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to work for a salary. Members of the community have also been forced to
look for work outside of their communities due to the government’s
reservation policy. With the advancement of technology, rural handicrafts
have declined.

4.4 JOINT FAMILY

Many sociologists have debated the joint family system, which is an important
feature of rural family structure. They say that because the traditional joint family is
related to occupation, it is collapsing as a result of modernisation. Others, on the
other hand, say that as long as the main village occupations continue to exist, joint
families have a better chance of surviving.

A husband and wife's joint family consists of their sons, unmarried daughters,
and the wives and kids of their sons. For as many generations as there are alive
today, the same pattern (sons, their wives and children, and single daughters) is
repeated.

Family is one of humanity’s most universal and durable institutions. We
identified some form of family at every stage of growth and in every community.
As a result, we learned about many kinds of families from throughout the globe.
However, we found that India has a distinct family structure that necessitates
specific consideration. In India, a family includes not only a husband and wife and
their children, but also uncles, aunts, cousins, and grandsons.

This concept is referred to as “joint family” or “extended family.” In Indian
social life, the mixed family structure is a distinctive aspect. Typically, after a son
marries, in addition to continuing to share a home with his parents, he also partakes
in communal worship, eats food prepared over a single hearth, and owns shared
property.

All members of a joint family put their wages into a common fund, which is
used to cover family expenses. As a result, the Indian joint family structure
resembles that of a socialist community, with each family member earning
according to his or her abilities and receiving according to his or her needs. Close
biological relationships form the foundation of this joint family, often known as an
extended family. Three to four generations of family members are frequently
present.

In other words, a joint family is a grouping of multiple principal families with
tight blood ties and shared dwellings. The members share a common ancestry and
are bound together by mutual duties. The family of a person consists of his wife,
married sons, children, and unmarried daughter, as well as his brother and parents.

However, in order to fully comprehend the concept of joint family, we need to
look at a few of the definitions put forth by different sociologists.DDE, P
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Some of these definitions are as follows:
“A joint family is a collection of individuals who normally live under one roof,

eat food cooked at one hearth, share property, participate in common worship, and
are linked to one other as some particular form of kindred,” says Smt. Iravati Karve.

“A joint family is a group made up of not just a spouse and their offspring, but
also extended relatives from the father’s or mother’s side, depending on whether
the joint family is patrilineal or matrilineal,” writes K.M. Kapadia.

“The Hindu joint family is a group comprised of known ancestors and adopted
sons, as well as relatives related to these sons through marriage,” writes Henry
Maine.

“The joint family consists of males with a common male ancestor female
offspring who have not yet married and women introduced into the group via
marriage,” writes K. Davis. Mutual duties bind the members, and they share a
common ancestor. The family includes the individual, his wife, married sons,
children, and unmarried daughter, as well as the individual's brother and parents.

Joint or Extended family
As a result, we deduce that the joint family is made up of numerous

individuals who are connected to one another by shared assets, sources of income,
households, and legal and moral duties. It is organised according to close blood
relations.

4.4.1 Features or Characteristics of Joint Family
The following traits or qualities define a joint family:

(1) Large in Size: Because it consists of people from three to four
generations, the most important attribute of a joint family is its size.
Parents, grandparents, children, grandchildren, and other close blood
relations are included. A joint family is made up of several nuclear
families who live together as one.

(2) Joint Property: Another key feature of a mixed family is joint or
communal property. The family’s moveable and immovable property is
held jointly. Property ownership, production, and consumption are all
done in tandem. Everyone in the family puts their money into a single
family fund, from which they all spend equally regardless of their income.
The family’s head serves as a trustee for the family’s assets and cares
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about the members' material and spiritual well-being. A family will
continue to be a unit until all of its assets are held jointly. Property
division entails familial division.

(3) Common Kitchen: It’s the second most significant characteristic of a
joint family. Food is prepared on one hearth for all members of a joint
family. In a joint family, there is a division of labour. Male members
work in the fields, while female members stay at home with their families.
The kitchen is still run by the eldest female member, who supervises the
work of the other ladies. Because having a separate kitchen means having
a separate family, having a communal kitchen keeps the family together.

(4) Common Residence: A combined family’s members all live under the
same roof or in the same house. This shared living fosters a sense of
family unity among all family members. Because the joint family is made
up of numerous nuclear families, if the number of members grows too
high and space becomes scarce, they may choose to live in different
houses adjacent to one another. As a result of sharing a home, all
members eat similar foods, dress similarly, and behave similarly.

(5) Common Worship: A joint family’s members all believe in the same
religion and worship the same gods and goddesses. ‘Kula devatas’ is the
name given to this common god. Everyone in the group prays together
and worships their ‘kula devatas’ together. They share the same faith and
values. All of the members participate in religious ceremonies,
responsibilities, and holidays together. This communal devotion is passed
down through the generations.

(6) Similar rights and obligations: Except for the head, all members of the
joint family have similar rights and responsibilities to one another. This
helps to keep the blended family together. Each member is aware of his
or her rights and responsibilities.

(7) Close blood ties: The members of a joint family are all linked through
blood. In other words, the members of a joint family have intimate blood
links.

(8) Absolute power of the head: In a joint family, the head or the senior
male member has complete authority over the other members. His
judgement is final and unchangeable in every aspect.

(9) Co-operation: The foundation of a combined family is cooperation. In
order to achieve their joint goal and perform family functions, all
members work together.

(10) Socialistic Ideals: “From everyone according to his capability and to
each according to his necessity,” according to socialistic beliefs.

4.4.2 The Functions of Joint Family
In Indian society, the joint family is a distinctive and unique social

organisation. A distinctive aspect of Indian social life is the extended family
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structure, commonly referred to as the joint family system. Since its foundation, it
has played a significant role in bringing security, financial stability, and pleasure to
its members. It also aids in the development of positive attributes among the
members. Its members are fed and socialised. It has improved the well-being of its
members in a variety of ways as a significant social institution. It serves a variety of
purposes. The following are some of its most important duties, advantages, or
merits:—

(1) Economic functions: A joint family serves a variety of economic
purposes. It provides its members with food, clothing, and shelter. All
members of a joint family work together cooperatively, saving money
that would have been spent on paid labour, as well as money spent on
communal purchases of household items. It helps to increase productivity
by preventing agricultural land fragmentation. In this approach, a joint
family secures both the family’s and society’s economic prosperity.

(2) Protective functions: The members of a joint family are protected in a
variety of ways. It serves as a secure haven for members who are
physically or intellectually challenged, sick, or elderly. It also serves as a
home for orphans. It also ensures that widows have a decent standard of
living. As a result, the joint family serves as a social insurance company
for the elderly, sick, and impoverished.

(3) Recreational functions: The members of the joint family participated in
a variety of recreational activities. It provides all of its members with
opportunities for healthful recreation. It gives recreation to its members
by hosting feasts on various religious, social, and celebratory occasions.
Another source of entertainment is the combined family's joking
interactions.

(4) Fosters social virtues: The family becomes a cradle of social virtues
when it encourages positive social qualities like sacrifice, love,
compassion, collaboration, mutual support, selflessness, and renunciation
among its members. The youths are kept from going astray by the elders’
care and direction. These social virtues are learned as part of the
socialisation process.

(5) Socialism: In a joint family, socialism reigns supreme because it adheres
to the socialist concept of “from everyone according to his capacity, to
each according to his necessity.” As a result, The joint family is
analogous to a firm, with the father serving as the trustee, Sir Henry
Maine was right to say. All family members' earnings go into a single
family fund, which is used to pay for all expenses.

(6) Acts as a unique device of division of labour: The joint family is a
unique system of labour division. The united family enjoys all of the
benefits of modern work division. All of the family’s work is spread
evenly among its members based on their talents. During crop harvesting,
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the entire family lends a hand. No one is overworked. It benefited the
family financially.

(7) Provides leisure: The members of a joint family receive much-needed
recreation. Because all of the tasks are distributed among the members
and completed in a short period of time, the balance of the time is spent
in leisure. Aside from that, the sick and elderly members are given
greater leisure time.

(8) Agency of social control: The nuclear family acts as a social control. Its
members’ aberrant conduct are controlled by an informal agency. Within
a good family context, unsocial and antisocial activities of its members
are inhibited.

(9) Agency of Socialization: The joint family is a significant socialising
agent. The youngster is first socialised by his or her family. In the family,
the child learns a variety of civic qualities. The familial environment
influences a child’s development. In the family, the child receives his first
instruction. The family shapes an individual’s personality and continues
to have an impact throughout life.

4.4.3 Dysfunctions (Demerits or Disadvantages) of Joint Family
Here is your assignment for learners on Joint Family Dysfunction (Benefits

and Drawbacks).

Although the joint family is an essential social organisation that serves a
variety of roles, it is not without criticism. Despite its important function in
preserving the Indian social system, it has a number of flaws. Joint families, on the
other hand, have the following flaws and disadvantages.

(1) Hinders the development of Personality: Individual personality
development is hampered by joint families. In the family, the karta, or
family head, has absolute authority. In family matters, his choices are
final. The authoritative structure of a combined family offers little room
for the junior members to develop self-reliance and personalities.
Individual liberty is greatly curtailed.

(2) Encourages birth rate: The birth rate is boosted by having a joint family.
No one in the group is concerned about having more children. It is the
combined family’s responsibility to raise the children and provide them
with an education. Furthermore, in a combined family, all children are
treated equally regardless of parental wealth. As a result, no one sees a
reason to limit reproduction. As a result, the birth rate is boosted.

(3) Home for idlers: The importance of collective responsibility is
emphasised in a joint family. Some members have taken advantage of
this and have become lazy as a result. Some active members of a joint
family work more, while others grow lazier, because there is no incentive
for hard workers and no penalty for slackers in a joint family. In every
way, everyone is treated equally. This also reduces the desire of
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hardworking members to work hard. As a result, the joint family has
become a haven for slackers, and family prosperity has suffered as a
result.

(4) Pitiable condition of Women: In the joint family arrangement, women’s
conditions are appalling. They are the most afflicted. They work for the
family 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and only eat when the male
members have finished their work. They have a low social standing in the
family. The daughter-in-law is frequently subjected to various forms of
mistreatment by her mother-in-law and sister-in-laws.

(5) Frequent Quarrels: Due to the enormous size of the family in general
and the presence of numerous women in particular, family quarrels are
common. The female members are filled with hatred, envy, and continual
arguing. The combined family is a hotbed of quarrels because there is
always a conflict of ideas, interests, ideals, and temperaments. When the
male members joined involved, the quarrels became more serious.

(6) Lack of Privacy: In a combined family arrangement, the lack of privacy,
particularly for married couples, harmed their personality. Due to the
great number of people there, including elders, the wedding couple was
unable to meet during the day to express their thoughts. As a result, the
newlywed couple’s enjoyment of life is limited in a shared family context.

(7) Absolute authority of the head: A joint family is structured so that the
head, or "Karta," has undisputed authority. He is the eldest member, and
his attitude and demeanour are traditional. He is not a person who readily
accepts new ideas or changes. Dynamic members are unable to put their
development strategy into action. Aside from that, he insists on following
traditional customs and traditions. All of this obstructs the establishment
of an united family.

(8) Low Standard of Living: Due to numerous factors, such as the
predicament of women, a lack of privacy, frequent arguments and legal
disputes, inadequate upkeep of shared property, and laziness on the part
of certain family members, the level of living in a joint family is
exceedingly low.

Despite the aforesaid dysfunctions, the joint family system still exists in
today's world. Of sure, the system is failing in cities, but it continues to function in
rural areas. However, it is not possible to say that the system has been fully
eliminated. Despite the passage of time, it continues to persist in Indian society. It
has been renewed and modified and is still in use today.

4.5 CHANGING FAMILY STRUCTURE IN INDIA

Families have both structure and function. A family’s structure, like a body’s
bones and muscles, defines its shape and size. In the same way as organs in the
body serve critical functions to keep the body running, certain essential jobs
maintain families healthy. It sees society as a complex system in which all of the
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parts work together to produce unity and stability. It contends that social norms,
which are essentially repeatable patterns of behaviour in social situations, control
our daily lives. Our lives are shaped by social structures, such as those in our
families, communities, and religious institutions, which provide our daily routines
structure through rituals or intricate religious practises. Each social system has
social functions or ramifications that have an impact on society’s overall
functioning. Social relationships and any other social structures that exist within a
society make up social structures. A social class serves as an example of a social
system (upper-class, middle-class, and poor). The numerous levels of governance
are another illustration of a social structure. Family, religion, law, the economy, and
social class are examples of social systems.

4.5.1 India and its Family Structure
India has a robust patrilineal family system that allows family members to live

in kinship groups. Previously, the majority of families were found to be joint
families, with all members of the family living under the same roof. They all
interact with one another in some capacity while they work, eat, worship, and
cooperate. This benefits the emotional, physical, and economical well-being of the
family, and from their grandparents and elders, the kids learn about the norms and
values of society. Indian culture places a high value on the family, and constant
attempts are made to strengthen family ties. By that time, urbanisation and
westernisation had had a significant impact on the Indian family’s core structure.
The division of a large family into smaller units does not indicate that individuals
are rejecting the traditional family structure. Due to the circumstances and
atmosphere, people were also forced to divide up their families.

As a social institution, the family has evolved. Both the structure and the
functions of the organisation have changed. In India, as in many other traditional
societies, the family has historically been both the main means of support for
family members and the hub of economical activity. The family structure in India
has changed significantly as a result of the country's expanding economic
commercialization and the growth of modern state infrastructure in the 20th century.
In particular, family life has changed dramatically during the last few decades.

In India, the fertility rate has dropped, and couples are having children at an
older age. Life expectancy has increased at the same time, resulting in an influx of
elderly individuals in need of care. The backdrop to all of these changes is growing
urbanisation, which separates children from their elders and contributes to the
breakdown of family-based support structures.

4.5.2 Factors Affecting Family Structure
(1) Change in Fertility: In most countries throughout the world, including

India, unavoidable consequences of declining fertility rates and rising age
at first birth include reduced family size. Fertility has fallen as a result of
a combination of strong socioeconomic progress and effective
implementation of family planning programmes during the last two
decades.
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As a result, as the expense of children rises, having a big family has
become unaffordable for many people. In earlier societies when human
labour was a source of support for the family, having more children was
preferred over having fewer. When a family's economic contribution
decreased as a result of a transition away from agriculture, there was less
of a need for many children. Improvements in healthcare and child
survival also had an impact. It was a novel idea in the family that the
emphasis should be on living standards rather than the number of
children.

(2) Change in Age of marriage: Declines in the share of single people have
either followed or coincided with declines in marital fertility in many of
the nations throughout the world where infertility is on the decline. In
many countries, the proportion of persons who have never married at a
young age, both males and females, has risen significantly. The rise in the
proportion of never-married young adults has resulted in a gradual
upward trend in the average age at marriage. Females who put off
marrying also put off having children, resulting in a smaller family.

(3) Change in Mortality: Across the board, lower mortality, particularly
newborn mortality, came before lower fertility. When women reached the
age of 30, child survival rates had improved, and they were more likely to
have the overall family size they desired. In the past, much more births
were necessary to achieve the desired full family size. Over the last three
decades, infant mortality has declined considerably in every country, and
this trend has undoubtedly influenced the decline in fertility. When
mortality and fertility fell, the population’s age structure, as well as the
age structure inside individual families, changed.

(4) Marriage Dissolution: It is no longer true that all marriages, whether
official or informal, end in death. Desertion, separation, or divorce affect
a significant percentage of marriages. When a husband and wife stop
living together, it is an obvious failure in a family connection. Women
who divorce at a later age are more likely to remain single and live with
their dependents for the remainder of their lives. In most civilizations, it
is widely acknowledged that when a couple has children, they are less
likely to divorce. However, it is claimed that in the last few years, a
growing share of divorces in various Asian societies, including India,
have involved spouses with young children (Goode 1993).

4.5.3 Participation of Women in Economic Development
Commercialization has succeeded in replacing economic cooperation with

competition by opening markets in many developing countries. Major elements of
the new economic systems in these countries clashed with the social structures of
these countries throughout this period of transition. The family’s finances, as well
as the distribution of labour between men and women within it, are highly
influenced by labour market opportunities. The rising Indian economy has aided
women’s freedom from household duties and admission into the labour market.
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Due to men’s decreased ability to generate a ‘family income’ and the growing need
for funds for family upkeep, an increasing number of female family members
(especially the wife) are engaged in economic activities (Lloyed and Duffy 1995).

Talcott Parsons’ theoretical thoughts on the family have attracted considerable
attention and controversy. The “isolated nuclear family” has emerged as a result of
modern industrial civilization, according to Parsons (1954, 1956). This family is
structurally isolated since it is not part of the larger kinship network. Family is a
highly adaptable and ever-changing social institution. The post-modern family, or
the contemporary family in general, is evolving in a number of new ways. Same-
sex couples (LGBT relationships), cohabiting or living together, single-parent
families, and a sizable percentage of divorced people living alone or with their
children are all on the rise in today's society.

Conclusion

In order to preserve and promote our cultural and social values, our joint
family system must be appreciated. Our family system is what holds traditional
Indian society together. It is a single, strong thread that has been weaving our rich,
varied social fabric together for millennia. In Indian civilization, the family is an
institution unto itself and has stood as a representation of India's collectivist society
since ancient times. Up until urbanisation and western influence started to wreck
havoc on home and hearth, the joint family system, also known as extended family,
was a significant aspect of Indian civilisation. In cities where nuclear families are
the norm, this is especially true. There is little doubt that the dilution of the mixed
family arrangement has been influenced by socioeconomic factors.

4.6 RULES AND FORMS OF RURAL MARRIAGES

Marriage is a socially recognised union between a man and a woman in which
they are formally bound to one another as husband and wife. It is a significant
social institution that meets the requirements of both men and women in terms of
their physical, social, psychological, cultural, and economic well-being. To help
people achieve the three main life goals of dharma (duty), rati (sensual pleasure),
and praja (prosperity), marriage is viewed as a socio-religious requirement
(progeny).

The institution of marriage creates a long-term framework for regulating
sexual behaviour and delivery. In comparison to other social institutions, it is
relatively stable. “The more or less persistent relationship between male and female,
lasting beyond the mere act of propagation till after the delivery of offspring,”
according to Edward Westermark.

“Marriage is a socially accepted union of male and female, or is a secondary
institution developed by society to legitimise the union of male and female for the
purposes of forming a household, engaging into sexual relationship, procreating,
and caring for the offspring’s,” writes D. N. Majumdar.
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From the foregoing definitions, it is evident that marriage entails far more than
the simple control of sexual behaviour among society’s members. It covers a wide
range of rights and responsibilities for both the participants to the union and their
progeny. As a result, marriage refers to the family's structure and function. The
kind of marriage a person has is determined by how many wives or husbands they
have. The two main types are polygamy (having multiple spouses) and monogamy
(having only one spouse).

4.6.1 Characteristics of Marriage
A universal societal institution is marriage. It can be found in nearly
every society and at every stage of development.

A husband and wife pledge to one other for the rest of their lives. It is
intended to achieve social, psychological, biological, and spiritual
objectives.

Marriage is a special kind of relationship between sexes that is built on an
exchange of rights and obligations. Relationships last a lifetime.

Marriage necessitates social acceptance. Men and women’s relationships
must be socially acceptable. Marriage is not valid without it.

A family's formation begins with marriage. The family contributes to the
procreation and rearing of children by providing resources.

Marriage creates a set of mutual responsibilities for the husband and wife.
On the basis of customs or rules, the couple fulfils their mutual
commitments.

Every marriage is accompanied by a civil and religious ceremony.
Marriage is validated by this social and religious event. Despite the fact
that modern marriages are performed in courts, certain religious or
customary practises are still required.

Marriage establishes rules for sex relationships based on established
norms and legislation.

There are particular symbols associated with marriage, such as the ring,
vermillion, special clothes, and a special sign placed in front of the house,
among others.

4.6.2 Types of Marriage
Certain types of marriage are performed in rural civilization. The following

are the details:

(1) Monogamy: Monogamy limits a person to only have one spouse at a
time. In terms of monogamy, a man can only have one wife and a woman
can only have one spouse at any given moment. It provides the most
intense feelings of love and devotion. There is sex loyalty in this type of
marriage, and the children are properly cared for. Monogamy is
considered the usual form of marriage in rural areas because of these
benefits.
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This is the most common sort of marriage, in which one guy marries one
lady at a time. In all modern societies, it is regarded as the ideal and
sensible sort of marriage. This sort of marriage is usually a long-term
commitment that lasts till death.

Monogamy is divided into two categories: serial monogamy and
straight monogamy.

Serial Monogamy: This style of marriage allows a man to marry
again only if his first wife dies or divorces, however, he is only
permitted to have one wife, and he must live a monogamous
existence.

Straight Monogamy: Any of the couples in this scenario are not
allowed to remarry, even if one of them has passed away or
divorced.

The following benefits of monogamy make it an optimal or sensible type
of marriage:

It ensures that people are committed to each other at all levels of
their lives.

It gives each other bodily and emotional fulfilment.

There is a better understanding between the two, resulting in fewer
family disagreements.

In this marriage, gender equality is observed, and family members
are accorded equal status.

The couple enjoys a stable sex life in which they have children and
raise them together.

Their children can easily inherit their parents' possessions because
they have committed their lives to each other.

Monogamy’s only disadvantage is that it might lead to boredom
after a few years, which can lead to divorce or an extramarital affair
by one of the partners.

Cenogamy/Group Marriage: Cenogamy is the practise of multiple guys
marrying multiple ladies simultaneously. Men are referred to as common
husbands, wives are referred to as common wives, and children are
referred to as common children in this category. Some tribes in New
Guinea and Africa engage in group marriages.

(2) Polygyny: When a man marries several women at once, this is called
polygyny. It is the most frequent kind of polygamy now, and it is most
widespread among Muslims, but it was historically common among
Hindus as well. When a man marries more than one woman who is also a
sister of another, this is known as sororal polygyny; when a man marries
more than one lady who is not a sister of another, this is known as non-
sororal polygyny.
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Polygyny has been the most popular marriage pattern across cultures. It is
a type of marriage in which I a new dominant elite emerges; (ii) a new
form of secularism emerges; (iii) a new form of integration of traditional
social forms into modern political associations emerges; and (iv) tribals
are integrated into the larger body politic arise.

In the end, there's no denying that caste plays a significant influence in
Indian politics. In India's political process, caste and politics have grown
inextricably linked. “Politics is more important to castes, and castes are
more essential to politics than before,” Prof. Morris Jones correctly
observes. However, it would be incorrect to claim that the caste system
alone can explain the reality of Indian politics. Language, class,
geography, religion, and other elements all play significant roles in the
operation of the Indian political system.

(3) Polyandry: One woman marries more than one man in this type of
marriage. It is uncommon and is divided into two types: fraternal
polyandry (one wife of numerous brothers) and non-fraternal polyandry
(one wife of several men who are not related to one another). Polyandry
is thought to have originated in the Mahabharata storey. It was also
widespread among ancient Indian tribes like the Hunas. Due to a lack of
women, fraternal polyandry is still practised among several tribes and
communities in northern India.

Polyandry is a type of marriage in which a woman has multiple husbands
at the same time. Polyandry is thought to be caused by a lack of women,
poverty, bride price, population control, and a desire to retain the joint
family system. Polyandry is a rural marital form that is usually observed
among tribals that live in small groups.

(4) Sorrorate: Sorrorate is the practise of marrying one’s wife’s younger
sister after the wife’s death. Sororate marriage is usually practised by
people from the lowest castes.

(5) Levirate: Levirate is a type of marriage in which a younger brother
marries his deceased brother’s wife. Backward classes, artisans, and
others engage in this type of marriage.

(6) Hypergamy: A higher caste man can marry a lower caste lady through a
practise known as hypergamy. In the rural setting, this behaviour is
popular among persons from the lowest castes.

(7) Hypogamy: Hypogamy is a relationship between a man from a lower
caste and a woman from a higher caste. In a rural setting, this type of
marriage is often frowned upon.

4.6.3 Rules of Marriage
Every society has rules and regulations surrounding who may or may not

marry whom. These constraints may be modest in certain communities, but they are
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more obviously and specifically established in others. Marriage has its own set of
rules in rural life. The following are the details:

In India, men and women do not have complete choice in choosing their life
partners. The society has established specific rules in regards to the partner division.

4.6.3.1 Rule Based on Prohibition

The two fundamental rules that govern marital choice are endogamy and
exogamy. They are regarded as prohibitive restrictions since they limit men and
women's ability to choose their partners. It only allows you to choose your mate
within the parameters you’ve set.

(1) Endogamy:

According to the endogamic marriage custom, life partners must
belong to the same caste, race, tribe, class, village, or religion.

Caste endogamy, sub-caste endogamy, race endogamy, and tribe
endogamy are additional forms of endogamy.

Endogamy establishes the categories in which a spouse must be
found and prohibits marriage with anyone who does not fall into
those categories.

Endogamy is a practise in which young people are encouraged to
marry “our own kind” in order to strengthen the group’s
togetherness.

As a result, some sociologists classify caste as an endogamous
group.

The norms of endogamy are rigidly followed in the rural context.

(2) Exogamy:

Exogamy, on the other hand, necessitates partner choosing outside
of specific groupings, usually one’s own family or clan.

When it comes to the rural setting, exogamic rules are strictly
adhered to.

Clan exogamy is observed by the rural population.

They, too, prefer to keep an eye on local exogamy.

Exogamy is the polar opposite of endogamy, in which a person
marries someone from a gotra, pravara, pinda, or hamlet who is not
a member of his own group.

Gotra Exogamy: The Hindu tradition of marrying someone
from a different gotra than one’s own.

Pravara Exogamy: Members of the same pravara are not
permitted to marry.

Village Exogamy: Many Indian tribes, such as the Naga, Garo,
and Munda, marry outside of their community.
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Pinda Exogamy: Members of the same pinda or sapinda (same
parentage) are unable to marry inside their own pinda or
sapinda.

This sort of marriage forbids a person from marrying inside his or her blood
line in order to ensure the continuation of a healthy and intelligent progeny.

4.6.3.2 Marriages Based on One’s Status

In this case, partner selection is based on each other’s status, which is
classified into two categories - Isogamy and Anisogamy.

Isogamy refers to a marriage between members of two families of equal
social standing.

Anisogamy is the polar opposite of isogamy in that it involves a marriage
alliance between two people from different socioeconomic level families.
Hypergamy and Hypogamy are the two types of polygamy.

Hypergamy (Anuloma): This is a sort of marriage involves a
woman getting married to a guy from a higher Varna, caste, or
family. Hypergamy is known as Anuloma in Indian society, and it
was once practised among the aristocrats.

Hypogamy (Pratiloma): This is the polar opposite of Hypergamy
or Anuloma in that it involves a woman marrying a man from a
lesser Varna, caste, or familial standing. In Indian society, this form
of marriage is not permitted.

4.6.3.3 Marriages Based on Rule of Preferences or Priority

Preferential or priority marriage occurs when life partners are chosen from
among the kin. There are four sorts of preferential marriages.

(1) Cross-Cousin Marriage: When a person weds a paternal aunt's or
uncle's child, or a paternal uncle's or aunt's child, it is referred to as a
cross-cousin marriage.

These unions take place to avoid paying a big dowry and to strengthen
relationships between cross-cousins. Rajasthan, Maharashtra, and Odisha
are the main states where it is practised.

(2) Parallel Cousin Marriage: In this situation, a marriage occurs between
the progeny of two brothers or two sisters This is primarily done by
Muslims in order to enhance the bonds between two sisters and two
brothers.

(3) Levirate Marriage: The woman marries her husband’s brother following
his death in this sort of marriage. Munda, Gond, Santal, Toda, and Oran
tribes, for example, conduct such marriages. It’s known as ‘Devar
Vivaha’ in the area.

(4) Sororate: Only a few tribes, including the Kharia and the Gond, engage
in this type of union, when the man marries his wife's sister either after
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her passing or, in certain cases, while she is still alive. It's known as ‘Sali
Vivah’ in the area.

4.6.4 Function of Marriage
(1) Governs Sexual Relationships: Marriage is the mechanism through

which a man and a woman have socially acceptable intercourse. It
regulates their sexual behaviour thereby reducing sexual competition.

(2) Continuation of Progeny: Marriage allows human progeny to continue
since it is a legal means to generate offspring.

(3) Educating and Protecting Offspring: A man and a woman marry to
care for, protect, and assure the survival of their children. It offers a
social institution where its children can receive social, psychological, and
physical training to get them ready for adulthood, as well as gender roles
and other social standards awareness.

(4) Provides Economic Security and Fulfils Needs: Marriage instils
discipline and gives them a framework to meet their partners’ basic needs,
such as food, shelter, clothes, and safety. Marriage gives economic
stability to women in Indian society because males are the breadwinners
and women rely on their husbands’ earnings. Men learn via marriage
about their social and financial responsibilities.

(5) Permanent Relation and Emotional Support: The only social structure
that gives people a husband and wife—a connection they will have for
the rest of their lives—is marriage. It allows individuals to express their
feelings, pleasures, and sorrows.

(6) Inheritance and Rights to Property: Marriage legitimises children’s
birthrights and facilitates the transfer of inherited property.

4.6.5 Some Specific Aspects of Marriage in Rural Society
The following are some unique elements of marriage in rural society:

(1) Child marriage: Child marriage continues to be a concern, particularly
in rural areas, where boys and girls are married at a young age despite
legislative laws to the contrary. Child marriage in India may be caused by
factors such as the value of virginity, endogamy, the joint family system,
the gauna custom, female illiteracy, and so on.

(2) Polygyny: Polygyny is another major aspect of rural marriage. It is
primarily practised by tribal peoples and members of lower castes.

(3) Marriage by exchange: When it comes to marriage by exchange, a
brother gives his sister in marriage to a guy whose sister is taken as his
wife in exchange. The lower castes are more prone to this type of union.

(4) Bride price: Among the tribals, bride prices are commonly used to
facilitate marriage. The educated tribals, on the other hand, show no
interest in the tradition of bride price.

DDE, P
on

dic
he

rry
 U

niv
ers

ity



Rural Sociology88

Rural Social Institutions

NOTES

(5) Less expensive and less fanfare: Marriages in rural communities are
less expensive than marriages in urban areas. The cost of a wedding
celebration in the countryside is rather low.

(6) Lower status of women in conjugal relations: When it comes to
conjugal interactions, we see that a woman is not participating in
significant family decisions as a conjugal partner. She merely complies
with her husband’s desires. Women’s inferior social status is linked to
their economic dependency and illiteracy.

(7) Marital relations regulated by caste norms: In rural India, there is a
clear distinction between marriage ceremonial and marriage consumption.
The date of marriage consumption is announced when the wife is brought
from her parents. In the case of metropolitan communities, such marital
consumption is almost non-existent.

(8) Arranged marriage: In rural India, where extended family networks are
important, parents and elders are concerned about marriage arrangements.
In the rural setting, inter-caste marriages are uncommon.

(9) Procreation: Procreation is important to rural people. Derogatory
remarks are made against both the husband and the wife if a kid is not
born within a suitable time frame.

(10) Lesser frequency of divorce: Marriage is still regarded as a religious
ritual by the rural population. Marriages, they believe, are made in
heaven. As a result, members of the upper castes are less likely to divorce.
Divorce, on the other hand, is practised on a limited basis among the
lowest castes.

4.6.6 Key Elements of Marriage
(1) Marriage is a significant global social institution that exists in almost

every nation, much like the family.

(2) A man and woman who live together, engage in sexual activity, and have
children together are in a socially acceptable relationship.

(3) It is a lasting and enduring tie formed by a husband and wife to meet each
other’s needs.

(4) This relationship is legitimate only if it has social sanction; else, it is
illegitimate.

(5) It is a partnership between two individuals of different sexes that is based
on equal rights and responsibilities as well as conventions and legislation.

(6) Marriage is a necessary component of establishing a family, which aids in
the protection and upbringing of children. Family is incomplete without
marriage.

(7) It is necessary for men and women to have a relationship to increase
human population through reproduction.
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(8) Because of its connection to a religious ritual, it has social legitimacy and
an identity.

(9) It manages men and women’s sexual desires in accordance with
established traditions and rules.

(10) It is recognised as a new stage in the married couple’s lives.

(11) It is the sole social institution that guarantees sexual fulfilment as well as
social and cultural mechanisms for the family’s survival.

(12) Only the legitimate kids of a family born through marriage are taken as
legitimate, which is essential in issues of inheritance and succession.

4.6.7 Marriage as Described in Religions
(1) Hinduism: Hindus view marriage as a social and spiritual requirement.

(2) Islam: Islam views marriage as a religious obligation. The "Sunnah" is a
requirement for all Muslims.

(3) Christianity: Christians consider marriage to be vital to one’s survival. It
emphasises how crucial it is for husbands and wives to get along and that
they have a duty to look out for one another.

4.6.8 Forms of Marriage
A social institution that exists across all cultures and developmental stages is

marriage. Different types or forms of marriage exist in many societies. Considering
their customs, practises, and philosophies, many communities, societies, and
cultural groups have distinct sorts or forms of marriage.

On the basis of number of mates: Marriage can be classed into three
categories based on the number of partners: monogamy, polygamy, and
endogamy (group marriage).

On the basis of choice of mate or on the basis of rules of mate
selection:Marriages can be classed as endogamous or exogamous based
on mate selection or mate selection rules. Caste, sub-caste, Varna, and
tribal endogamy are the four kinds of endogamy. The four varieties of
village exogamous marriages are Gotra, Pravar, Sapinda, and similar.

Sapinda Exogamy: In English, the Sanskrit term sapinda means
"lineage." People who can trace their ancestors back three to seven
generations on their mother's side and five generations on their father's
side are known as sapindas. They were said to have originated from a
particular pinda. As a result, exogamy inside one's own sapinda is
forbidden in sapinda. Outside of their sapinda, they are not allowed to
marry.

Village Exogamy: It is banned to marry in one's own village, and every
society has its own set of marriage customs according to this theory. In
certain communities, marriage between relatives is prohibited, whereas in
others, marriage between a select number of relatives is tolerated. As a
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result, in such civilizations, marriage is sanctioned depending on desire or
priority.

Cross-Cousin Marriage: When a daughter or son of one’s mother’s
brother marries a son or daughter of one’s father’s sister, it is known as a
cross cousin marriage. Abhimanyu’s marriage to Sashikala is an example
of a cross-cousin marriage. It is alleged that states like Orissa, Rajasthan,
and Maharashtra practise this sort of marriage. This kind of union is
utilised to keep one's family assets and avoid having to pay a significant
bride price.

Parallel Cousin Marriage: Parallel cousin marriages are unions of the
offspring of two sisters or two brothers. This is a typical Muslim marital
arrangement.

Levirate: It also goes by the name "Devar Vivaha." She is referred to as
being levirate when she marries her husband's sibling after his passing.
Several tribes, including the Gond, Munda, or Santal, Oran, and Toda,
practise this kind of marriage.

Sororate: It also goes by the name "Sali Vivah." Sororate marriage
occurs when a man marries his wife's sister after she has passed away or
even when she is still living. Many tribes, like the Kharia and the Gond,
practise this kind of marriage.

Anuloma or Pratiloma:

Anuloma Marriage or Hypergamy: Anuloma, or hypergamy
marriage, occurs when a man from a higher caste or Varna marries a
woman from a lower caste or Varna. The term "anuloma" refers to
hypergamy in traditional Indian society. In the past, nobility
frequently engaged in this behaviour. When it was discovered in
Bengal, it was given the term kulinism.

Pratiloma Marriage or Hypogamy: Pratiloma, or hypogamy
marriage, is the polar opposite of Anuloma, or hypergamy marriage.
Pratiloma is the term for the union of a man from a lower caste or
rank with a woman from a higher caste or status. This isn’t an
acceptable method of tying the knot.

44.1 percent of early marriages in rural areas were consanguineous,
compared to 40.6 percent in urban areas. A ten-year or greater age
gap between spouses was also a significant factor, accounting for
58.7% in rural areas and 42.4 percent in urban areas. In rural areas,
40.5 percent of marriages had a distance of less than 10 kilometres,
compared to 39.5% in urban areas.DDE, P
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4.7 DOMINANT CASTE

The main power holders are the dominant castes. They make links with
government officials, elected officials, and political leaders from outside the
country. They have an impact on the political process.

4.7.1 Meaning
An famous sociologist has utilised the notion of dominant caste for the first

time in sociological literature.

“The Social System of a Mysore Village,” an essay by Prof. M.N. Srinivas
based on his studies in Rampura village. Rampura village is located near the city of
Mysore in Karnataka. When Srinivas was formulating the notion, African studies
on the dominant clan and dominant bloodline unintentionally had an impact on him.
When creating the concept, Srinivas unknowingly drew inspiration from African
studies on the dominant clan and dominant lineage. Srinivas, according to Dumont
and Pocock, borrowed the word from the study of African society, which employed
the ideas of dominant clan and dominant bloodline. The word “dominant caste”
refers to a caste that wields economic or political power and sits at the top of the
social order. Srinivas asserts that the existence of a dominant caste is not exclusive
to the hamlet of Rampura. Additionally, it can be discovered in villages all around
the nation.

4.7.2 Definition of Dominant Caste
“A caste is said to be dominant when it outnumbers other castes numerically

and has disproportionate economic and political power. A large and powerful caste
group can exert more dominance if its standing in the local caste system is not too
low.” — M.N. Srinivas.

According to McKim Marriott, the concept of dominant caste in numerous
anthropological studies focuses on political authority, which is historically referred
to as juridical power in village communities and at times yields religious and quasi-
divine power, as well as the ability to use physical force.

“For a caste to be dominant, it must control a significant portion of the local
arable land, have a large number of members, and have a high position in the local
hierarchy.” A caste is said to have "decisive dominance" when it owns every aspect
of dominance. — M.N. Srinivas.

4.7.3 Functions of Dominant Caste
(1) The dominant caste frequently serves as a role model for the subordinate

castes. People from lower castes emulate their behaviour, rituals, and
customs, for example. They contribute to cultural transmission in this
way.

(2) In a pluralistic culture and system, the dominant castes in a given area
serve as watchdogs. They establish societal norms and regulations.
Anyone who disobeys the rules faces harsh consequences. Village
disputes may be arbitrated by the leaders of the local ruling caste,
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according to Anil Bhatt. They decide on the manner in which rewards and
punishments are administered. They have the power to decide on civic
and economic advantages.

(3) The main power holders are the dominant castes. They make links with
government officials, elected officials, and political leaders from outside
the country. They have an impact on the political process.

(4) Dominating castes take advantage of all developmental resources
available to them as a result of their dominant position. They serve as
facilitators for recovery programmes. They hasten the socioeconomic
development process.

(5) The dominant castes define the community’s ideals and standards. Its
core functions have traditionally been judicial, executive, and legitimacy.
They are the important link that connects the settlements to the outside
world. They also aid in the process of socialisation.

(6) They exert control over the rural economy in a variety of ways due to
their strong position in rural society.

(7) Dominant castes assume a larger role in the modernising process.

4.7.4 Criticisms
(a) The importance of numerical supremacy has been questioned by Adrian

C. Mayer (1958). He further noted that the idea ignores the fact that
power and prestige are frequently concentrated in the hands of a few
individuals. He has also emphasised the significance of realising that
dominance is a two-way street, as it is an object of emulation for the
castes below it in the hierarchy.

(b) As opposed to hierarchy, which is fundamentally ritual, dominance,
according to Louis Dumont, should be seen as a completely secular
phenomenon.

(c) “Dominance” should not be defined primarily in terms of caste, according
to Gardener.

Dominant Castes are divided into four levels:

(1) The ruler is number one.

(2) The dominating caste in the area

(3) The dominating caste in the area

(4) The ruling caste’s landed pattern at the village level.

(d) According to David Pocock, Sanskritizatlon exists outside the scope of
pan-Indian culture and is a manifestation of a highly localised cultural
transformation process. There were functional counterparts of the kingly
role represented by what Srinivas called “dominant-castes” at the micro-
structural level of villages and other territorial units.

(e) Since the land reforms, the landowning class has ceased to be a
significant source of power. Andre Beteille remarks that the strength of
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numerical support has become a significant component in the creation of
a dominating caste in the absence of a large landowning class.

(f) The dominant caste is not usually the preponderant caste numerically.
According to D.N. Majumdar, scheduled castes predominate in many
villages, although higher caste members wield power and authority in
many communities.

4.8 ROLE OF CASTE IN INDIAN POLITICS

The development of democratic governance in India provided fertile ground.
Even though it is a closed system, the caste system is dynamic. The British saw
India's socioeconomic reality through the lens of the "White Man's Burden."

In India, caste developed into a justification for their rule. This led to the
emergence of caste tensions among people. Caste started to swirl in the social
psyche as well. Caste started to develop as a result of Indian society. Seat
reservations and untouchability were outlawed in the contemporary Constitution in
1976 (the Protection of Civil Rights Act), which led to further caste concretization.
Caste and casteism were never eradicated in India. The idea of "political co-
optation," made popular by Myron Weiner, gained more and more significance. As
a result of the political mobilisation strategies used by Congress and other parties,
many members of lower castes were included into the party. When the moral
foundation of caste was undermined, the lower castes' self-imposed barrier to
dissent was also lifted. In order to obtain political power, several middle and lower
castes sought equality with the upper castes through sanskritization (by copying the
orthopraxy of the higher castes). In order to obtain political power, several lower
and middle castes sought equality with the higher castes through sanskritization (by
copying the higher castes' orthopraxy).

The politicisation of caste in India, according to Rajni Kothari, has had a
significant impact on the formation of party politics in India. He showed how the
politicisation of caste is a two-step process. Politics is dependent on caste in the
same way that caste is dependent on politics. When caste groups engage in politics,
they acquire the opportunity to assert their identity while also competing for power.
MN Srinivas made use of the dominant caste concept as well. A dominating caste is
one that has numerical dominance and political power because of that dominance.
Caste is used by politicians as a useful and practical tactic during elections. In
several Indian states, politics has occasionally been seen as a struggle for power
among the major caste groups. National politics are also considered to be
fractionalized by caste.

Political leaders who had previously been barred from entering the sphere are
now allowed to do so. Additionally, Srinivas spoke of the "dominant caste," which
gained power in politics and the economy as a result of sanskritization.
Intermediate castes strive to dominate in all fields as a result of the Panchayati Raj
System and the growth of adult franchise. Although it is true that the caste system
has been strengthened rather than eroded by all of this.
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Article 15 of the Indian Constitution forbids discrimination against Indians on
the basis of religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth, which gave rise to caste-
based reservations. On the other hand, Article 15(4) was modified to declare that
nothing in the article prohibits the state from taking specific measures for the
advancement of SCs and STs as well as socially and educationally disadvantaged
individuals. The result is that there are two opposing conceptions of equality in the
constitution, one based on individual rights and the other on group rights. The
Janata Party government of Prime Minister Morarji Desai created the Mandal
Commission, often referred to as the Socially and Educationally Backward Groups
Commission (SEBC), in 1979 with the intention of "identifying India's socially or
educationally backward classes." Caste was used to define the backward classes
most often. Being a member of a caste became more essential than being a member
of a certain social class. As a result, rather than average per capita income, poor
social status in the class became the criterion for inclusion on the OBC list. As a
result, caste membership became more important than average per capita wealth in
determining class benefits, and social hierarchy became a matter of perception
rather than reality. As a result, caste and class identities were entwined.

As Christophe Jaffrelot points out, class began to affect caste relations in India
through time. As a result, caste and class began to cohabit in Indian society. As a
result, caste has been steadily replaced by class and status in India (social stigma of
being pure and impure). In terms of revenue acquisition, reservation benefited
certain dalit jatis in catching up to OBCs and other dominant castes. People within
caste groups began to leave their employment as a result of the reservation,
resulting in socioeconomic disparities within their caste groups.

As a result, caste remains a “lived in social reality,” as Myron Weiner puts it.
Despite the fact that the ideological basis of caste has been eroded, Orthopraxy has
persisted. Still, caste became a tool for social change, resulting in the creation of
‘casteism.’ Formerly marginalised groups were co-opted, and this political
mobilisation gave rise to ‘messy identity politics.’ Lower caste groups have been
able to rise to political power as a result of the sharpening of group identities, as
well as the reservation programme that has “taken hold like a mantra” (Marc
Galanter).

Because the relationship between caste and class is complicated and "cross
cutting," overlapping identities, the fight for equality and prestige went on. As a
result, caste overtook class as the most potent social identity, maintaining the
uneven social order. Also, because it designated Other Backward Classes in terms
of caste, the Mandal framework had “egregious repercussions” (Marc Galanter). It
resulted in a vastly diversified and heterogeneous category of OBCs. As a result,
caste became the foundation for a system of perpetual protection.

The ‘strange cognitive halt,’ according to Rajni Kothari, described the
contradiction between tradition and modernity, as well as the caste system's
symbolic representation of various social and economic positions. Caste has
developed and kept its obligations and roles as a traditional social system as a result.
As a result, the caste system has influenced and altered politics in the same way as
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caste has. Sanskritisation as a status symbol became a “miracle” (Kothari), status
became ambiguous, and economic prosperity was brought about by westernisation
and secularisation, rationalism was fostered by liberal education, and caste entered
politics as a result of the proliferation of institutions. On the one hand, the process
of "ethnicization" (Christophe Jaffrelot) and positive caste discrimination has been
brought about through the transition of caste into interest groups. The
transformation of caste into interest groups has led to the process of "ethnicization"
(Christophe Jaffrelot) and positive caste discrimination, altering the very ethics of
the social system and downplaying the significance of ascriptive and ritualistic
basis. On the other hand, the transformation of caste into interest groups has led to
the process of "ethnicization" (Christophe Jaffrelot) and positive caste
discrimination.

Conclusion: In politics, the dominant caste has an impact on political
mobilisation patterns. Traditional power can be shifted in two ways. With the
introduction of adult suffrage, numerical strength has been a crucial factor in the
political importance of caste. Village Panchayats are a type of rural local
administration in India that dates back to the dawn of civilization. They were in
charge of enforcing regulations and resolving civil disputes.

Check Your Progress
Multiple Choice Questions
1. The structure and mechanism through which a human society organises,
conducts and executes the diverse activities required to meet human needs are
known as _____ institutions.
(a) sports (b) social
(c) entertainment (d) financial

2. A _____ is a group characterised by an established relationship sufficiently
specific and long-lasting to provide for the reproduction and raising of
offspring.
(a) pulses (b) family
(c) friends (d) services

3. The traditional Joint Family is related to occupation, it is collapsing as a of
_____.
(a) modernisation (b) prosperity
(c) society (d) money

4. Families have _____ as well as function.
(a) struggle (b) system
(c) harmony (d) structure

5. Among the_____, bride prices are commonly used to facilitate marriage.
(a) elite (b) tribals
(c) poor (d) kings

6. Marriages in rural communities are less _____ than marriages in urban areas.
(a) entertaining (b) expensive
(c) energetic (d) fun
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7. In the rural setting _____ marriages are uncommon.
(a) boring (b) fancy
(c) internet (d) inter-caste

8. _____ is a socially sanctioned relationship between a man and a woman in
which they are legally bound to each other as husband and wife.
(a) Marriage (b) Services
(c) Business (d) Trade

9. Although the _____ system is a closed one, it is continually evolving.
(a) computer (b) social
(c) caste (d) water

10. The main power holder are the_____ castes.
(a) circuits (b) dominant
(c) transformer (d) poor

4.9 ANSWERS TO ‘CHECK YOUR PROGRESS’

Multiple Choice Questions

(1) social (2) Family

(3) modernisation (4) structure

(5) tribals (6) expensive

(7) inter-caste (8) Marriage

(9) Caste (10) dominant

4.10 SUMMARY

Social institutions are the framework and procedure that a human society uses
to plan, coordinate, and carry out the numerous tasks necessary to meet basic
human needs. Family is a social institution that exists everywhere. A family is a
group characterised by an established relationship sufficiently specific and long-
lasting to provide for the reproduction and raising of offspring. Many sociologists
have debated the joint family system, which is an important feature of rural family
structure. They say that because the traditional joint family is related to occupation,
it is collapsing as a result of modernisation. Others, on the other hand, say that as
long as the main village occupations continue to exist, joint families have a better
chance of surviving. Families function and have structure. Like the bones and
muscles in a body, a family's structure dictates its size and shape. Families have
both structure and function. A family’s structure, like a body’s bones and muscles,
defines its shape and size.

Marriage is a socially recognised union between a man and a woman in which
they are formally bound to one another as husband and wife. It is a significant
social institution that meets the requirements of both men and women in terms of
their physical, social, psychological, cultural, and economic well-being. Marriage is
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viewed as a socioreligious duty created to aid individuals in achieving three main
life goals: dharma (duty), rati (sensual pleasure), and praja (prosperity) (progeny).
The main power holders are the dominant castes. They make links with government
officials, elected officials, and political leaders from outside the country. They have
an impact on the political process. The establishment of democratic government in
India established favourable conditions. Even though the caste system is restricted,
it is always changing.

4.11 KEY TERMS

Family: A couple's extended family consists of their sons, unmarried
daughters, wives, and offspring of their sons. For as many generations as
there are alive today, the same pattern (sons, their wives and children, and
single daughters) is repeated.

Joint Family: A husband and wife, their sons, unmarried daughters, and
the wives and kids of their sons make form a joint family. The same
pattern (sons, their spouses and children, and unmarried daughters)
repeats itself for as many generations as there are alive today.

Marriage: Marriage is a socially accepted union in which a man and
woman are legally obligated to one another as husband and wife.

Monogamy: Monogamy limits a person to only have one spouse at a
time. In terms of monogamy, a man can only have one wife and a woman
can only have one spouse at any given moment. It provides the most
intense feelings of love and devotion.

Polyandry: In this kind of union, a lady marries more than one man.
Fraternal polyandry (one wife of several brothers) and non-fraternal
polyandry are two forms that are uncommon (one wife of several men
who are not related to one another).

Sororate: Sororate is the practise of marrying one’s wife’s younger sister
after the wife's death. Sororate marriage is usually practiced by people
from the lowest castes.

4.12 SELF-ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

Short Answer Questions
(1) List the Five Key institutions of rural life.

(2) List any 5 main Characteristics of Rural Family System

(3) Define Joint Family.

(4) List any 5 Features of Joint Family.

(5) List any 5 Characteristics of Rural Family System.DDE, P
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Long Answer Questions
(1) Explain the Functions of Joint Family.

(2) Explain factors affecting family structures.

(3) Explain the Types of Marriage.

(4) Explain the Rules of Marriage.

(5) Explain the Dysfunctions of Joint Family.
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Unit V Rural Governance

Learning Objectives:

By the end of this unit the learners would be able to:
Know about the Panchayati Raj
Understand the Evolution of Panchayati Raj and to know about the various
Committee related to it.
Understand about the 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act (1992), its
significance and salient features.
Understand the Structure of Rural Local Government of India.

Structure:
5.1 Introduction

5.2 Brief History

5.3 Introduction to Panchayati Raj

5.3.1 Evolution of Panchayati Raj

5.3.1.1 Balwant Rai Mehta Committee and the Panchayati Raj

5.3.1.2 Ashok Mehta Committee and the Panchayati Raj

5.3.1.3 G.V.K. Rao Committee and the Panchayati Raj

5.3.1.4 L.M. Singhvi Committee and Panchayati Raj

5.3.2 The 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act (1992)

5.3.2.1 Significance of the 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act
of 1992

5.3.2.2 Salient Features of the Act

5.3.3 Conclusion and Suggestions

5.4 Structure of Rural Local Government of India

5.5 Answers to ‘Check Your Progress’

5.6 Summary

5.7 Key Terms

5.8 Self-Assessment Questions and ExercisesDDE, P
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5.1 INTRODUCTION

Village Panchayats are a type of rural local administration in India that dates
back to the dawn of civilization. They were in charge of enforcing regulations and
resolving civil disputes. Following independence, local government and Panchayati
Raj were formed as subjects of the states under article 40 of the Indian Constitution
(directive principles of state policy), but did not elaborate on its structure, functions,
or other features.

Panchayati Raj, which was introduced in the 1960s, was a crucial step toward
institutionalising the process of promoting people’s participation in rural
development. Panchayats stayed dormant once the money for Community
Development Projects dried up in the middle of the 1960s. In each district and
society, a development body known as the District Rural Development Agency was
created in 1979–1980 and registered jointly by the Union and State Governments.

5.2 BRIEF HISTORY

Panchayats, or village assemblies, were self-governing entities with distinct
and well-defined functions in ancient India. The Panchayat system reflected not just
the collective will of the rural society, but also its collective wisdom. Rajasthan had
village Panchayats, same as the rest of the country. Under British administration, a
highly decentralised system of dispensing justice was adopted, causing the situation
to shift and the village Panchayat system to suffer a setback. There was an effort to
introduce local bodies under Viceroy Lord Ripon’s reign. The princely realms of
Jodhpur, Bharatpur, Jaipur, Sirohi, Udaipur, and Karauli in Rajasthan passed
Panchayat legislation. The state of Bikaner had its own Gram Panchayat Act in
1928. As a result, some of the former princely kingdoms had functioning
Panchayats at the time of independence, while others lacked such organisations.

A total of about 20 princely states and chiefdoms were gradually merged to
form Rajasthan, starting with the Matsya Union (which included the former
princely states of Alwar and Bharatpur) and concluding with the inclusion of Sirohi
state into the Rajasthan union. Greater Rajasthan was created in March 1949, with
Jaipur serving as its administrative centre. Ajmer, a Part-C state, and portions of
Bombay and Madhya Pradesh were merged into Rajasthan in 1956 as the final step
in the creation of the current state of Rajasthan, giving the state its current
geopolitical identity. This decision was made based on the recommendation of the
State's Reorganization Commission.

Following the passage of the Rajasthan Panchayat Act in 1953, local
Panchayats were established all over the state.

In the democratic decentralisation programme, which envisions a three-tiered
system of legislative bodies at the village, block, and district levels, Rajasthan is
famous for being one of the first states to accept it. On October 2, 1959, then-Prime
Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru introduced the system in Nagour, Rajasthan,
under the name Panchayati Raj.
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In September–October 1959, the first elections mandated under the Rajasthan
Panchayat Samitis and Zilla Parishads Act, 1959, were held. The three-tier
Panchayati Raj system was implemented on October 2, 1959, in accordance with
the Rajasthan Panchayat Act, 1953, starting with the already-existing Panchayats at
the village level. A three-tiered Indian administration structure for rural
development is called Panchayati Raj. India's Panchayati Raj system of local self-
government seeks to establish village, district, and regional self-government.

Panchayati Raj is a major topic, and questions from this portion of the IAS test
are frequently asked. This article will cover the evolution of Panchayati Raj,
numerous Panchayati Raj committees, key characteristics of the 73rd Constitutional
Amendment Act, Gram Panchayat functions, and other aspects of this topic for the
UPSC polity and governance syllabus.

5.3 INTRODUCTION TO PANCHAYATI RAJ

Rural development is a primary goal of Panchayati Raj, and it has been
implemented in every Indian state save Nagaland, Meghalaya, and Mizoram, as
well as all Union Territories except Delhi and a few other places. These areas
include:

(a) The scheduled and the tribal areas in the states;

(b) The Manipur hill area, which has a district council, and

(c) Darjeeling district of West Bengal, which has the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill
Council.

5.3.1 Evolution of Panchayati Raj
In India, the Panchayati Raj system predates independence as well. In rural

India, the village panchayat has long been the main political organisation.
Panchayats were traditionally elected councils having executive and judicial
authority in ancient India. The prominence of village panchayats had been eroded
by foreign dominance, particularly Mughal and British, as well as natural and
forced socioeconomic developments. However, prior to independence, the
panchayats served as vehicles for the dominance of the top castes over the lower
castes, which widened the difference based on socioeconomic status or caste
hierarchy.

The Panchayati Raj System experienced significant growth following
independence and the formulation of the Constitution. “The state shall take steps to
organise village panchayats and invest them with such powers and authority as may
be necessary to allow them to function as units of self-government,” the Indian
Constitution stated in Article 40.

The Indian government established a number of committees to investigate and
give recommendations on how to achieve self-governance in rural areas.
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The following committees have been formed:

Balwant Rai Mehta Committee

Ashok Mehta Committee

G.V.K. Rao Committee

L M Singhvi Committee

5.3.1.1 Balwant Rai Mehta Committee and the Panchayati Raj

The group was established in 1957 to examine the National Extension Service
and the Community Development Program and make suggestions for enhancements.
The panel recommended the creation of the Panchayati Raj, a democratic
decentralised local government.

Committee's recommendations - The Committee's recommendations consist of
the following:

A three-tier Panchayati Raj structure consisting of Gram Panchayats,
Panchayat Samitis, and Zila Parishads.

The Panchayat Samiti and Zila Parishad are created by representatives
who were elected indirectly, whilst the Gram Panchayat is constituted by
directly elected delegates.

Planning and development are the fundamental objectives of the
Panchayati Raj system.

The Panchayat Samiti should serve as the executive body, and the Zila
Parishad should serve as the advisory and oversight body.

The District Collector will preside over the Zila Parishad.

It also asked for resources to support them in fulfilling their duties and
obligations.

The Balwant Rai Mehta Committee revitalised panchayat administration in the
nation by promoting the importance of Panchayati Raj institutions in national
programmes for community development. The goal of the Panchayats was to
advance democratic decentralisation through engaging communities effectively
through well-planned programmes. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s then-Prime
Minister, backed the panchayat system, saying, “...authority and responsibility must
be entrusted to the people in the villages.... Let us empower the panchayats to carry
out their responsibilities and duties.”

5.3.1.2 Ashok Mehta Committee and the Panchayati Raj

The committee was set up in 1977 with the goal of revitalising and
strengthening India's ailing Panchayati Raj system.

The key recommendations are:

A two-tier structure made up of the Mandal Panchayat (at the village
level) and the Zila Parishad (at the district level) should take the place of
the current three-tier system (at the village level).

DDE, P
on

dic
he

rry
 U

niv
ers

ity



NOTES

103

Rural Governance

Rural Sociology

After the state level, the district level is the first level of supervision.

The district's executive body and planning committee should be the Zila
Parishad.

The institutions (Zila Parishad and Mandal Panchayat) should have the
legal authority to levy taxes in order to raise their own funds.

5.3.1.3 G.V. K. Rao Committee and the Panchayati Raj

The planning commission created the committee in 1985. It acknowledged
that bureaucratization had made it so that development was invisible at the
community level, giving rise to the phrase "grass without roots" to describe
Panchayat Raj institutions. As a result, the following important recommendations
were made:

The Zila Parishad is the most significant organisation in the plan of
democratic decentralisation. The Zila Parishad will be the primary body
in charge of district-level development programmes.

Specific planning, execution, and monitoring of rural development
programmes should be handed to the Panchayati Raj system's district and
lower levels.

The job of District Development Commissioner will be established. He
will serve as the CEO of the Zila Parishad.

Panchayati Raj elections ought to take place frequently.

5.3.1.4 L.M. Singhvi Committee and Panchayati Raj

The Government of India created the committee in 1986 with the goal of
recommending ways to reestablish Panchayati Raj structures in order to promote
democracy and development. The committee recommended the following:

The committee proposed that the Panchayati Raj systems be recognised
by the Constitution. It also proposed that the Panchayati Raj systems
include clauses recognising free and fair elections in the constitution.

The committee suggested that villages be reorganised to make the
gramme panchayat more sustainable.

It was suggested that local panchayats be given extra funds to support
their work.

Judicial tribunals would be created in each state to hear cases relating
Panchayati Raj elections and other issues pertaining to their operation.

All of this supports the assertion that panchayats can be very effective at
locating and resolving local issues, involving village residents in developmental
activities, enhancing communication between different levels of government,
fostering leadership abilities, and, in short, assisting the States' basic development
without requiring too many structural changes. In 1959, Rajasthan and Andhra
Pradesh became the first two states to implement Panchayati Raj, and thereafter,
other states did the same. While each state has unique traits, there are some that
they all share. For instance, a three-tier system with panchayats at the village level,
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panchayat samitis at the block level, and zila parishads at the district level has been
developed in the majority of states. The Parliament passed two amendments to the
Constitution, the 73rd Constitution Amendment for rural local bodies (panchayats)
and the 74th Constitution Amendment for urban local bodies (municipalities),
renaming them as "institutions of self-government" as a result of the persistent
efforts of civil society organisations, intellectuals, and progressive political leaders.
As a result of the persistent efforts of civil society organisations, intellectuals, and
progressive political leaders, the 73rd Constitution Amendment for rural local
bodies (panchayats) and the 74th Constitution Amendment for urban local bodies
(municipalities) making them "institutions of self-government". Every state had
passed legislation according to the new constitutional standards within a year.

5.3.2 The 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act (1992)
The Constitutional (73rd Amendment) Act, passed by the Narasimha Rao

administration in 1992, became effective on April 24, 1993. Its purpose was to give
constitutional backing to the establishment of “democracy at the grass roots level,
just as it is at the state or national level.” The 73rd amendment to the Indian
Constitution, which took effect in 1992, marked the beginning of the current era,
during which panchayats are referred to as institutions of local self-government.
There are currently 250,000 Gram Panchayats, 6500 Panchayat Samitis, and 500
Zilla Parishads in the country.

5.3.2.1 Significance of the73rd Constitutional Amendment Act of 1992
The Act added Part IX, “The Panchayats,” to the Constitution, as well as
the Eleventh Schedule, which contains the panchayats’ 29 functional
items.

Articles 243 through 243 O are included in Part IX of the Constitution.

The Amendment Operate gives shape to Article 40 of the Constitution
(directive principles of state policy), which requires the state to organise
village panchayats and give them the authority and power they need to
function as autonomous governments.

Panchayati Raj systems are currently covered under the Constitution’s
justifiable portion, which mandates that governments adopt the system.
Additionally, elections will be held in Panchayati Raj institutions
notwithstanding what the state administration thinks.

The Act is divided into two sections: mandatory and voluntary. State
legislation must incorporate mandatory measures, such as the
development of new Panchayati Raj systems. On the other side, the state
government has discretion over voluntary provisions.

The Act is an important step toward building up democratic institutions
throughout the nation. Participatory democracy has taken the place of
representative democracy as a result of the Act.
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5.3.2.2 Salient Features of the Act
(1) Gram Sabha: The Gram Sabha is the main legislative body in the

Panchayati Raj system. All of the registered voters in the panchayat's area
make up the village assembly. The state legislature will establish what
powers it will have and what responsibilities it will fulfil. On the
government's official website, https://grammanchitra.gov.in/, candidates
can learn about the roles of gram panchayats and how they work.

(2) Three-tier system: The Act mandates that a three-tier Panchayati Raj
system be implemented by each state (village, intermediate and district
level). States with populations of fewer than 20 lakh people are unlikely
to be classified as intermediate.

(3) Election of members and chairperson: Members of the Panchayati Raj
at all levels are elected directly, whereas chairpersons at the intermediate
and district levels are chosen indirectly from the elected representatives,
and, in accordance with state law, the chairperson is chosen at the village
level.

(4) Seat reservations:

Reservations for SC and ST will be made in proportion to their
population percentage at all three tiers.

At all levels of the panchayat, women shall hold not less than one-
third of the total number of seats and not less than one-third of the
total number of chairperson positions.

Additionally, the state legislature has the authority to decide
whether to reserve seats for members of underprivileged classes in
the chairman role or at all panchayat levels.

(5) Term of Panchayat: The Act stipulates that all levels of the panchayat
have a five-year term of office. The panchayat, on the other hand, may be
dissolved before to the end of its term. However, to create the new
panchayat, new elections must be held-

prior to the end of the five-year term or,

in the case of a split, prior to the conclusion of the six-month period
following the dissolution date.

(6) Disqualification: If a person is disqualified, he is ineligible to be chosen
as or to serve as a member of the panchayat –

Under any statute currently in force for the purpose of elections to
the state's legislature.

Under any state legislature-enacted legislation. If a person has
reached the age of 21, he or she cannot be disqualified because he or
she is under the age of 25.

Furthermore, all questions about disqualification shall be forwarded
to a state legislature-designated authority.
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(7) State Election Commission:

The commission is in charge of supervising, directing, and
controlling the creation of electoral rolls and managing the
panchayat election process.

The state legislature has the authority to enact provisions for all
subjects relevant to panchayat elections.

(8) Powers and Functions: The Panchayats may receive the rights and
privileges required for them to function as independent legal entities from
the state legislature. Gram Panchayat work may be covered by such a
scheme, including

Economic growth and social justice plans are being developed.

Putting into practise any programmes for social justice and
economic progress that may be assigned to them, including those
pertaining to the 29 subjects included in the Eleventh Schedule.

(9) Finances:The state legislature may -

Give a panchayat the authority to levy, collect, and allocate levies,
taxes, and fees.

Assign the state government's levied and collected taxes, charges,
tolls, and fees to a panchayat.

Allow for the distribution of grants-in-aid from the state's
consolidated fund to panchayats.

Make provisions for the creation of funds to

(10) Finance Commission: The panchayats' financial situation is examined
by the state finance commission, which also makes suggestions on how to
enhance the panchayat’s resources.

(11) Audit of Accounts: Measures for panchayat account keeping and audits
may be adopted by the state legislature.

(12) Application to Union Territories: The President may determine that the
Act’s provisions be applied to any union territory, subject to exclusions
and adjustments made by the President.

(13) Exempted states and areas: The states of Nagaland, Meghalaya, and
Mizoram, as well as some other places, are exempted from the Act. These
are some of them:

In the states, there are scheduled regions and tribal areas.

Manipur’s hilly region, for which a district council exists.

Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council is based in West Bengal’s
Darjeeling district.

Parliament, on the other hand, has the authority to extend this section to
certain sectors, subject to the exceptions and modifications it provides.
As a result, the PESA Act was passed.
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(14) Continuation of current law: Until one year after the beginning of this
Act, all state legislation relating to panchayats will remain in effect. In
other words, within a year of the Act's April 24, 1993, beginning, states
must put the new Panchayati Raj system it is built on into effect. All
Panchayats that existed prior to the Act’s enactment will remain in place
until their terms expire, unless the state legislature dissolves them sooner.

(15) Interference by courts is prohibited: The Act prohibits courts from
meddling with panchayat elections. It states that no act relating to the
definition of constituencies or the distribution of seats to those
constituencies may be invalidated by a court. It also provides that no
panchayat election can be disputed unless an election petition is lodged
with the relevant body and in the manner required by the state legislature.

5.3.3 Conclusion and Suggestions
In India, the concept of Panchayati Raj is not new. There have been evidence

of the aforementioned method being used successfully in the administration of
minor units of countries, such as villages. This concept has been recognised by
numerous Constitutional builders, and it has been accorded constitutional
legitimacy under Part IX by virtue of the Seventy Third Amendment, keeping in
mind the Constituent Assembly's aim. Even after two decades of constitutionally
mandated Panchayati Raj operation in India, there have been a number of
challenges with its efficient operation.

It is fair to state that Panchayati Raj institutions have begun to play their
administrative roles in the way that they were intended. However, the issue arises
during the stage of receiving input from the key stakeholder, i.e. the general public.
Various nefarious tactics, such as proxy voting, widespread corruption, and
political party domination, have induced the institution today. As a result, it is
critical to begin the reform process with the people in mind, which includes
educating voters until they are capable of understanding their rights and obligations.

In India, even panchayat administration demands fundamental reform because
it lacks the authority to raise taxes, making it economically dependent on the state
government and losing its independence. Political parties play an important role in
the Panchayati Raj system, and these difficulties must be addressed as soon as
possible. It is evident that the Panchayati Raj Institutions have made significant
progress toward achieving the purpose for which they were established. However,
today’s world brings with it a slew of issues that must be handled. Because the bulk
of the population in India lives in rural regions, it is critical that the administration
of such units be successful.

5.4 STRUCTURE OF RURAL LOCAL GOVERNMENT OF
INDIA

This is how the governance structure looks, however for the purposes of our
discussion, we’ll start with the district to talk about authorities and functions.
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District Panchayat: At the district level, the District Panchayat is the highest
authority. It has broad executive powers, a substantial yearly budget, and a high
degree of planning autonomy, and it is partly elected indirectly.

Zilla Parishad: Functions:

To control, coordinate and guide the village samitis and gram panchayat

To coordinate and consolidate the plans of the panchayat samitis.

To ensure that plans, projects, schemes, and other such items are carried
out.

Powers:

To provide advice to the state government on all things connected to
Gram Panchayat and Panchayat Samiti development activity.

If a scheme involves more than one block, it may be undertaken or
executed.

Taking over work to redirect, discontinue, or close roads is a possibility.

To hand over control of highways to the state.

Gram Panchayat - planning / monitoring:

Prepare plans for economic progress and social fairness, then put them
into action.

Have the authority to perform all acts required or incidental to the
performance of the tasks entrusted, assigned, or delegated.

Powers to promote and report officials who are misbehaving.

They have taxation authority in all states, whereas other tiers have
extremely limited financial capabilities.

Gram Sabha – the lead is full-time / in a meeting, one-third of the members
are women, or the meeting is called off.

Approve the annual budget and set development plans.

Assist in the implementation

Beneficiary identification

Mobilize voluntary labour and monetary or in-kind contributions for
community welfare programmes.

Village:

Water supply for home use and for cattle (sanitation and health).

Village lighting.

Widespread dissemination of education(education and culture).

Preparation of plans for the village’s development (planning and
administration).

In case a natural disaster strikes, residents receive assistance.
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Check Your Progress
Multiple Choice Questions
1. Village Panchayats are a type of ____ local administration in India that dates
back to the dawn of civilization.
(a) social (b) rural
(c) pleasure (d) ledger

2. Panchayati Raj, which was introduced in the _____ was a crucial step towards
institutionalising the process of promoting people’s participation in rural
development.
(a) rules (b) 1960
(c) 2021 (d) 2014

3. _____ development is one of Panchayati Raj’s goals
(a) Rural (b) Prosperity
(c) Theatre (d) Money

4. Which one is not a Committee set up by the Indian Government to look into
the implementation of Self-Governance.
(a) Balwant Rai Mehta Committee (b) L.M. Singhvi Committee
(c) G.V.K. Rao Committee (d) Alok Kumar Committee

5. On April 24, _____, the Constitutional (73rd Amendment) Act, which was
passed by the Narsimha Rao Government in 1992, went into effect.
(a) 1995 (b) 1993
(c) 1998 (d) 1999

6. The Panchayati Raj System’s primary legislative body is the _____ Sabha.
(a) Great (b) Gram
(c) Good (d) Grand

7. For women, not less than one-third of the total number of seats and not less
than one-third of the total number of Chairperson positions at all levels of the
_____ should be designated for women.
(a) parties (b) seminars
(c) games (d) panchayat

8. The _____ commission of the state examines the financial situation of the
panchayats and makes recommendations on how to supplement the
Panchayati’s resources.
(a) finance (b) services
(c) health (d) internet

9. India’s economy is mostly centered on _____.
(a) tarding (b) agriculture
(c) racing (d) public

5.5 ANSWERS TO ‘CHECK YOUR PROGRESS’

Multiple Choice Questions

(1) rural (2) 1960

(3) Rural (4) Alok Kumar Committee
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(5) 1993 (6) Gram

(7) panchayat (8) finance

(9) agriculture

5.6 SUMMARY

Village Panchayats are a type of rural local administration in India that dates
back to the dawn of civilization. They were in charge of enforcing regulations and
resolving civil disputes. Panchayati Raj, which was introduced in the 1960s, was a
crucial step toward institutionalising the process of promoting people's participation
in rural development. The Indian government established a number of committees
to investigate and give recommendations on how to achieve self-governance in
rural areas. The following committees have been formed: Balwant Rai Mehta
Committee, Ashok Mehta Committee, G.V.K. Rao Committee, L.M. Singhvi
Committee. On April 24, 1993, the Constitutional (73rd Amendment) Act, which
was passed by the Narasimha Rao government in 1992, went into effect. Its purpose
was to give constitutional backing to the establishment of “democracy at the grass
roots level, just as it is at the state or national level.” At the district level, the
District Panchayat is the highest authority. It has broad executive powers, a
substantial yearly budget, and a high degree of planning autonomy, and it is partly
elected indirectly.

5.7 KEY TERMS

Panchayati Raj: Panchayati Raj, which was introduced in the 1960s,
was a crucial step toward institutionalising the process of promoting
people’s participation in rural development.
Balwant Rai Mehta Committee: The committee was established in
1957 to investigate and recommend improvements to the Community
Development Program and the National Extension Service. The group
recommended that the Panchayati Raj—a democratically decentralised
local government—be founded.
The 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act (1992): On April 24, 1993,
the Constitutional (73rd Amendment) Act, which was passed by the
Narasimha Rao government in 1992, went into effect. Its purpose was to
give constitutional backing to the establishment of “democracy at the
grass roots level, just as it is at the state or national level.”
Gram Sabha: The Panchayati Raj system's main legislative body is the
Gram Sabha. All the registered voters in the panchayat make up the
village assembly.
Term of Panchayat: The Act stipulates that all levels of the panchayat
have a five-year term of office.
Audit of Accounts: Measures for maintaining and auditing panchayat
accounts may be adopted by the state legislature.
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5.8 SELF-ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

Short Answer Questions
(1) List the the names of the 4 Committee set up by the Indian Government

to look into the implementation of Self-Government in Rural Areas.

(2) Define Gram Sabha.

(3) What is the Term of Office of a Panchayat?

(4) List 2 functions of Zilla Parishad.

(5) List functions of Gram Panchayat.

Long Answer Questions
(1) Write a short note on Panchayati Raj tracing its History.

(2) Explain about the Balwant Rai Mehta Committee and Ashok Mehta
Committee set up by the Government of India to look into the
implementation of self-governance in rural areas and make
recommendations on how to get there.

(3) Explain about the G.V.K. Rao Committee and L.M. Singhvi Committee
set up by the Government of India to look into the implementation of
self-governance in rural areas and make recommendations on how to get
there.

(4) Explain any 10 Salient Features of the 73rd Constitutional Amendment
Act of 1992?

(5) Write a short note on Structure of Rural Local Government of India.
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Unit VI Rural Development

Learning Objectives:

By the end of this unit the learners would be able to:
Understand the Rules Development in India: Concept, Objectives and
Importance.
Know about the Science and Technology for Rural Development.
Know about the Swarnajayanti Gram Swarojgar Yojana (SGSY)
Know about the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA).

Structure:
6.1 Introduction

6.2 Rural Development: A Strategy for Poverty Alleviation in India

6.3 Aims and Objectives

6.3.1 Objectives of Rural Development

6.4 Role and Functions of the Government

6.5 Importance of Rural Development

6.6 Strategies and Programs for Rural Development

6.6.1 Integrated Rural Development Programme (IRDP)

6.6.2 Wage Employment Programmes

6.6.3 Employment Assurance Scheme (EAS)

6.6.4 Food for Work Programme

6.6.5 Rural Housing

6.6.6 Social Security Programmes

6.6.7 Land Reforms

6.7 Science and Technology for Rural Development

6.7.1 Government Schemes Focusing on Science and Technology

6.8 Swarnajayanti Gram Swarojgar Yojana (SGSY)

6.8.1 Objectives

6.9 Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA)

6.9.1 History

6.10 Conclusion
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6.11 Answers to ‘Check Your Progress’

6.12 Summary

6.13 Key Terms

6.14 Self-Assessment Questions and Exercises

6.1 INTRODUCTION

Rural development is the process of enhancing the standard of living and
financial security of those who reside in rural areas. The rural sector’s
backwardness would be a key hindrance to the economy’s overall expansion. India
is predominantly an agricultural nation, with agriculture serving as the main
industry for earning money.

The quality of life and financial security of those who live in rural or sparsely
populated areas can be improved through rural development. In the past, poor
management of land-intensive natural resources like forestry and agriculture has
been the focal point of rural development. The nature of rural areas has altered,
though, as a result of increased urbanisation and changes in international industrial
networks.

The country’s overall development is still centred on rural development. More
than two thirds of the inhabitants of the nation make their living via agriculture,
while one third of rural India continues to live in poverty. In order to raise people's
living standards, the government must be active and provide enough infrastructure.

Actions performed to develop rural areas in order to boost the economy are
referred to as "rural development." However, there are several sectors that demand
novel approaches and more concentrated attention:

Education,

Public health and sanitation,

Women’s empowerment,

Infrastructure development (electricity, irrigation, etc.),

Agricultural extension and research facilities,

Loan availability, and

Employment possibilities.

6.2 RURAL DEVELOPMENT: A STRATEGY FOR
POVERTY ALLEVIATION IN INDIA

Rural development has recently gotten a lot of worldwide attention, especially
in developing countries. For a nation like India, where more than 65% of the
population lives in rural regions, it is crucial. India's current rural development
policy prioritises the creation of more chances for livelihood, the delivery of
essential services, and infrastructural improvements through creative wage and self-
employment programmes. This page provides an overview of the Indian
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government’s role and function, as well as its rural development programmes.
There has been a brief discussion of science and technical interventions in rural
development, and efforts have been made to catalogue some of the relevant
technologies developed by several research institutes and organisations that might
be employed in rural areas. In addition, the actual accomplishments made during
the Xth plan, it has been emphasised to show the current trend of development
operations carried out by the Ministry of Rural Development, as well as the
projected purpose and strategy for the XIth plan.

One of the most essential parts of India's economic prosperity is rural
development. The foundation of India's economy is agriculture. The gross domestic
product (GDP) of India is largely derived from agriculture. In order to support
agriculture’s growth, the Indian government has designed a number of rural
development programmes. The Ministry of Rural Development is the apex
authority in India for developing rural development policies, rules, and laws. The
rural economy and industry depend heavily on agriculture, handicrafts, fishing,
poultry, and dairy.

Over the years, the emphasis, approaches, strategies, and programmes for
rural development have changed. As a result, it now has a new dimension and
offers fresh possibilities. Rural development can only deepen and become more
significant with the engagement of development clients. Rural development is
centred on community involvement, just as planning is put to the test via
implementation. People's participation in the development process is one of the
most important requirements from a procedural and philosophical standpoint. The
participation of various rural communities must be sought out by development
planners and administrators in order to make plans participatory.

6.3 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

The goal of rural development is to give rural residents better access to
resources (such as natural, physical, human, technological, and social capital) and
control over productive capital (in its financial, economic, and political forms),
thereby enabling them to improve their quality of life in a way that is both equitable
and sustainable.

Rural development programmes have sought to end poverty and
unemployment by building essential social and economic infrastructure, providing
training to young people who are unemployed in rural areas, and hiring marginal
farmers and labourers in order to deter seasonal and permanent migration to cities.

6.3.1 Objectives of Rural Development
The government’s goals for the sixth five-year plan for rural development are:

To increase the productivity and income of rural residents,

To make sure there are more and quicker employment openings,

To end unemployment and drastically cut down on underemployment,
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To provide an improvement in the level of living for the underprivileged
population, and

To provide basic services such primary education, healthcare, clean
drinking water, and rural roads.

6.4 ROLE AND FUNCTIONS OF THE GOVERNMENT

The government's policies and programmes have prioritised reducing poverty,
fostering employment and income opportunities, and providing infrastructure and
essential services to meet the needs of the rural poor. In India, the Ministry of Rural
Development is the supreme authority for formulating policies, regulations, and
legislation pertaining to rural development. The main industries that contribute to
rural business and economy are agriculture, handicrafts, fishing, poultry, and dairy.
A significant development for the rural sector is Bharat Nirman, a programme run
by the Indian government in partnership with state governments and Panchayati Raj
institutions.

The Ministry of Rural Development introduced the National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act in 2005 to improve living conditions and ensure their
sustainability in India’s rural sector. In India, the Ministry of Rural Development is
working on legislation to enhance the social and economic conditions of the rural
population. Department of Rural Development, Department of Land Resources, and
Department of Drinking Water Supply are the three departments that make up the
ministry. The Council for Advancement of People’s Action and Rural Technology
(CAPART), the National Institute of Rural Development (NIRD), and the National
Rural Road Development Agency (NRRDA) are all autonomous agencies within
the Department of Rural Development. The ministry’s goal can be summarised as
encouraging, promoting, and assisting volunteer activity in the implementation of
programmes aimed at improving rural wealth. It supports and encourages volunteer
activities in rural development, with a focus on the introduction of new technical
inputs. It also acts as a focal point for all efforts aimed at creating and distributing
technology relevant to rural development in its broadest sense, as well as helping
and promoting environmental and natural resource conservation programmes.

However, numerous central government ministries, including as Agriculture,
Health and Family Welfare, New and Renewable Energy, Science and Technology,
Women and Child Development, and Tribal Affairs, are involved in the execution
of numerous rural development programmes and initiatives, either directly or
indirectly. In order to strengthen grassroots democracy, the government is also
constantly attempting to strengthen Panchayat Raj Institutions in terms of their
functions, authority, and resources. Grama Sabha, NGOs, Self-Help Groups, and
PRIs all have important roles to play in making participatory democracy
meaningful and effective.DDE, P
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6.5 IMPORTANCE OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT

The bulk of rural population as well as the nation's overall economic growth
depend on rural development. The importance of rural development in the nation is
regarded to have increased since earlier periods in the nation's history. It's a tactic
used to increase productivity, socioeconomic equality, and aspiration while also
promoting social and economic stability.

The major goals are to end hunger, which affects over 70% of the rural
population, and to supply adequate nutritious food. The provision of food, water,
shelter, clothing, and footwear is a primary responsibility. Secondary obligations
include providing access to healthcare, leisure activities, education, transportation,
and communication.

6.6 STRATEGIES AND PROGRMS FOR RURAL
DEVELOPMENT

The rural economy of India contributes significantly to the national economy.
The major goal of rural development is to raise the standard of living for rural
residents by reducing poverty through self-employment and paid employment
initiatives. To develop the Panchayati Raj institution, it is also necessary to provide
community infrastructure like as potable water, electricity, road connectivity, health
facilities, rural housing, and education, as well as promote decentralisation of
powers. The following are the government’s different rural development initiatives
and programmes:

6.6.1 Integrated Rural Development Programme (IRDP)
Over the course of consecutive plan eras, the IRDP has helped the rural poor

by providing subsidies and bank loans for opportunities to find gainful jobs.
Following that, IRDP sub-programs such as Training of Rural Youth for Self
Employment (TRYSEM), Development of Women and Children in Rural Areas
(DWCRA), Supply of Improved Tool Kits to Rural Artisans (SITRA), and Ganga
Kalyan Yojana (GKY) were created to address the specific needs of the rural
population.

6.6.2 Wage Employment Programmes
Anti-poverty tactics, such is helping rural poor households so they might

escape poverty by securing a consistent cash source through social mobilisation,
training, and capacity building. Wage Numerous goals have been tried to be
achieved by employment programmes. They offer employment not only during
challenging farming seasons but also in times of drought, flood, and other
calamities. They build rural infrastructure that stimulates economic development.
Swarnjayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana (SGSY), Sampoorna Grameen Rozgar
Yojana (SGRY), and the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA) are
among the programmes included. A law enacted by Parliament is the NREGA. It's
not only a strategy or a directive. It aims to increase the livelihood security of
people living in rural areas by ensuring a rural household with members who
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volunteer to perform manual labour 100 days of paid employment per fiscal year.
The Act aims to increase the resource base for the rural poor's means of subsistence
and to create long-term assets.

6.6.3 Employment Assurance Scheme (EAS)
The EAS started in October 1993 and covered 1,778 areas that were prone to

drought in the desert, tribal areas, and hills. In 1997-98, it was expanded to cover
all of the blocks. The purpose of establishing the EAS was to give manual labour
jobs during the lean agricultural season. The program's projects were meant to help
address people's apparent needs while simultaneously constructing long-term
economic and social infrastructure.

6.6.4 Food for Work Programme
The Food for Work initiative was launched by the EAS in eight drought-

stricken states in 2000-01: Chattisgarh, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Orissa, Rajasthan, Maharastra, and Uttaranchal. The programme aims to
give meals in exchange for paid labour. States are supplied food grains for free.
Food grains for the scheme, however, are taking longer than expected to arrive
from the Food Corporation of India (FCI) godowns.

6.6.5 Rural Housing
The IAY is the main effort for providing free housing to rural populations,

which began in 1985-86. Targets include scheduled castes (SCs) and scheduled
tribes (STs), as well as households and released bonded labourers. Many BPL
families have been able to purchase pucca houses thanks to the rural housing
initiative. Due to resource limits, the beneficiaries’ coverage is limited. In 25 blocks,
the Samagra Awas Yojana (SAY) was implemented to ensure housing convergence,
safe drinking water, sanitation, and shared drainage.

6.6.6 Social Security Programs
Democratic decentralisation and centrally funded Social Assistance Programs

were two of the government’s main priorities in the 1990s. The National Social
Assistance Program (NSAP), which started in August 1995, is an important step in
realising the State Policy Directive Principles. The NSAP is divided into three
sections: NOAPS (National Old Age Pension Scheme); NFBS (National Family
Benefit Scheme); NMBS (National Maternity Benefit Scheme). The National
Social Assistance Program (NSAP) is a federally funded programme that strives to
offer a minimum national standard of social assistance in addition to what states
provide from their own resources. The NOAPS pays poor BPL people over the age
of 65 a monthly allowance of ` 75. The NFBS is a scheme that provides ` 10,000
to BPL families in the case of the breadwinner’s death. The NMBS provides ` 500
to help pregnant mothers with their nutritional needs. In addition to NSAP, the
Annapurna plan began on April 1, 2000, to offer food security to older individuals
who were eligible for pension under NOAPS but were unable to get it owing to
budget problems.
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6.6.7 Land Reforms
The structure of land ownership is critical to the people’s well-being in an

agro-based economy. Abolition of intermediaries, abolition of zamindari, ceiling
regulations, security of tenure for tenants, consolidation of land holdings, and
outlawing of tenancy are some of the actions adopted by the government to reform
the ownership structure of cultivable land. Furthermore, an effective land reform
programme requires a land record management system. In Orissa and Bihar, a
government funded scheme for Strengthening Revenue Administration and
Updating Land Records (SRA & ULR) was implemented in 1987-88.

6.7 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR RURAL
DEVELOPMENT

The country's promotion of science and technology is significantly aided by
the Ministry of Science and Technology. The department supports advanced basic
research and the creation of cutting-edge technology, but on the other hand, it
addresses the technological demands of the average person by developing
necessary skills and technology. Appropriate rural technology focuses on basic and
accessible technologies for the benefit of ordinary people and their communities,
and utilises local or regional ability to meet local needs without relying on external
influences. Developing technologies for rural areas involves a huge number of
governments, public and private non-governmental organisations. However, these
technologies have had little impact on the lives of rural people. The issue appears to
be not only with technology production, diffusion, and adoption, but also with
inadequate documentation. NRDC, CAPART, TRCS, NIRD, DST, DBT, CSIR,
ICAR, KVKs, and other volunteer groups, among others, have recently undertaken
efforts to compile a technology compendium for rural areas in order to disseminate
information and raise public awareness.

6.7.1 Government Schemes Focusing on Science and Technology
(1) S&T Application for Rural Development (STARD): Aims to support

the development of cutting-edge rural development technologies and
potential S&T-based field groups.

(2) S&T for Women: To encourage technology innovation, development,
and adaptation to enhance the lives of women, their working
environments, and their opportunities for gainful employment,
particularly in rural areas

(3) S&T Application for Weaker Sections (STAWS): Aims to aid those
who are struggling economically, both in urban and rural locations.

(4) Tribal sub-plan: Aims to make scheduled tribes' living conditions better
through sustainable science and technology initiatives.

(5) SCP (Special Component Plan): Aims to employ science and
technology to improve the lives of the SC community's most
underprivileged citizens.
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6.8 SWARNAJAYANTI GRAM SWAROJGAR YOJANA
(SGSY)

The Swarnajayanti Gram Swarojgar Yojana (SGSY) was implemented from
1st of April 1999. The DRDC (District Rural Development Cell) has placed a
greater emphasis on Self Help Groups (SHGs) since its inception, as they have been
found to be more appropriate in West Bengal’s rural areas due to their emphasis on
community involvement in the alleviation of poverty and social injustices. The
Block and Panchayats are advised to focus their efforts on establishing self-help
groups and bolstering already-existing groups, such the DWCRA groups. It has
been shown that groups are more responsive to financial management components
than individuals. Furthermore, given the large number of families on the BPL, an
individual method appears to be unworkable in comparison to a collective strategy.

The Swarnajayanthi Gram Swarozgar Yojana Scheme is a comprehensive
method to eradicating poverty in rural India by providing rural Swarozgars with
self-employment opportunities. District Rural Development Agencies are in charge
of implementing this scheme across the country. This programme is jointly funded
by the Centre and the State in the proportion of 75:25. It is intended to assist low-
income rural families in escaping poverty. This is accomplished by providing target
groups with income-generating assets and inputs through a package of assistance
that includes a subsidy and a bank loan.

6.8.1 Objectives
SGSY arose from the merger of the Integrated Rural Development Program

(IRDP), Training for Rural Youth in Self-Employment (TRYSEM), Development
of Women and Children in Rural Areas (DWCRA), and Supply of Improved
Toolkits to Rural Artisans in 1999-2000. (SITRA).

The program’s goal is to lift every helped disadvantaged family out of poverty
by providing a significant and long-term source of income. Through a process of
social mobilisation, training, and capacity building, as well as the provision of
assets that might generate income, the rural poor will be organised into Self Help
Groups (SHGs). A thorough examination of the SGSY has revealed several flaws,
despite significant regional disparities in the mobilisation of the rural poor,
inadequate efforts to increase beneficiary capacity, underfunding of local
organisations, and limited bank connections, resulting in low credit mobilisation
and repeat financing. Several states have been unable to completely utilise funding
received through the SGSY. The poor were unable to access higher-order support
services such as productivity enhancement, marketing linkage, risk management,
and other services due to the lack of aggregate institutions for the poor, such as
SHG federations. According to the findings of several evaluation studies, the SGSY
plan has been somewhat successful in reducing rural poverty, especially in areas
where systematic poor mobilisation into SHGs, as well as their capacity building
and skills enhancement, have been carried out in a process-intensive manner. The
government has therefore chosen to rename the SGSY as the National Rural
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Livelihoods Mission (NRLM), which would be carried out as a mission throughout
the nation.

The State Poverty Eradication Mission (SPEM) in the state is in charge of
implementing the National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM) (Kudumbashree).

It appears to be an arduous struggle to pull at least 600 BPL households out of
poverty in three years while ensuring a monthly income of ` 2000. However,
DRDC thinks that the same may be accomplished with great success with the
support and collaboration of the public, line departments, banks, blocks, and
panchayats. Performance of SGSY is heavily reliant on the coordinated actions of
all external facilitators, such as the government, panchayats, and banks. This
pamphlet also contains significant government circulars related to SGSY in order to
create greater coordination among them and to emphasise the unified approach. We
hope that this would be beneficial to all facilitators involved in the SGSY
implementation:

SGSY was created to address all areas of self-employment, including the
formation of self-help organisations for the poor, training, credit,
technology, infrastructure, and marketing.

In order to raise the disadvantaged families it assists out of poverty in
three years, SGSY works to ensure that they have a monthly income of at
least '2000.

Individuals (swarozgari) or groups of families may be assisted (self-help
groups). The group approach will be emphasised.

SGSY will pay special attention to the rural poor’s most vulnerable
groups. Therefore, women will make up 40% of the Swarozgaris, SC/STs
will make up at least 50% of them, and the disabled will make up 30%.

At least half of the groups at the Block level will be run entirely by
women.

Group activities will be given priority, and over time, the majority of
monies will be given to self-help groups.

6.9 MAHATMA GANDHI NATIONAL RURAL
EMPLOYMENT GUARANTEE ACT (MGNREGA)

The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, also known
as the MGNREGA or NREGA No. 42, is an Indian labour law and social security
measure designed to guarantee the "right to work." The UPA government of Prime
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh passed this act on August 23, 2005. It aims to
strengthen the security of rural livelihoods by giving at least one member of every
household who chooses to engage in unskilled manual labour throughout a fiscal
year at least 100 days of pay work. Women were guaranteed one-third of available
jobs under the MGNREGA.
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The act was initially suggested in 1991 by P.V. Narasimha Rao. After
receiving final Parliamentary approval, it was implemented in 625 districts across
India. On the basis of the pilot's success, NREGA was extended on April 1, 2008,
to all of India's districts. The measure was lauded by the administration as "the
greatest and most ambitious social security and public works programme in the
world." In its 2014 World Development Report, the World Bank refers to it as a
"stellar example of rural development."

The MGNREGA was designed to “improve livelihood stability in rural areas
by giving at least 100 days of guaranteed pay employment to any household whose
adult members volunteer to perform unskilled manual labour in a financial year.”
[12] MGNREGA also aims to generate long-term assets (such as roads, canals,
ponds and wells). The idea for the law was first put out by P.V. Narasimha Rao in
1991. It was put into effect in 625 districts across India after gaining final
parliamentary clearance. NREGA was expanded to include all of India's districts on
April 1, 2008, based on the pilot's performance. "The greatest and most ambitious
social security and public works programme in the world," the administration
praised the proposal. It is cited by the World Bank as a "stellar example of rural
development" in its 2014 World Development Report.

Gram panchayats would be the MGNREGA’s main implementers (GPs).
Participation of contractors is not permitted. In addition to providing economic
security and developing rural assets, NREGA is thought to help save the
environment, empower rural women, prevent rural-urban migration, and improve
social equity, among other things.

Numerous safeguards are in place under the law to guarantee that it is
adequately administered and implemented. The legislation lays out the principles
and institutions in charge of implementation, as well as a list of permissible works,
a funding scheme, monitoring and assessment procedures, and particular techniques
to promote openness and transparency.

6.9.1 History
In India’s extensive rural hinterland, 30 years have been spent attempting to

establish acceptable job programmes since 1960. The government learned a lot
from the events of these decades. These included the ‘Rural Manpower
Programme,’ which exposed the difficulties of financial administration, the ‘Crash
Scheme for Rural Employment’ on planning for outcomes, a ‘Pilot Intensive Rural
Employment Programme’ of labour-intensive works, the ‘Drought Prone Area
Programme’ of integrated rural development, rural economic growth through the
‘Marginal Farmers and Agricultural Laborers Scheme,’ holistic development
through the ‘Food for Work Programme,’ and greater coordination with the states,
the NREP (National Rural Employment Program) for community development, and
the RLEP (Rural Landless Employment Guarantee Program) for landless
households. The scheme was later accepted by the Planning Commission, and it
was implemented on a nationwide basis.
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To combine job creation, infrastructure development, and food security in
rural areas, the government combined NREP and RLEGP into a single plan called
JRY on April 1, 1989. The most major shift was the decentralisation of
implementation through PRIs, which resulted in a reduction in the role of
bureaucracy.

To provide jobs for agricultural labourers during the lean crop season, then-
Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao introduced the Employment Assurance
Scheme (EAS) on October 2, 1993. P.V. Narasimha Rao originally discussed this
act in 1991. The creation of the "Zilla Parishad," the primary implementing
authority, at the district level of local self-government, strengthened the role of
PRIs. Later, in 2001, SGRY and EAS were combined.

The JRY was rebuilt and renamed JGSY on April 1, 1999, with a similar goal.
The function of PRIs was further bolstered by the village-level self-government
known as ‘Village Panchayats’ serving as the primary implementing authority. It
was merged with SGRY in 2001.

In January 2001, the government reintroduced the FWP (Food for Work
Program), which was first implemented in 1977. The two were united in 2006 after
NREGA was passed.

To combine job creation, infrastructure development, and food security in
rural areas, the government combined EAS and JGSY into a single plan called
SGRY on September 25, 2001. The role of PRIs was preserved, and the ‘Village
Panchayats’ were designated as the primary implementing authority. It was
amalgamated with Mahatma Gandhi NREGA in 2006 due to implementation
challenges once again.

The government had allocated almost three-quarters of a trillion dollars
(US$13 billion) to these Mahatma Gandhi NREGA antecedents.

The NDA government has decided to give rain-stricken areas 150 days to
recover.

An application to the Gram Panchayat is required, as is the issuance of job
cards. Within 15 days of the application date, wage employment must be provided.
The ‘120 days per family per year’ labour entitlement can be split among different
adult members of the same home.

The law includes land development, flood control, rural connection, irrigation
works, drought proofing, including afforestation, water conservation and water
harvesting, restoration of traditional water bodies, and works that have been
notified by the government as allowed works. The minimum wage-to-material ratio
is set at 60:40 under the Act. A weekly report on job sites, the usage of certified
engineers, and workplace amenities are also mandated by the Act.

Furthermore, the Act establishes a minimum salary that must be paid equally
to men and women, either on a time-rate or piece-rate basis. States must develop a
set of standards for measuring work and establishing a rate schedule. If the work is
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not provided within the statutory time limit of 15 days, unemployment benefits
must be paid.

Gram Panchayats are required by law to have a single bank account for
NREGA projects, which must be open to public scrutiny. The act requires’ monthly
squaring of accounts' to encourage openness and accountability. The NREGA
designates ‘social audits’ as a fundamental component of its implementation to
promote public accountability through public vigilance.

The Ac’s most thorough section (chapters 10 and 11) deals with openness and
accountability, laying out the state’s role, public vigilance, and, most importantly,
social audits.

The law also requires the implementing agencies at the village, block, and
state levels to manage data and maintain records, such as employment registrations,
job cards, assets, muster rolls, and complaints, in order to evaluate outcomes.

The law outlines the state's responsibilities for promoting transparency and
accountability, including upholding the right to information, disclosing information
proactively, having the Central Employment Guarantee Council and State
Employment Guarantee Councils prepare yearly reports for the Parliament and state
legislatures, having each district conduct required financial and physical audits,
acting on audit reports, and creating a Citizen's Chart.

The Act urges the creation of "Technical Resource Support Groups" at the
district, state, and federal levels as well as the active use of information technology,
such as the creation of a "Monitoring and Information System (MIS)" and an
NREGA website, in order to ensure the quality of NREGA implementation through
technical support.

The Act permits the integration of NREGA with other programmes. The
convergence shouldn't harm jobs produced by other programmes because NREGA
seeks to offer "extra" employment opportunities.

6.10 CONCLUSION

Although the Indian government has made significant efforts to alleviate
poverty in rural India through a range of policies and measures, there is still much
more that can be done to enhance rural Indians’ lives. In rural areas, technological
dissemination is currently unequal and slow. Organizations that produce
technologies, equipment, and products for rural areas have had limited success.
Many countries’ experiences imply that technology development fueled by demand
has a higher rate of diffusion. Technology developers for rural areas in India, on the
other hand, have been responding to needs rather than creating demand (with little
improvements). There is no industrial connection machinery in remote areas to
build a demand-based technology market. Furthermore, there is a misalignment
between strategies and effective management programmes. Rural development
technologies and strategies are being adopted gradually, and there is a lack of
widespread stakeholder engagement. The government, panchayats, village people,
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researchers, industries, NGOs, and private firms might all play a role in not just
eliminating the imbalance, but also having a multiplier effect on the broader
economy.

Check Your Progress
Multiple Choice Questions
1. The Ministry of ____ introduced the National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act in 2005 to improve living conditions and ensure their sustainability in
India’s rural sector.
(a) Sea Development (b) Social Development
(c) Rural Development (d) Rabi Crop Development

2. Rural development is critical not just for the majority of people who live in
rural areas, but also for the country’s total _____ growth.
(a) cash (b) economic
(c) agriculture (d) party

3. Tribal sub-plan aims to improve the living conditions of_____ through science
and technology activities that are sustainable.
(a) rich people (b) scheduled tribes
(c) animals (d) farmers

4. The Swarnajayanthi Gram Swarozgar Yojana Scheme is a comprehensive
method to eradicating _____ in rural India by providing rural Swarozgar with
self-employment opportunities.
(a) richness (b) society
(c) poverty (d) rice

5. Rural development is a tern that refers to the measures performed to develop
rural areas in order to boost the _____.
(a) cash (b) society
(c) economy (d) party

6. The _____ programme should be extended to include metropolitan areas.
(a) MPNPEGA (b) MGORPGA
(c) MGNREGA (d) MNPTUGL

6.11 ANSWERS TO ‘CHECK YOUR PROGRESS’

Multiple Choice Questions

(1) Rural Development (2) economic

(3) scheduled tribes (4) poverty

(5) economy (6) MGNREGA

6.12 SUMMARY

Rural development is the process of enhancing the standard of living and
financial security of those who reside in rural areas. It is essential for a nation like
India where about 65 percent of the population lives in rural areas. SGSY was
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created to address all areas of self-employment, including the formation of self-help
organisations for the poor, training, credit, technology, infrastructure, and
marketing. The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, also
known as the MGNREGA or NREGA No. 42, is an Indian labour law and social
security measure designed to guarantee the "right to work." On August 23, 2005,
the UPA government under Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh passed this law.
In addition to helping to eliminate the imbalance, the government, panchayats,
villagers, researchers, businesses, NGOs, and private companies may all have an
impact on the economy as a whole.

6.13 KEY TERMS

Rural Development: Rural development is the process of enhancing the
standard of living and financial security of those who reside in rural areas.

SCP: The Special Component Plan (SCP) intends to employ science and
technology to better the lives of the SC community's most
underprivileged citizens.

STAWS: The S&T Application for Weaker Sections (STAWS)
programme seeks to assist economically disadvantaged individuals in
both urban and rural locations.

STARD: S&T Application for Rural Development (STARD): Promotes
the creation of innovative rural development technologies and potential
S&T-based field groups.

Swarnajayanti Gram Swarojgar Yojana (SGSY): SGSY was created
to address all areas of self-employment, including the formation of self-
help organisations for the poor, training, credit, technology, infrastructure,
and marketing.

MGNREGA: The National Rural Employment Guarantee Act of 2005
(or NREGA No 42, later renamed “Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act” or MGNREGA) is an Indian labour law and
social security measure aimed at ensuring the “right to work.” social
security measure aimed at ensuring the “right to work.”

6.14 SELF-ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

Short Answer Questions
(1) Explain Rural Development in 1 or 2 sentences.

(2) What are Wage Employment Programs?

(3) Explain the Importance of Rural Development.

(4) What is the Role and Function of the Government.

(5) Explain about the Social Security Programs.
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Long Answer Questions
(1) Explain the Aim and Objectives of Rural Development.

(2) Explain the Strategies and Programs for Rural Development.

(3) Write a short note on Science and Technology for Rural Development
and its Government Schemes.

(4) Write a short note on Swarnjayanti Gram Swarojgar Yojana (SGSY).

(5) Write a short note on Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act, MGNREGA.
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