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PROSE

Before we approach the essays prescribed, it would be helpful to have a brief
introduction to the origin and development of prose and essay form in general. The
eight essays prescribed in this prose paper were written in different periods from

sixteenth to twentieth century.

1.1.1 General Introduction

Prose form is a style of literary writing that was developed in the early
century. The word ‘prose’ is derived from the Old French prose and originated from
the Latin expression ‘prosa oration’ which means literally, ‘straightforward or direct
speech’. King Alfred contributed for the evolution of this genre when he was eager
to improve the state of English learning. He introduced a program to translate some
important texts into English mainly to reach the common man and he himself had
translated some of the texts into English. The word ‘prose’ appeared in English in
the fourteenth century though it was developed centuries back. The emergence of
prose was the result of many attempts from the writers of various ages and the
evolution of this genre evidenced many changes. The changes were due to
differences in styles and techniques adopted by the writers of various periods.

The intention of switching over to the prose style from the poetic style was
to make the reading possible even to laymen. The poetic style was mainly meant for
the elite and was difficult for all the readers to comprehend the concept and theme
because of the poetic diction and poetic devices deployed. The meaning is not
directly conveyed in poetic writing thus confining the genre to suit only the
scholars’ intellect. In contrary, the prose writing uses plain language and simple
structure which aid in conveying the meaning directly to the readers. Therefore,

understanding prose is comparatively simpler than understanding poetry.

As prose emerged as a separate literary genre, it has developed into many
types based on the purpose in which it was written. The types of prose can be
broadly categorized as fiction and non-fiction. Fiction is based on one’s creativity
and imagination where the plot, character and setting are all the product of writers’
imagination; whereas, non-fiction refers to a piece of writing which is based on

truth and facts and narration involves characters and setting from real life. Sub-
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genres that are grouped under fiction writing are short story, fable, parable, novel
and novella. Sub-genres of non-fiction writing include biography, autobiography,
essays (miscellaneous), travelogue or travel writing, news reports, historical writing

and others so on.

As this prose paper deals with eight essays from different centuries, it would
be useful to have a look at the definition and the development of the essay form. An
essay is a short formal piece of writing, yet at times it can be a little informal too.
Several definitions of essay are available but Dr. Johnson’s definition of essay that
it is “a loose sally of the mind, an irregular, undigested piece, not a regular and
orderly composition” is quite famous. Saintsbury loosely describes essay as “a work
of prose art.” According to W. H. Hudson, an essay is essentially personal and it
belongs to the literature of self-expression. Hugh Walker comments that essay form
deals with all subjects and no subject is an exception.

The word ‘essay’ means an attempt or assay which means an attempt to
dwell on some subject. The word essay is applied to various kinds of literary
writings in prose form. It may contain reflections, quotations, didactic thoughts,
deep observations on society or personal narration or reminisce. An essay does not
deal with all aspects of a particular subject hence it is usually short and of moderate
length. The essay is meant to convey ideas precisely and concisely. Mostly the
essays are subjective and personal. The purpose of essay is to provide information
to readers and to encourage their understanding and thought process on a particular

subject or topic.

There are many types of essay but they are often broadly put into four
categories: argumentative essay, expository essay, narrative essay and descriptive
essay. The argumentative essay deals with an argument in detail for a particular
thesis statement. The author takes a stance on the subject and develops the ideas
based on evidences that are built in the essay and most of the academic essays are
argumentative essays. The expository essay investigates an idea, evaluate the
provided evidence, then expound on the idea and set forth an argument concerning
that idea in a clear and concise manner. The narrative essay has a single motif and

incidents, happenings and characters revolve around that single motif. The
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descriptive essay describes an object or a person or a place or an experience or one’s

emotion or emotional situation.

The origin of the Essay had its root from the Roman writers, Cicero and
Seneca and their Epistles were regarded as essays rather than letters. Plutarch’s
Moralia belongs to the essays of personal type. The French writer Montaigne of the
sixteenth century had written a volume of essays titled Essais. He was the one who
employed the term ‘essays’ for the first time. The literary essays can be broadly

divided into six types based on the purpose and style in which they were written.

The Aphoristic Essay
The Character Essay
The Critical Essay

The Periodical Essay

The Personal Essay

o g ~ wbh e

Twentieth Century Essay

The Aphoristic Essay

Discussing these different types of essays helps one get a clear idea about
the development of essay century-wise too. The aphoristic essay mainly flourished
in the sixteenth century. Inspired by the writings of the French writer Montaigne,
Bacon was the first to write formal and proper essays in English. Bacon is known
for his aphoristic style of essays which contain mostly crisp, short, pithy and
epigrammatic sentences. The aphoristic essays are impersonal and objective.
Aphoristic essays are well known for their balanced structure and exactness of style.
These essays do not portray the humans and yet some essays are written to entertain
the readers. Civil and moral codes are used in this type of essays. His essays carry a
didactic tone and are called “counsels civil and moral’ and ‘dispersed meditations.’
Bacon is the most important essayist and prose writer of the sixteenth century and is

considered as the father of the English essay.

The Character Essay

In the beginning of seventeenth century, the essay form began focusing on
the character sketches. It was evident in the writings of John Earle, Joseph Hall and
Sir Thomas Overbury. Mostly the character essays were known for minute details

that were usually presented in a humorous and satirical way. Various types of men
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are depicted as pen-pictures in this type of essays. This type of writing was actually
influenced by the writings of the Greek Philosopher Theophrastus and the Roman
Seneca. Joseph Addison’s essays can be grouped under this category as his essays
on Sir Roger de Coverley are famous.

1.1.2 The Critical Essay

The new type of essay called the critical essay flourished during the
seventeenth century was introduced by Dryden during the Restoration period. It
gave importance to the traditional form and mostly the theme was literary criticism.
The form of these essays followed the Montaigne’s. All the essays and prefaces
written by Dryden belonged to this type of essay. The Essay of Dramatic Poesy and
the Preface to the Fables are the two best examples of this type of essay. Even in
the works of Arnold, Hazlitt, Carlyle and Ruskin in the nineteenth century, this form

of writing is obvious.

1.1.3 The Periodical and Social Essay

The periodical essay flourished in the eighteenth century mainly with the
publication of the Tatler and the Spectator but Daniel Defoe’s Review set a new
fashion. During this century, majority of the writers started writing to the
periodicals and magazines. The subject matter of these essays is inspired by the
social life of the people. The objective of Addison and Steel was to highlight the
follies of the society and offer valuable moral and social guidance to the readers.
The Periodical Essay was also adapted for literary criticism and the delineation of
the character. Sir Roger de Coverley was a renowned fictitious character of the
period. The growth and development of the periodical essays were supported by Dr.
Johnson’s Rambler and Idler. Jonathan swift contributed to this form of essays as a
pamphleteer. Jonathan Swift, Dr. Johnson and Oliver Goldsmith were some of the
other essay writers of this period. The periodical essays were famous and continued
to survive but there was no reasonable contribution in the nineteenth century until
Charles Lamb transformed this form of the essay by adding personal experiences

and pathos.

1.1.4 The Reviews

The introduction of periodical writings paved way for review writing in the

beginning of the nineteenth century. The journal, the Review, carried literary
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features as well critical articles. The Edinburgh and the Quarterly were the best-
known early Reviews. The important contributors of the Review are Southey, Scott,
Hazlitt, Macaulay and Carlyle. These essays quoted verses and commented on them
and sometimes criticized the texts.

Another type of periodical called the Magazine grew up during the same
period. It was a miscellaneous composition of creative, critical, informative and
entertaining elements; where the Reviews had only critical elements. Blackwood’s
Magazine, Fraser’s Magazine and the London Magazine were some of the
renowned magazines of the period. Lamb’s essays were written in the magazines of
this period. Mathew Arnold, Walter Pater, John Morley, Leslie Stephen and J.A.

Symonds were some of the essay writers of the period.

1.1.5 The Personal Essay

The personal essay was particularly made famous by Charles Lamb through
his personal confessions. The writer talks about himself and it is mainly like a
conversation of the author with the reader. Lamb shares his happiness and sorrows
in an easy and conversational tone. This personal essay began with Montaigne but it
was perfected by Lamb in his Elia Essays. Elia essays are the mixture of
autobiographical elements filled with humour and pathos. Thus this type of essay is
mainly subjective in nature. This subjective element is evidenced even in the
nineteenth century writings of Hazlitt, De Quincey and Leigh Hunt. Yet Lamb is the
one who excelled in this kind of essay and he is rightly called as the prince of
personal essayists.

The development of essay in the twentieth century is encouraged by the
number of periodicals and newspapers. The essays initially published in the form of
articles are collected and published in the book form. Some of the notable prose
writers are Chesterton, A. G. Gardiner, Lucas, J. B. Priestly and Hilaire Belloc. The
twentieth century essay is simple and conversational; the theme is not restricted to
any particular subject; the language used is everyday speech devoid of artificial and
complex style and use of satire, wit and humour are evidenced. Edmund Gosse,
W.K. Ker, Andres Lang, Lascelles Abercrombie, Virginia Woolf, Sir A.T. Quiller-
Couch and T.S. Eliot are some of the modern critics who wrote critical essays.
Desmond MacCarthy, Aldous Huxley, E.M. Forster, G.K. Chesterton, A.G.
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Gardiner, Hilaire Belloc, J.B. Priestley and Charles Morgan were some of the
essayists of the modern period. The miscellaneous prose patterns — memaoirs,
biography, autobiography, travelogues, history writing, works on religion and
philosophy, science literature, literary criticism — were produced during the modern

period.
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UNIT -1
LESSON 1.1: Francis Bacon, “Of Studies”

This unit offers one essay titled “Of Studies” written by Francis Bacon

hence the essay is referred to as Lesson 1.1

1.1.1 Objectives

This unit introduces to the students the contributions made by Bacon to
English literature. It enables students to grasp the literary and social background in
which Bacon wrote his essays. It helps students to critically appreciate and analyze
Bacon’s writings. By analyzing this essay critically, students learn the importance of

reading books and various methods in learning and choosing the books.

1.1.2 Biographical Note

Francis Bacon, born on 22 January 1561 at York House in London, was the
son of Sir Nicholas Bacon, the Lord Keeper of the Great Seal and his second wife
Anne, the daughter of Anthony Cooke, the noted Renaissance Humanist. It is
believed that Bacon, due to his poor health, was educated privately in his early
years. He had his private education from John Walsall, an Oxford graduate with a
strong inclination to Puritanism. Bacon, at the age of twelve, preceded to Trinity
College, Cambridge in 1573. He met the Queen for the first time here and the latter
was overwhelmed by his precocious intellect and called him “the young Lord
Keeper.” Bacon lived in Cambridge for three years together with his elder brother
Anthony Bacon under the personal tutelage of Dr. John Whitgift, future Archbishop
of Canterbury. Bacon received his education predominantly in Latin following the
medieval curriculum. His studies instilled in him the disbelief towards the methods
and results of science then practiced. He believed that those methods were inexact
and erroneous. To uncover truth, to serve his country and to serve the church, were
the foremost goals of Bacon. Though Bacon had great reverence towards Aristotle,
he couldn’t completely accept Aristotelian philosophy and disagreed with most of
his philosophical statements considering the same as barren and unfruitful

disputations.
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Bacon went to Gray’s Inn in the year 1576 and thereafter he moved to
abroad, where he completed his education. The regime of Henry Il in France and
the societal condition helped Bacon gain valuable political training and also he
joined the embassy of Sir Amyas Paulet. For the next few years, he visited many
places such as Blois, Poitiers, Tours, Italy, and Spain and so on. Bacon performed
routine diplomatic works simultaneously mastering language, statecraft, civil law
during his travels. All these experiences prepared Bacon to begin his political
endeavor but he had to return to England in 1579 because of the unexpected demise
of his father. After his father’s demise, to support himself to lead a life, Bacon
borrowed money and got into debt. Also he was in a situation to decide upon a
profession. Hence, to put an end to all his problems and to pursue a life of learning,
he decided to look for a prestigious post in the court for which Bacon sought his
uncle, Lord Burghley’s aid to apply for a post at court in the year 1580 but his effort
was unsuccessful. No other go, he worked at Gray’s Inn for a couple of years until
he was admitted as a barrister in 1582. Bacon started to pen about the state of affairs
of parties in the church and also published a Latin tract, his philosophical reform,
Temporis Partus Maximus (The Greatest Birth of Time), the first draft of his own
system. As Bacon had compassion towards Puritanism, he attended the sermons of
the Puritan chaplain of Gray’s Inn and also accompanied his mother to the Temple
Church to listen to Walter Travers which led to the publication of his earliest
existing piece criticizing the suppression of the Puritan clergy by the English

church.

The maiden step in Bacon’s parliamentary career to enter the House of
Commons was set when he was elected as Member of Parliament for Bossiney,
Devon in 1581 by-election. Then he continued to stay in the same status in 1584,
1586, 1589, 1593 and 1597 for Melcombe in Dorset, Taunton, Liverpool, Middlesex
and Southampton respectively. Though he was too intimate to the crown, Bacon
was against dictatorial dominance, feudal freedoms and religious discrimination
hence he can be called a liberal-minded reformer who was willing to improve and
simplify the law. Bacon being one of the influences behind the union of the United
Kingdom, advocated the unification of England and Scotland. In the parliament of

1586, he played a prominent role in advising the execution of Mary, Queen of Scots
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yet Bacon didn’t gain any valuable post that would lead him to achieve success and

power.

In the year 1596, he was made a legal counsel of the Queen which had
given him the honour of being the first Queen’s Counsel designate. The very next
year, that is, in 1597, Bacon published the first edition of his Essays (which were
totally ten in number). Earl of Essex, who was once influential in the court and also
a friend and benefactor to Bacon, had lost the Queen’s favour and had planned a
rebellion against the Queen by 1601. A team was appointed to investigate the
charges against the Earl of Essex and Bacon was one among them. Bacon showed
additional interest and crude eagerness in confirming the charges against his patron,
Essex who was executed in the same year. After his execution, the Queen
commanded Bacon to pen an official account of the trial, which was later published
as A Declaration of the Practices and Treasons attempted and committed by Robert
late Earle of Essex and his Complices, against her Majestie and her Kingdoms . . .
Yet Bacon was unpopular with Queen and also his circumstances were bad for some
time that he had been arrested for debt but fortunately he could come out of this

problem with some assistance.

The accession of James gave a fortunate turn to Bacon’s life. His career
flourished and he was conferred with Knighthood in the year 1603. Cleverly, to set
right the things happened Bacon wrote his Apologie in defence of his proceedings in
the case of Essex, as Essex was the one who favoured James in succeeding the
throne. After these, Bacon was fortunate to get appointed in various posts and
positions in the court of King James. In the first Parliament of the new king, Bacon
was appointed a Commissioner for the unification with Scotland. In the year 1605,
he published his work The Advancement of Learning, which was dedicated to the
king. The following year, Bacon married Alice Barnham, the daughter of a London
merchant. His success in political career continued when he was appointed as a
Solicitor-General in 1607. In the year 1608, Bacon had entered upon the Clerkship
of the Star Chamber and enjoyed a large source of income still he was eager to
obtain further promotion and wealth by supporting the king in most of his
endeavours and policies. He became Attorney-General in 1613 and in 1618, Lord

Keeper, the next Lord Chancellor, the most powerful position in England and Baron
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Verulam. At this time, he wrote a political romance entitled Novum Organum and

presented to the king.

Though Bacon was a man of intellect, he failed to retain his good character
and expressed a failure of character in his office. He was corrupt completely
politically as well as judicially craving for promotions and fame. In 1621, he was
charged for accepting bribes and involving in corruption by the Parliament
Committee. As all the evidences were clear, Bacon made no effort to defence
himself. Thus he was removed from all his titles and was exiled from court thus
ending his public career in disgrace. Thereafter he dedicated himself completely to
writing and died of pneumonia on 9" April 1626 at Highgate outside London. An
influential account of the circumstances of his death was given by John Aubrey’s

Brief Lives.

1.1.3 Bacon’s Literary Career

Bacon, a Renaissance man, was an English essayist, philosopher, lawyer,
statesman and a pioneer of modern scientific thought. He is called the Father of
English essays and his works were influential through the scientific revolution. As
discussed in his biography, during his service to the court as a statesman occupying
various posts, Bacon often penned for the court. In 1584, he wrote his first political
memorandum, A Letter of Advice to Queen Elizabeth. He drafted a speech in praise
of knowledge to celebrate the anniversary of the queen's coronation in 1592. He
introduced a method of scientific inquiry in his works which was often called the
Baconian method, or simply the scientific method. This is very important empirical
method formulated by Bacon as a substitute for the existing systems of thought.
Bacon is considered so important for the emergence of Enlightenment because he is
seen as the embodiment of both scientific and rational thought. His works spread
inductive methods for scientific analysis. Talking about Bacon’s philosophy, it is
widely presented in the immense and diverse writings he left, which can be put

under three categories:

1. Scientific works
The works fall under this category contain Bacon’s ideas for a universal
reform of knowledge as opposed to the traditional ideas and methods;

inductive methods of scientific inquiry and the improvement of mankind’s
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state. He did not depend on any traditional approach rather he preferred a
direct inquiry of nature then to move on to empirical and general knowledge.
2. Religious and Literary works
This group of works displays his moral philosophy, theological meditations
and critique of the nature of the human mind.
3. Juridical works

The works of this group proposes his reforms in Law.

As far Bacon’s writings are concerned, he wrote both in Latin and English of
which his Latin works were considered more important. One of the significant
English works of Bacon is his Essays: Religious Meditations which first appeared in
the year 1597 and this first edition contains ten essays in total. They cover various
topics drawn from both public and private life and were written in a wide range of
styles. The Advancement of Learning published in 1605 was considered the first
important philosophical book to be written in English. This work tells about
Bacon’s appraisal of the current state of learning and his efforts to reform and

advance learning.

The Wisdom of the Ancients published in 1609, is a series of commentaries
on thirty one mythological characters whose stories Bacon tries to interpret and
uncover the hidden profound meanings and symbols in the name of new learning to
fit into his contemporary times. Bacon produced his second edition of essays
containing thirty eight numbers in 1612. Novum Organum was published in 1620
and the title translates to “New Instrument” or “New Method”. The full title of this
work is Novum Organum, Sive Indicia Vera de Interpretatione Naturae (New
Organon, or True Directions Concerning the Interpretation of Nature) or
Instaurationis Magnae, Pars Il (Part 1l of The Great Instrauration). This
philosophical work contains the base of Bacon’s philosophy and details the new
logic and method of reasoning which he believes to be superior to the old ways. The
first sketch of this work is Cogita et Visa and the third part of the Instauratio
appeared in 1622,

History of the Reign of King Henry VII details the reign of the first Tudor
monarch Henry VII. After the completion of the work in 1621, the copy was sent to

James I and was published in the following year. This was Bacon’s only completed

DDE, Pondicherry University 11



work of history. The first part of the Latin version of De Augmentis Scientiarum
appeared in 1623 and this work is an expanded version of his earlier English work,
The Advancement of Learning, published in 1605. This work gives a general
summary of human knowledge and highlights the lacunae and imperfections in
science. History of Life and Death was published in 1623. The third edition of
essays titled Essayes or Counsels, Civil and Morall, published in 1625 contain fifty
eight essays. These essays are called by Bacon as ‘dispersed meditations’ and ‘brief
sketches’. Though critics made the point clear that Bacon’s essays were borrowed

forms, his essays remained in high repute.

To mention other Latin works of Bacon are Sylva Sylvarum: Or a Natural
History in Ten Centuries is a part of his philosophical works which was actually
designed to give a complete view of Natural Philosophy and Natural History. At the
time of his death Bacon was engaged upon this work hence it was published
posthumously. It is said that this book is collection of one thousand paragraphs,
mainly extracts from various books dealing with the medical treatments for the
prolongation of life and the preservation of flesh. With this can be included The
New-Atlantis, an unfinished work which describes a utopian island and its scientific
community. His other works are Apophthegms, Scala Intellectus, Prodromi,

Philosophia Secunda and a translation of some of the Psalms.

1.1.4 Short Summary of Bacon’s “Of Studies”

Bacon begins his essay by unfolding the three primary purposes of study:
delight, ornament and ability. Studies are the source of happiness and it gives
reading the sense of satisfaction. It has many advantages and usefulness at the same
time, demerits and limitations too. Bacon discusses various ways in which studies
benefit readers. Different types of people view studies in different perspectives.
According to Bacon, reading guides people in their life when it is applied correctly.
Knowledge and experience should go hand in hand to encounter life. The author
elaborates the merits and demerits of reading books, the application of studies in
daily lives, various methods of choosing books, how studies without the practical
application end in vain and finally how studies can become remedy to various

defects of human mind.
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1.1.5 Detailed Summary of Bacon’s “Of Studies”

“Of Studies” is the essay from the series of ten essays published in 1597
(the first edition of Essays). It was revised in 1612 and additions were made with
more sentences and ideas in it along with the modification in some vocabulary and
phrases. The title “Of Studies” refers to the collective studies that a person learns in
his life. In this classic essay, Bacon puts forth the importance of knowledge and
highlights the benefits of reading. It is true that reading activity has various
advantages. It helps the readers to endure and tackle difficult and challenging
situations. It expands readers’ intellectual thinking and cures the illness and
blockades in the mind. Bacon provides some right methods to approach different
books of different branches and their benefits to our life. He also highlights and
illustrates the role of studies in any individual’s routine life and how the studies
benefit a reader’s life in many different ways. As far Bacon is concerned, the study

should always be related to the application of knowledge in practical life.

Bacon begins his essay by unfolding the three primary purposes of study:
studying for delight, for ornamenting one’s life and to improve one’s ability. To
quote Bacon’s words: “Studies serve for delight, for ornament, and for ability.” The
first chief use of studies is that studies serve for delight meaning studies is the
source of happiness and it gives a feeling of extreme pleasure and satisfaction to the
readers. This delight the reader may experience the most in solitude (“in
privateness”) and in leisure after freeing oneself from the busy bee life (“retiring”).
Studying in school or college is carried out with a purpose of facing an examination
but reading in one’s private space offers a valuable pleasure. Irrespective of the
personal preferences of the reader, one may feel content in himself/herself by
involving in the reading activity. Studies makes a man relaxed and gives him
extreme joy when one is away from social life. It is a kind of voyage to the self-
discovery when carried out in solitude like Thoreau’s Walden is a voyage of

spiritual discovery by undertaking a simple living in natural surroundings.

The second use is that studies “for ornament in discourse”. Certainly study
has a decorative value which is evident in discussion, discourse and dialogue. It is
obvious that a person with wide knowledge and good command over the language

can render a speech or involve in a discussion more impressively than an
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uneducated person. It is because studies helps one get enough source of ideas and
perspectives to decorate his dialogue. When a well-read person involves in a
conversation, he could hold the interest of the listener by exhibiting his knowledge
in a prudent way by stating more supportive points and facts to convince the person
engaged in conversation than an average person does. The author of this essay for
instance, provides Latin phrases wherever possible is mainly to add ornamental

value to his essay and to display his versatile scholarship.

The third use of studies is to develop the “ability in the judgment and
disposition of business.” Ability to judge accurately is an art as it expresses one’s
behavioral characteristics. Such ability to judge can be improved by studies as they
aid to perceive things from different viewpoints and in proper dealing of affairs.
Bacon further elaborates on this idea by giving distinction between expert men and
learned men. An expert can be good at executing things but he gets trained or
specialized in only one particular field. Hence he may also be good in planning and
judging a situation but he is not the same as a learned man because learned man
performs better in giving counsels, making plans and organizing things. An expert
man judges matters one by one and offers solutions according to his experience.
However, an educated man with his knowledge can provide counsels at any
situation so learned men are best at “marshaling of affairs.” It is because studies
help him to evolve as an efficient and experienced man so that he could manage his
business fastidiously and yield the best result. Accordingly Bacon is of the view that
only learned and well-read men can accomplish plans effectively and manage their

daily affairs.

In the next few lines, Bacon talks about the effect of excessive reading.
Studies serve the readers in the best way and it has many advantages and usefulness
which was discussed in the previous lines by the author but at the same time, there
are certain demerits and limitations of study as well. Again the author here states the
three abuses of studies. Firstly, spending too much time on study makes one lazy
because anything in excess causes the pitfall. If a man spends prolonged time on
study that too studying with wrong intentions, makes the man idle. Seeing from
physiological perspective, when a reader sits for a long time, the immobility of the
body would lead to sluggishness as reading doesn’t require any physical activity and

it is an inactive task.
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Secondly, using the study as a mere decoration results in artificiality. One
should use his knowledge in an appropriate conversation otherwise it would be
simply an imprudent display of his learning. It may sound contradictory when
related to the one of the three chief uses of studies stated in the second line. But the
author is of the opinion that though the study has an ornamental value, it may end in
exaggeration and showing-off if used excessively in conversation and project a
learned man as flamboyant which is a moral degradation too. Thirdly, a scholar who
makes his judgment wholly by their rules seems to be silly and foolish and it will
just reveal his quaintness as a scholar. It is not possible to make judgment every
time with the help of bookish knowledge alone because application of the
knowledge without understanding the practicality is a fault. Although the reader
gets influenced by the book, one must be able to clearly draw a line between the
bookish world and the real world, between theory and practical while making

judgment.

Bacon reiterates the benefits of study as they enhance human nature which is
“perfected by experience.” He makes an analogy between the natural abilities of a
person and the natural plants which needs pruning to shape into any aesthetic design
and also for the overall growth of the tree. Likewise, the natural talents of a man
need to be pruned by study. But at the same time, enhancing the knowledge alone
makes the reader unfulfilled because it has to be blended with related experience as
study aims to offer a holistic development which is accomplished through
knowledge and experience together. Thus studies “perfect nature and are perfected

by experience.”

According to Bacon, studies benefit readers in varied ways. There are crafty
men, simple men and wise men who view study through different lens. In Bacon’s
words, “Crafty men condemn studies, simple men admire them, and wise men use
them.” Some may admire study whereas some may not. Some may get maximum
benefit of it while some others may not. Shrewd and cunning people condemn
studies and never respect it because to them studies are of no use. They believe that
they are able to handle any situation without studies. On the contrary, to simple
men, study is the most valuable thing to be cherished. Although they are not
voracious readers, they are aware of the value of books and knowledge and they pay

due respect to the learned man. The third category of men, that is, the wise men

DDE, Pondicherry University 15



always make the best use of the studies because they are aware of the value of study

and realize the purpose of practical application of the knowledge to the real life.

Studies do not teach their own use rather it is the person’s understanding and
wisdom gained through the application of knowledge teaches the usage of studies.
This understanding is gained through observation. Books do not only contain
wisdom that can be comprehensible through surface reading whereas they carry
wisdom beyond it. Hence to comprehend this wisdom through our mind’s eye,
practical knowledge combined with theoretical knowledge is required. Thus study
without pragmatic experience is incomplete because the main objective of study,
according to Bacon, is to guide people in all situations they encounter and fill their
mind with experience to face the real world. So, studies should be complemented
with practical experience. Only when they are tied together, a man’s personality

attains perfection.

In the next few lines, Bacon suggests the real methods of studies. According
to him, to get the real essence from the books, certain methods should be followed
while indulging in reading activity because the books we read leave some imprints
on our mind. One ought to approach a book with correct attitude because say for
instance, if one tries to mainly disapprove others or to prove them wrong during
conversation, the person will look for the points only to support his arguments
throughout the book he reads. Thus one should “read not to contradict and confute.”
Bacon suggests the readers to not to believe completely what the book states and not
to take everything that is written for granted. Also books should not be read with the
intention of critiquing and to judge its merit and value or to use them to enrich
oneself to express in discussion or discourse. If one reads a book with such intention
then the reader will fail to imbibe the real wisdom thus resulting in superficial
reading. Contrary to these ways, one should read a book to “weigh and consider.”
Before allowing the book to influence one’s mind, the person should completely
comprehend the writer’s intention and message. One ought to not wholly rely on
words rather should read and realize the value of the intended message and use it in
the real life. The writer further elaborates this point in the following lines of the

essay where he reminds the readers that all books are not same.
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For Bacon, “some books are to be tasted; others to be swallowed, and some
few to be chewed and digested.” He advices the readers to choose wisely before
reading any book as not all book contain the essence of knowledge. Taking cue
from the first line, if some books are meant to give delight to the readers then they
are the ones to be just tasted. Certain books need not to be read thoroughly and they
are sufficient to be read in parts only. Moreover, these books may be helpful for a
person only at some places and not in all situations. Thus one can skim the parts of
the books as it is not worthy to read them word by word. Certain others books are
to be read hastily and they do not demand much time to complete. At the same time,
there are certain books that are to be read “but not curiously” and also certain books
require utmost attention and they are “to be read wholly and with diligence and
attention.” Here the point is that the books that demand the reader’s diligence may

contain hidden wisdom and are to be swallowed.

The books that contain deeper thoughts which are worthier and necessary to
be read completely must be chewed and digested like nutrients are absorbed by the
body when one chew and digest the food. So while reading such books, readers
need to read every part of the book with full devotion. There are few other books
which may be “read by deputy” that is, these less important or unimportant books or
meaner sort of books may be read only through summaries made by others. Yet
reading summaries of certain books written by others will not give the pleasure of
reading a primary text. So to get this pleasure, one must read the book completely
by oneself or at least chose to read abridged versions. There is another type of
distilled books which are like “common distilled waters”. These are extracts made
from the books by others and complied as one book. These books are like “flashy
things” which can be used at that time but have no much significance later. Thus,
the author has listed out various methods to choose a book and how to go about it

and now it is the reader to decide to make the right choice.

In the next few lines, Bacon discusses the merits and effects of involving in
activities such as reading, writing and conference. Firstly, “reading maketh a full
man.” Bacon had already elaborated on the usefulness of reading, the methods and
modes of reading and the overuse of reading. However here he emphasizes the point
that only reading makes a man perfect. Reading books fill our minds with novel

ideas and sensible thoughts which in turn shape our personality consciously or
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unconsciously. When one continues to read books, his knowledge constantly
increases consequently making him complete in all aspects. Secondly, “conference a
ready man.” Participating in a conversation or a discussion is an appreciable task as
many will not volunteer to do immediately. The reason for this initial hesitancy
would be lack of ideas and facts and presence of mind to support and substantiate
one’s arguments. Comparatively if a person continues to partake in a discourse or
discussion readily, it makes him prepared and quick-witted. Definitely such person
will be topnotch in using the right words at the right place and he would be never at
a loss of words. Besides, such person will gain confidence in dealing with any
problems practically scrutinizing the pros and cons and come out with all possible
positive solutions. Thirdly, “writing an exact man” — according to the author,
writing makes an ideal person. Nowadays the writing habit has been reduced largely
with the advent of technological gadgets. But regular writing will make one become
quicker at conveying opinions through good sentence construction. Writing helps
one to improve analytical and problem-solving skills. It broadens the knowledge
and widens the vocabulary. Thus the more one writes, the more he/she learns.

Furthermore, if a person cultivates the writing habit, it improves
concentration as well as he or she can relook the notes at any time in future and
reuse the ideas to do wonders. So if one does not have the writing habit, then he or
she must have great memory to stockpile all learned things in his mind which will
not be helpful in all times. Also it is good to take down notes when one reads a book
so that his thoughts will be systematized and also it helps in developing preciseness
of delivering the ideas and thoughts as the author’s style is. Likewise, if one confers
little then he needs to have the presence of mind and sharp wit to manage the
discussion. If one reads little, he needs to exhibit pretension of knowing things

which he actually does not know.

Bacon, as concluding points of his essay, recommends various studies that
serve vital purpose to the individual and to the world as each has its own value.
Reading diverse subjects aid an individual in eliminating the blockades of one’s
mind and by suggesting this, Bacon rightly puts forth the value of different studies.
He opines that like the diseases of the body may be treated with appropriate
treatment or apt exercises, the illness of the mind can also be treated with varied

appropriate studies as they have curative powers too. Bacon says, “Bowling is good
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for the stone and reins; shooting for the lungs and breast; gentle walking for the
stomach; riding for the head and the like.” Like how bowling is good for the
kidneys, shooting for the lungs and walking is good for the digestion, if a person
feels gloomy and low-spirited, he can make him better through studies.

The same point is further asserted by considering reading as a remedy for the
deficiencies of the human mind. Studies influence manners and enhance one’s wit.
Bacon declares, “Histories make men wise, poets witty, the mathematics subtle,
natural philosophy deep, moral grave, logic and rhetoric able to contend.” These
words contain volumes of meaning in them. Bacon says that reading the history of
ancients makes new generations prudent and witty. By reading poetry, a person
develops his imagination and inventiveness. By working out the formulae and laws
stated in mathematics, one becomes subtle and keen. Hence if a person’s mind
wanders or gets distracts frequently, studying mathematical problems is the only
cure and prescription because mathematics helps in increasing one’s concentration.
If complete focus and concentration is lacking, one cannot come out with the right
solutions to the problems in mathematics. If the mind has difficulty in finding
differences between matters or has a confusion of thoughts, then the best option
would be to study the works of philosophers and theologians of the middle ages.
Philosophy has deeper meanings and it acts as a guiding principle for one’s
behaviour. Natural philosophy aids a man to delve deep into a subject to relish the
taste of wisdom. Moral philosophy aids in cultivating a serious attitude in man.
Logic and rhetoric enables one to see things differently and it is a kind of
intellectual self-defense which helps you find the right distinctions between things.
Furthermore, if one wishes not to be a circumlocutory and wants to improve his/her
argumentative skills, then he/she would prefer studying lawyer’s cases. To solve a
case, lawyers take references from various incidents to support their arguments.
Hence those who have poor memory and could not develop or recall supportive
statements for his arguments, then one must go for lawyer’s cases. So for any
problem of psyche, reading has a solution to overcome. Therefore Bacon concludes
his essay with the words, “every defect of the mind may have a special receipt.”
Thus any impediment to a man’s wit can be eliminated by seeking suitable remedy

in studies.
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To sum up, in the essay “Of Studies,” Bacon details the value of knowledge
and wisdom in practical terms. Also he elaborates the merits and demerits of
reading books, the usefulness of studies in daily lives, how knowledge and
experience must go hand in hand to attain wisdom, various methods of choosing
books, how studies without the practical application goes in vain and finally how
studies can provide remedy to various defects of human mind. Thus studies play an
important part in a man’s life making him learned, knowledgeable, witty and

experienced.

1.1.6 Line by Line analysis of the text

Studies serve for delight, or ornament, and for ability.

This line is about the three main purposes of studies: delight, ornament and
ability. Whatever the purpose of study is, in whatever form it is, it gives happiness
to the readers and enriches their thinking, speaking and writing ability adding
holistic development to one’s personality. On the whole, study of books is always
useful to the one who reads them may it gives delight and pleasure or adds

decorative value or augments practical talents.

Their chief use for delight is in privateness and retiring; for ornament in

discourse; and for ability in the judgment, and disposition of business.

Reading is a private activity so it gives delight if people engage in when they
are alone as it comforts them amidst the humdrum existence. So when one’s mind is
relaxed, it gives pleasure. In another way, when a man is experiencing loneliness
lacking human company, books become a pleasant companion especially after
retiring from strenuous years of routine. Ornamental value of a book is exposed
when a person engages in conversation with others because a learned man has
already enough stuff to decorate his arguments. He embellishes his discourse with
ease using illustrations and references. Next, reading books enhances one’s practical
ability and helps to judge things soundly. Compared to an ordinary person, the

learned man can handle his day-to-day affairs in a more capable way.

For expert men can execute, and perhaps judge, of particulars one by one, but
the general counsels, and the plots and marshaling of affairs, come best from

those that are learned.
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Reading helps the learned man to critically examine all issues. Though the
expert men can execute things efficiently and make judgment competently, he
cannot be on par with learned men. As the learned men have studied extensively, he
is able to scrutinize the matters meticulously by garnering facts and arrive at a
sensible conclusion. Also planning and marshaling of affairs require systematic
effort. Though worldly experience can help man to carry out his plans, it is the study

that aids man with experience to judge sensibly and to rationalize the affairs.

To spend too much time in studies is sloth; to use them too much for ornament
is affectation; to make judgment wholly by their rules is the humor of a

scholar.

Bacon underscores the demerits of studies such as over-indulgence in
reading makes one indolent. Undoubtedly a book is a source of pleasure, but one
should spend only a reasonable time in reading. Otherwise instead of feeling
delighted, it will simply induce indolence and make one unfit for any physical
labour. Also if one uses his knowledge to show off, it may result in embellishment.
Knowledge has to come to one’s rescue Whenever necessary and it should not be
overused to deal with commonplace issues. If it happens then it would be a vain
display of knowledge and scholarship. Also one need not use pedantic and
impressive language unnecessarily in an ordinary conversation thus resulting in
affectation. Next depending too much on the rules without considering the situation
in reality may end in mockery. One has to give priority to the state of affairs to
judge a situation with the guidance of studies which forms the quality of a true
scholar.

They perfect nature, and are perfected by experience: for natural abilities are
like natural plants, that need pruning, by study; and studies themselves do give

forth directions too much at large, except they be bounded in by experience.

Bacon compares the natural abilities to the natural plants that require
nurturing. Likewise, if one has to shape his inherent qualities, it can be done through
experiences. Though plants can grow on their own with the help of sunlight and
rain, it has to be subjected to regular pruning and trimming to obtain the desired
shape. Therefore man’s abilities are to be pruned and perfected only by books and

experience. Studies offer wide knowledge but to apply this wide knowledge in a
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practical life, one needs the guidance of experience to yield the best result. Studies
have to be bounded in by experience to not to arrive at misleading conclusions.

Thus study without experience is ineffectual.

Crafty men condemn studies, simple men admire them, and wise men use
them; for they teach not their own use, but that is a wisdom without them and

above them, won by observation.

In these lines, Bacon discusses the varied attitudes of different people
towards studies. Crafty men are cunning people who never consider book as a
fruitful tool. Though the word crafty means cunning, here Bacon refers to the people
who assume themselves as superior because they possess practical knowledge and
experience. These people disregard studies and don’t appreciate studies because
they fail to understand the real value of books and studies. Simple men are shallow
illiterates or uneducated who look upon studies in awe though they do not reap the
fruit of it. For them, learned men are far above them and always pay respect to
them because they realize the value of studies. Wise men are the one who makes the
best use of studies. They know well to blend bookish knowledge and experience as
they have savored the real wisdom from books. Thus crafty men deprecate studies;
shallow and simple men approve studies; however the wise and prudent men utilize

education according to the understanding of the real-world.

Read not to contradict and confute; nor to believe and take for granted; nor to

find talk and discourse; but to weigh and consider.

In these lines, Bacon discusses the real purposes of reading and its effects on
one’s attitude. The point here is one must not read just to contradict and refute the
arguments of other people. If one does so then his reading will be oriented towards
culling out points to display at the time of argument and the resultant of it would be
pointless squabble. Thus the reader’s mind should not be pre-occupied with
preconceptions when he or she approaches a book. Also Bacon tells the reader not
to believe a book completely like a gospel and take for granted what is written in the
books. One should weigh each and every word in the book as it influences and
shapes our personality. Before jumping into any conclusion, one has to rationally
analyze and examine the intention of the author and also check whether the facts

provided by the author befit our ideas and opinions or not.
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Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some few to be
chewed and digested; that is, some books are to be read only in parts; others to
be read, but not curiously; and some few to be read wholly, and with diligence
and attention.

In these lines, Bacon categorizes books according to the amount of attention
it needs in the reading process. Bacon has used the metaphor of eating to indicate
the various ways of studying. Some foods are just meant for tasting whereas some
other items are to be swallowed as it may be good for health. Some food items kept
as main dishes or chief dishes have to be chewed well and digested. Similarly, there
are different types of books and the reader has to be aware of how to choose the
right book and how much importance to be given to the chosen book. For some
books that are to be tasted, cursory or surface reading would suffice. Some books
that are be swallowed are to be read wholly but they do not require much attention
and hence a quick glance would do in such cases. A few selected books that are to
be chewed and digested are to be paid full attention. They ought to be read slowly

and diligently to comprehend the underlying meaning.

Some books also may be read by deputy, and extracts made of them by others;
but that would be only in the less important arguments, and the meaner sort of
books, else distilled books are like common distilled waters, flashy things.

In these lines, Bacon continues to reiterate on the modes of reading. Some
books may be read with the help of an assistant or deputy so instead of reading the
complete book, it is better to go for the summary to know the crux. Reading the
summary written by others or extract of books does not give satisfaction still these
books demand only lesser importance so in this case, one may choose to read
abridged version of the same. There are also meaner sort of books which involves
insipid reading. Bacon compares some books with distilled water which are purified
and like flashy things. Such books cannot be used forever rather they can be used to

absorb the essence at the moment.

Reading maketh a full man; conference a ready man; and writing an exact

man.
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In this line, Bacon states the effect and outcome of triple activities: reading,
conference and writing. A person who is well-read is always regarded with respect
by others. He is given primary importance wherever he goes because through
studies, he attains more maturity and adds perfection to his personality. Thus he
becomes a full man loaded with wide knowledge. Partaking in conversation
sharpens one’s wit and makes him a ready man by imparting practical skills. One
will be always ready to involve in a discussion when his/her mind is filled with facts
gained through studies. Thus conversation and discussion make a man resourceful.
A person with writing habit is blessed with good memory and it makes an exact man
because it purges the ignorance in the mind of the readers. Also when one takes
down the notes while reading, the ideas and the contents stay in the mind forever
and do not easily gets elapsed.

And therefore, if a man write little, he had need have a great memory; if he
confer little, he had need have a present wit: and if he read little, he had need

have much cunning, to seem to know that he doth not.

Bacon’s view of writing in these lines may sound contrary to the previous
one. He says that if a man is gifted with a sound memory then he can store
everything in his memory instead of writing or taking down notes. At the same
time, not all are blessed with such good memory because when we read more and
more, many things go out of the mind. Likewise if one converses little then he
needs to have a sharp presence of mind because too much of talking reveals one’s
ignorance. These qualities are found only in the learned men and those who read
little, will search crooked means to achieve the destination. Also such person who

reads less has to pretend to exhibit false knowledge.

Histories make men wise; poets witty; the mathematics subtle; natural

philosophy deep, moral grave, logic and rhetoric able to contend.

These lines emphasize the importance of different subjects and how it
benefits the readers. Studying history makes a man wiser because it teaches valuable
experiences of ancient people so one who is ready to learn from experience becomes
wiser. Studying poetry grooms a man wittier as it kindles one’s imaginative
abilities. Studying mathematical problems and theories tailors one to become

intellectually sharp and improves concentration. It also helps in controlling the
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wavering mind. Studying philosophy instills valuable lessons on morality and helps
one attain seriousness towards life. Studying logic and rhetoric develops one as a

skilled person in arguments.

Abeunt studia in mores [Studies pass into and influence manners]. Nay, there is
no stond or impediment in the wit but may be wrought out by fit studies; like

as diseases of the body may have appropriate exercises.

According to Bacon, studies influence one’s personality and manners. It
helps in elevating one’s character and deal with difficulties successfully. Bacon also
points out that if a person experiences any mental shortcomings or an impediment in
his wit, it can be honed only by selective reading. This is similar to curing different
iliness of the body with appropriate exercises. Thus studies not only give pleasure

but also contain therapeutic value to purge various mental defects.

Bowling is good for the stone and reins; shooting for the lungs and breast;

gentle walking for the stomach; riding for the head; and the like.

This line can be read in connection with the previous sentence which states
that studies have curative value. Usually doctor suggests physical exercises to cure
certain illnesses of the body. For instance, playing bowling is a good remedy for the
men who are suffering from the formation of stone in their kidney and the gall
bladder. Shooting bow and arrow cures the diseases of the lungs and the heart.
Walking is a good prescription for all sorts of stomach troubles such as indigestion
and etc. Finally, to cure problems related to head like giddiness, headache, etc.
riding is the best therapy.

So if a man’s wit be wandering, let him study the mathematics; for in

demonstrations, if his wit be called away never so little, he must begin again.

As stated in the previous lines, every illness has one or the other physical
exercise as a remedy. Correspondingly, every mental disorder or defect can be
eliminated by the right choice of study. For instance, studying mathematics is
helpful for a man who cannot control his mind from wandering even after he has put
his utmost effort to hold his concentration. When he tries to arrive at a solution to
the mathematical problems, gradually he could increase his concentration and he

has to start over again and again until he gets good control over his mind because
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mathematics demands the maximum focus and even the slightest inattention would

result in error.

If his wit be not apt to distinguish or find differences, let him study the
Schoolmen; for they are cymini sectores [splitters of hairs].

Scholars and philosophers are referred to as schoolmen. Philosophical
writings are cymini sectores, that is, they are hair splitters. So if one comprehends
such scholastic philosophy, then he or she is topnotch when compared to an
ordinary person who could not even think of reading a line from philosophical
works. Therefore a person who is not able to find differences or not apt to
distinguish, reading philosophy would be the best cure as it trains him to attain

mental stability and notice subtle distinctions.

If he be not apt to beat over matters, and to call up one thing to prove and
illustrate another, let him study the lawyers’ cases. So every defect of the mind

may have a special receipt.

For a man who cannot speak sequentially explaining one after another,
studying lawyer’s cases would be the remedy. Because lawyers cannot just like that
argue a case whereas he has to pay attention to even the minute facts to prove his
side convincingly. Thus every defect of the mind can be treated with suitable

studies.

1.1.7 Critical Observation

Bacon, a philosopher and scientist by nature, is one of the most influential
thinkers of his day. He is considered as a founder of the modern empirical tradition
because of his close observation of the physical world and rational interpretation of
the results of his experiments to discern the workings of the universe. He was
influenced by the French Essayist and Philosopher, Michel de Montaigne, the father
of French essay. Bacon manipulated Montaigne’s form and style to suit his subject
matter yet Bacon’s essays are well known for being compact and formal whereas
Montaigne’s essays attempted to explore his views on life and tried to relate it with
his life. Montaigne combined personal elements with a graceful style to introduce
unusual themes whereas Bacon’s essays are impersonal and they mainly offer

advice and so they are called ‘dispersed meditations.’
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Although Bacon wrote many Latin and English works, he is still best
remembered for his essays which are famous for their wit and insight. One can trace
the development of Bacon’s style in the three different editions of his Essays. In the
first edition, the style is compact, detached, succinct and filled with pithy
statements. In the next two editions, the ideas are elaborated yet lack of pointedness
in the expressions is evident. However, they reveal his worldly wisdom. Bacon
followed the plain and direct style of writing derived from Sir Thomas Malory and
others. This simple and direct style made his writings much admired from his time
to the present day. Though his writing seems to be simple, it carries denseness and
certain pattern is followed in interlacing the ideas together. The structure of
expressing the ideas from the first to the last hasn’t changed in this essay. All the
ideas are expressed to the point like scientific precision. Thus systematization of

ideas is obvious in this essay.

Bacon’s essays are objective, detached, impersonal and systematic in
thought. They deal with varied subjects like moral, domestic, political, religious and
so on which would serve as a best guidance for a successful life. As Bacon is well
known for his preciseness and compactness, his style is called epigrammatic and
aphoristic (based on his use of aphorism). Like aphorisms and sayings that can be
easily memorized Bacon’s lines can also be easily memorized and quoted.
Sometimes his prose style appears poetic may be because of his use of analogy and
other devices. For instance, the use of metaphor in this essay adds richness and
clarity to his prose. It also helps to express the ideas powerfully. It seems that these
devices come to Bacon’s mind naturally. His knowledge of classics is revealed
through his use of allusions to Latin phrases. Thus reading Bacon’s essay, his prose

style sounds classic.

Unlike Montaigne’s works, Bacon’s “Of Studies” is very direct and sharp
from the beginning to the end. One can even say that the whole essay is an
elaboration of the first line yet expressed in a pointed manner as Bacon’s prose style
is short in structure and uninvolved. A sense of related ideas is organized one by
one. The essay contains the whole of wisdom and it can be regarded as Bacon’s
masterpiece. No reader finds difficulty in reading Bacon’s “Of Studies” save some

Latin phrases as Bacon have attempted in the language of ordinary men. The essay
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is very brief, terse, clear, and packed with antithetical sentences like maxims. “No
man ever spoke more neatly, more precisely, more weightily or suffered less
emptiness and less idleness in what he uttered.” In Ben Jonson’s words, “He seemed

to me ever by his work one of the greatest men and the most worthy of admiration.”

In general, Bacon’s essays can be called ‘counsels: civil and moral’. Bacon
has deployed figures of speech such as metaphor, simile, and analogies and also
enriched his essay with Latin vocabulary revealing his scholarship. When a person
reads this essay, he is able to connect the essay to his times as it contains wisdom to
the world of all times. Bacon has adopted a didactic and pragmatic approach to
enlighten the reader about the benefits of reading and studies in one’s life. To
conclude in the words of romantic essayist Hazlitt says, “His writings have the
gravity of prose with the fervor and vividness of poetry. His sayings have effect of
axioms and at once striking and self-evident. His style is equally sharp and sweet
flowing and pithy, condensed and expansive, expressing volumes in a sentence, of

amplifying a single thought into pages of rich, glowing and delightful eloquence.”

1.1.8 Important Questions to Read

1. Write briefly about Bacon’s biography.

2. Give a brief account of Bacon’s political career.

3. Who influenced Bacon in writing essays?

4. According to Bacon, what are the three main benefits of studies?

5. How does study serve for delight according to Bacon?

6. Justify the ornamental value of studies with reference to the essay “Of
Studies”.

7. How does study develop a person’s ability from Bacon’s point of view?

8. What is the consequence of spending too much time in reading?

9. What effect does overuse of studies for ornament create?

10. Is it correct to make judgment wholly by the rules and why?

11. How does studies and experience go hand in hand in shaping human
nature?

12. What does Bacon compare the man’s natural abilities to?

13. How do people with different attitudes view studies, according to

Bacon?
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14. Explain - “some books are to be tasted, others are to be swallowed, and
some few to be chewed and digested.”

15. Why are some books compared to the distilled water by Bacon?

16. How does writing make an exact man?

17. How do studies help in curing man’s impediments?

18. To cure which illness does Bacon recommend studying mathematics?

19. What are Bacon’s views about studies in his essay “Of Studies”?

20. Discuss the theme of the essay “Of Studies”.

21. Write in detail about Bacon’s contribution to the literature.

22. Comment on Bacon’s style with reference to “Of Studies”.

23. Justify the title “Of Studies”.

24. Sir Francis Bacon is a great essayist — Discuss.

25. “Of Studies” is nothing but counsels — explain.
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UNIT -2
LESSON 2.1: Oliver Goldsmith, “Man in Black

This unit consists of two essays and the first essay, Oliver Goldsmith’s “Man
in Black” is considered Lesson 2.1 and the second essay, Joseph Addison’s “Sir

Roger at Church” is considered Lesson 2.2.

2.1.1 Objectives

This unit introduces two essays written by Oliver Goldsmith and Joseph
Addison, the prose writers of eighteenth century. The primary objective of the
essays given in the unit is to make the students enhance their critical skills. The
reading of the essays helps the students to learn to present a common and ordinary
subject in a literary way and gives a chance to explore different styles employed in

their writings by the writers of the same century.

2.1.2 Author Introduction

An Anglo-Irish novelist, playwright and poet, Oliver Goldsmith (1728 —
1774) was born in Kilkenny West, County Westmeath, Ireland. He was the son of
an Irish clergyman, the Rev. Charles Goldsmith, curate in charge of Kilkenny west.
After Oliver Goldsmith’s birth, the family moved to Lissoy where Oliver spent his
childhood. Oliver was talented in storytelling from a young age. Speaking about his
education, he was graduated from Trinity College, Dublin, in the year 1749. But he
was expelled from the college for his involvement in the Black Dog riot that was a
result of a protest. Though he left college temporarily, he eventually returned and
completed his under graduation. He studied medicine at Edinburgh and Leiden, but
never received his degree hence his career as a physician was not a successful one.
He kept wandering around Europe leading an itinerant life. He made desperate
attempts at making a living. He was apothecary’s assistant, proofreader, usher in a
school, publisher’s hack and finally a resident of Grub street. In the year 1756, he
settled in London and as he was in short of funds, he started contributing to
miscellaneous periodicals and achieved some success as the author of An Enquiry
into the Present State of Polite Learning in Europe (1759). Thereafter, Goldsmith
wrote more numbers of essays and works in other genres too which gained him

popularity. In 1774, at the age of just 43, Goldsmith died of illness caused by a
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kidney infection resulting from a stone in the bladder and was buried in London’s
Temple Church. On the death of Goldsmith, Dr. Johnson wrote this epitaph
describing Goldsmith as “Oliver Goldsmith: A Poet, Naturalist, and Historian, who
left scarcely any style of writing untouched, and touched nothing that he did not
adorn. Of all the passions, whether smiles were to move or tears, a powerful yet

gentle master. In genius, vivid, versatile, sublime. In style, clear, elevated, elegant.”

2.1.3 Oliver Goldsmith’s Literary Journey

Oliver Goldsmith is one of the most important writers of the eighteenth
century. Yet his contributions to literature made the critics consider him under five
aspects: compiler, essayist, poet, novelist and dramatist. Now Goldsmith is best
remembered for his novel The Vicar of Wakefield (1766), his pastoral poem, The
Deserted Village (1770) and his plays The Good-Natur'd Man (1768) and She
Stoops to Conquer (1771, first performed in 1773).

Seeing through chronological lens, Goldsmith reached London in 1756 and
began his contributions to various magazines. It was the time when booksellers were
well supported by the public on par with writers for their publications. It was at this
juncture Oliver began his writing and also befriended some of the artistic and
literary personalities of the time, including Samuel Johnson, James Boswell, Sir
Joshua Reynolds and Edmund Burke. For about six years, that is, from 1757 to
1762, Goldsmith wrote for ten different periodicals and published various works

which are discussed genre wise in the following paragraphs.

Goldsmith attempted writing various volumes on different branches of
history — political and natural. He compiled a History of Mecklenburgh; two
histories of England, one a History of England in a series of Letters from a
Nobleman to his Son (in two volumes published in 1764), the other a History of
England, a Roman history (in four volumes published in 1769), seven volumes of
Plutarch’s Lives (1762); two volumes of The Grecian History and finally developed
the lengthiest of all, his eight volumes of An History of Earth and Animated Nature
(1774), a textbook on natural history.

As far essay form is concerned, Goldsmith contributed substantially.

Miscellaneous articles and scattered essays were published in various periodicals of
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his time. An Enquiry into the Present State of Polite Learning in Europe (1759) is a
minor work. But after this he soon emerged as an essayist with the publication in
The Bee, a short-lived literary magazine started by Oliver in 1759 which contains
some of his best essays. He also published in The Public Ledger in which “the
Chinese Letters” appeared first. The Citizen of the World (1762) is a collection of
letters written from the perspective of a Chinese philosopher living in London and

these letters were published in series from 1760 to 1761.

Goldsmith’s first poem is The Traveller, or, a Prospect of Society, published
in 1764. The four hundred lines philosophic poem deals with his wanderings
through Europe. It contains firsthand experience that is, a series of descriptions and
criticisms of the places and peoples which he had experienced. The other main
poem of Goldsmith is The Deserted Village (1770), the nostalgic pastoral, dealing
with the memories of his youth. Some of his shorter pieces are The Haunch of
Venision, Retaliation and The Hermit. The Hermit was written in a sentimental
fashion. Goldsmith also attempted an elegy on “Death of a Mad Dog” (1766). To
mention Goldsmith’s other poems are Poems for Young Ladies and The Beauties of
English Poesy (1767). He is said to have written “The History of Little Goody Two-
Shoes” (1765), the classic children’s tale though it was published by Newbery.

To the field of the drama, Goldsmith added two prose comedies which are
lively and witty. They are The Good-Natured Man (1768) and She Stoops to
Conquer (1773). The first did not attain success on stage but the second one had an
immense success mainly because of its uproarious laughter and romantic appeal in
which a woman poses as a maid in order to let a man fall for her. The play was
written in parts like much of Goldsmith’s work mainly to pay of his debts and it is
still considered as a piece of intellectual work among the eighteenth century
comedy. Goldsmith gained a special place in the field of novel writing with the
publication of The Vicar of Wakefield (1766). It is a humourous and melodramatic
story of a country parson and his family. In the field of biography, he produced lives

of Voltaire, Beau Nash, Parnell and Lord Viscount Bolingbroke.

2.1.4 Goldsmith’s Focus on Journalism

Goldsmith’s writing career began in London when he turned to journalism

contributing to various magazines. His frequent contributions were made to Ralph
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Griffith’s Monthly Review. This helped him to emerge as an essayist soon and most
of his essays were collected as The Citizen of the World (1762). Eventually he
developed friendship with some literary personalities and through his works he
entered into Samuel Johnson’s circle. Johnson and the artist Joshua Reynolds
founded The Club, a literary dining society in 1746 in which Goldsmith became one
of the nine original members. The literary club included the painter, Sir Joshua
Reynolds, writers Samuel Johnson, James Boswell, Edmund Burke, Thomas Percy
and an actor, David Garrick. After his first meeting with Goldsmith, Johnson
described him in his journal as a ‘Curious odd pedantic fellow with some Genius.’
Although Goldsmith appeared awkward to people, the members of the literary club
often appreciated him. Thus he started earning his early reputation as an essayist by
contributing to various magazines in particular to The Bee (1759). This eight issue
run contains some of Goldsmith’s best poems, short pieces of fiction, book reviews
and play reviews (play reviews - a kind of dramatic criticism). One of Goldsmith’s
essays praising the works of Samuel Johnson and Tobias Smollett caught the
attention of the latter and he offered Goldsmith a chance to contribute to his Critical
Review and British Magazine. He was invited by John Newbery to publish essays in
his Publick Ledger.

Goldsmith’s maiden book, An Enquiry into the Present State of Polite
Learning in Europe, a long essay on European culture and literature was published
anonymously in the year 1759. Although, it appeared anonymously, the writer’s
identity was easy to trace from the style it was written. Thus Goldsmith’s fame as a
writer began to grow with this publication. This was followed by his contribution to
Publick Ledger in 1760. It contains Goldsmith’s most important and popular series
of periodical essays, the “Chinese Letters.” These are letters written by a Chinese
Philosopher who visits London. Although the essays are witty and humourous, they
are also philosophical and introspective in nature and are coated with a thin layer of
social satire on the customs and manners of Londoners. The essays were collected
and published under the title The Citizen of the World or Letters from a Chinese
Philosopher Residing in London to His Friends in the East, in 1762. In the year
1764, he imprinted his reputation with the publication of the poem, The Traveller,
or, a Prospect of Society, the first poetical work to contain his signature. Thus, to

say, more than forty volumes were written, translated and compiled by Goldsmith.
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2.1.5 Goldsmith’s Hack Writing

Although the readers welcomed him as a writer, he could only produce
literary hackwork for his survival because of his financial constraints. Johnson also
helped him to sell his novel The Vicar of Wakefield, a humourous portrait of village
life, to manage his financial crisis. The term “Grub Street” in those days was
associated with the hack writers who produce essays and other works for a living.
Because Grub Street present in seventeenth century near Moorfields was usually
occupied by the insignificant writers of the day. Goldsmith settled in this Grub
Street and began his hack work when he was twenty nine and continued till the end
of his life but his experience in hack writing provided him an opportunity to
produce large volumes of works. He gathered all sorts of miscellaneous materials
and tailored them into new works for which he was stereotyped with the image of a
plagiarist. To cite an instance, in writing “Chinese Letters”, he was influenced by
Voltaire’s description of China and Chinese culture. Few critics credit him for his
real genius and for the simplicity his works carry. However, his hack publications
reveal his versatility as an essayist. Robert Hazen Hopkins in his book, The True
Genius of Oliver Goldsmith (published in 1969), appreciates Goldsmith as a
supreme satirist who has a great insight into his own age and literature and into

general humanity.

2.1.6 Goldsmith as an Essayist

Oliver Goldsmith was one of the most noticeable essayists of the eighteenth
century. Before eighteenth century, the essay form was noted for the expression of
the personality of its author and his experiences. Essayists like Montaigne stamped
their influences in this form of essay writing whereas in the eighteenth century, the
essay form took a different shape in the name of Character essay which is coated
with a pinch of humour and satire. Joseph Addison and Richard Steele set the vogue
for this type of essay in their Spectator and Tatler, mainly to highlight the follies of
their time. Thus essay written mainly in didactic tone became a kind of
contemporary social and political criticism in the hands of the two writers, Addison
and Steele. The influence of these two writers was sensed amidst the writers of that
time and some even imitated the technique deployed by Addison and Steele and one

among those writers is Goldsmith.

DDE, Pondicherry University 34



Goldsmith entered the field of the essay with the publication of An Enquiry
into the Present State of Polite Learning in Europe in 1759. This challenging piece
of work contains fourteen chapters which attempt to study the condition of letters
principally in Italy, Germany, France and England. Then Goldsmith contributed to a
periodical Publick Ledger. In the issue of January 24, 1760, a letter supposedly
written by a Chinese visitor in London appeared as the first of a series followed by
series of letters. Goldsmith attempted the popular eighteenth century device of a
foreign traveller commenting upon the strange customs of the land through epistles
to his home country. These “Chinese Letters” bear testimony to Goldsmith’s glory
as an essayist. Newbery collected the one hundred and twenty-three letters into two
volumes and printed them under the title, The Citizen of the World or Letters from a
Chinese Philosopher, Residing in London, to his Friends in the East in 1762. It was

this publication, a series of satirical essays, carved him as an able man of letters.

2.1.7 The Citizen of the World

The Citizen of the World, originally published in John Newbery’s Public
Ledger as the “Chinese letters,” are a series of essays written in the letter format
with a tint of satire. These essays are gathered and published in two bound volumes
which are entitled The Citizen of the World or Letters from a Chinese Philosopher,
Residing in London, to his Friends in the East (the shortened title is The Citizen of
the World). The two volumes contain all the original letters with four new essays
added additionally. That is, the original series comprises of one hundred and
nineteen essays and in The Citizen of the World, the total essays are one hundred

and twenty three in number.

Goldsmith’s ideal of writing Chinese letters are not original still the Chinese
letters are remarkable for their subtle observation covered with gentle satire.
Goldsmith found an opportunity to articulate his views on manifold topics which he
had gathered over many years. His adoption of the Chinese personality in the
Chinese Letters was not original rather it was taken from the works of other writers.
For instance, he took the name of the traveller from Horace Walpole. Still,
Goldsmith’s The Citizen of the World is characterized with some novelty in essay
writing. One of the notable things is the scheme used is a kind of unity permeates in

almost all the essays. All the letters were written and received by one single person
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is the connecting cord. When one reads all the letters, the reader will realize that
each letter reveals more of the writer’s personality traits, his style and his peculiar

thinking.

The Chinese visitor, Lien Chi Altangi, kindles readers’ interest on him more
and more through his letters because he unveils many of his opinions and attitudes
which are Goldsmith’s himself, so it is also an opportunity to know about
Goldsmith’s personality. In an attempt of capturing the true account of his
experiences and observations, Goldsmith gives a realistic tone to his letters. Even
the depiction of different characters whom Altangi meets also adds to the factors of
realism in the essays. The best example would the character of the Man in Black
who is quiet and mysterious and loaded with peculiarities which are evident through
his actions. Let us take references from the essay “Man in Black™ to prove his
peculiarities. When the Man in Black takes a walk around the streets, on seeing a
beggar, he delivers an emphatic speech accusing people who give alms to beggars.
But when unnoticed by his friend, he also tries to help the beggar by giving alms to
him. The Chinese Visitor, Altangi, a much-discussed character is seen as a mask
behind Goldsmith to tell the people of London certain truths about themselves. In
fact Goldsmith uses the mask of an assumed character more comfortably so that he

could highlight the follies of the society.

2.1.8 Short Summary of Goldsmith’s “Man in Black”

The essay “Man in Black™ falls under the category of the character essay as
Oliver Goldsmith focuses on the character just named Man in Black in the essay.
Goldsmith details the characteristics of this particular character that is remorseful of
his benign behavior and philanthropic actions. He tries to hide his innate nature of
goodness under the mask coloured with negative qualities. To bring out his real
character, the author narrates three incidents that occurred when they went on an
excursion to the country. In the first incident, an old man in ragged clothes
beseeched their compassion. The old man assured that unlike other beggars, he was
pushed into such shameful profession to support his dying wife and five hungry
children. Hearing this, the Man in Black was waiting for the right opportunity to
drop a piece of silver in the hands of the old man. The author who knew his friend’s

character, deliberately turned aside to give him a chance. So Man in Black dropped
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a silver coin believing that his friend doesn’t know it. In the second incident, a sailor
with a wooden leg carrying a bundle of chips approached them for help. As usual
Man in Black enquired him in a harsh tone with the underlying intention to help him
at the right hour. So he had bought the bundle of chips paying amount more than it
actually costs and gave justifications to his friend for buying it. In the final incident,
a woman carrying children and singing ballad approached him. This time he could
not hide his real nature and immediately started searching his pockets. As he
couldn’t find anything, he dropped the bundle of chips in her hand even when his
friend is watching him. So the mask that the Man in Black was wearing slowly had
started dropping. Thus the Man in Black hides his true nature to the world and
pretends to the world as the man-hater but in reality his heart is filled with

compassion and consideration.

2.1.9 Detailed Summary of Goldsmith’s “Man in Black”

The essay “Man in Black” is taken from the book The Citizen of the World
penned by Oliver Goldsmith. It was formerly published as “The Character of the
Man in Black” in the magazine Public Ledger. In this essay, the author talks about a
man who is regretful of his benevolent actions. So he wears a shield to not to reveal
his innate nature. The first paragraph introduces Lien Chi Altangi, a Chinese
traveller who visits England and narrates his experience in the first person ‘I’. His
name is not mentioned in the essay hence it also refers to the author himself.
Though the visitor is fond of many acquaintances, he desires to develop an intimacy
only with a few people. He has great respect for the Man in Black as he possesses
strange manners that make him an interesting character in the eyes of the visitor. He
says, “his manners, it is true, are tinctured with some strange inconsistencies.” Man
is Black is generous and sympathetic to the poor but he is ashamed of revealing his
benevolence. He is a charitable man but he pretends to not to worry about the well-
being of others. He is very good at pretending that he knows well how to avoid
embarrassment and project him as a prudent man. Goldsmith termed him as
“humourist in a nation of homourists” because of the eccentricities observed in the

character of Man in Black.

Man in Black, although, assumes a stern appearance and replete his

conversation with sordid and selfish maxims, his heart is filled with unbounded
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love. Often he “profess himself a man-hater” but his countenance reveals the
compassionate spirits in him because, he cannot wear the assumed harshness for a
long time. The author further goes on to describe the character of Man in Black.
Taking inferences from his conversation with Man in Black, he says he had heard
him use most ill-natured language which affect the humanity and also boasts that
these are his innate qualities. But in reality, he masks himself with such pretended
nature as he is the one who is ashamed of exposing his empathetic qualities. While
he pretends to hate mankind, he is not good at pretending to be one. Every time
when he tries to mask his good qualities, the mask drops off and even an ordinary
observer could easily find the real man behind it. “He takes as much pains to hide
his feelings, as any hypocrite would to conceal his indifference; but on every
unguarded moment the mask drops off, and reveals him to the most superficial

observer.”

Goldsmith focuses on sharing his experiences with Man in Black and it is
also an attempt to show the readers the real nature of Man of Black. Once when
Man in Black and the author went on an excursion into the country, they happened
to involve in a discourse upon the provisions that was needed by the poor in the
country. The Man in Black is concerned with the poverty-stricken condition of the
poor that he complains to the author about the ignorance of the countrymen and
wealthy towards the living condition of the poorer people. The Man in Black states
how the have-nots are supplied with all the basic necessities in every parish house
yet they feel discontented. Lots of relief measures were taken by the Government to
relieve their suffering but they wander around pestering travellers and foreigners for
alms. It is because of the inattention of the privileged too. “In every parish house,
says he, “the poor are supplied with food, clothes, fire, and a bed to lie on; they
want no more, [ desire no more myself; yet still they seem discontented. . . .” He
further speaks against beggary that the beggars are hypocrites who remain lazy and
loaf around and who do not want to avail the facilities provided to them by the
Government rather lead a life gaining sympathies of the people. He calls them an
“impostors” who “merit a prison than relief” as they bring shame to their country.
He also reproaches the people who pity them and offer charities to the beggars

which encourages idleness in them.
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While the man in Black is proceeding in this manner, an old man in tattered
finery implored their compassion. The old man assured that he was not like other
beggars rather he was pushed into such shameful profession to support his dying
wife and five hungry children. The author knows that it was a cooked up story and it
did not create least influence on him whereas, it is not the same with the Man in
Black who is visibly moved by it. It is obvious from the expressions on his
countenance and interruption in his speech: “I could see it visibly operate upon his
countenance, and effectually interrupt his harangue.” The author could read the face
of the Man in Black who wants to immediately help the beggar atleast for the five
starving children but at the same time, he has too much pride to reveal his soft spot
for the less privileged. He is not ready to scrutinize if it is a real story and whether
they are imposters or not but just he wants to help them. His friend, the author, who
has a great respect on him understood the situation and gave him an opportunity by

pretending to look aside.

The Man in Black, who is caught between his pride and compassion,
grabbed the chance and dropped a piece of silver stealthily into the beggar’s hands.
Nevertheless he commanded the beggar in a loud voice to not to trouble travellers
with such falsehoods. The foreigner says, “I pretended to look another way, and he
seized this opportunity of giving the poor petitioner a piece of silver, bidding him at
the same time, in order that I should not hear, go work for his bread, and not tease
passengers with such impertinent falsehoods for the future.” Here the point to be
noted is that the Man in Black is of the assumption that the author did not notice his

benevolence since continued his harangue on beggars.

The Man in Black stated some episodes to testify his profound skill in
discovering impostors and how he would deal with them if he were a magistrate.
Then, he tells two stories of ladies who were robbed by beggars. When he was about
to start the third story, a sailor with a wooden leg carrying a bundle of chips
appealed for help. He looked miserable but the author pretended as if he didn’t
notice him and continued walking. The Man in Black stopped the author and
pretending to expose the deceiver, angrily examined the sailor about how he had
lost his leg. In author’s words, “I was for going on without taking any notice, but
my friend looking wistfully upon the poor petitioner, bid me stop, and he would

show me with how much ease he could at any time detect an imposter.”
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The sailor replied in the same angry tone as of the Man in Black’s that he
had been an officer on board a private ship of war and that he was disabled in
defence thus rendered unfit for service. On hearing the reply of the sailor, the Man
in Black’s serious and harsh tone vanished in a moment and focused on how he
could relieve him unobserved by his friend and others. Yet he managed to cast a
furious look for his friend’s sake. In the spur of the moment, the Man in Black
enquired the sailor about the cost of the bundles of chips and without expecting
reply, he offered to buy the bundle for one shilling to the surprise of the sailor. The

sailor says, “Here, master,” . . . “take all my cargo, and a blessing into the bargain.”

The Man in Black marched off with an air of triumph assuring his friend that
he had made a cheap purchase. He says firmly that “those fellows must have stolen
their goods, who could thus afford to sell them for half value.” He justifies the
inconsistency in his character by saying that he plans to use the matches to light
candles instead of thrusting them into the fire and in this way he is saving a lot of
money. He is trying to hold the mask tightly not revealing his true colours. Then the
Man in Black happened to see an old woman in rags with one child in her arms and
another on her back, who looked more distressful than either of the former. She was
attempting to sing ballads but hers is so mournful voice that it is hard to determine

whether she was singing or wailing.

The Man in Black could not withstand the poor state of the wretched
woman. He interrupted his discourse and even in the presence of the author,
rummages his pocket to relieve her but he could nothing. Compared to the strong
agony visible on the visage of the Man in Black for he could not relieve her, the
misery painted on the woman’s face is less: “The misery painted on woman’s visage
was not half so strongly expressed as the agony in his.” Then realizing that he had
no money, he remembers the bundle of chips he bought from the sailor and puts the
“shilling’s worth of matches” into the woman’s hand. Thus the anonymous Man in
Black is a man of magnanimity but he is shameful of it without any known reason.
He is named Man in Black because he hides his true nature to the world and
pretends to the world as the man-hater but in reality, he has the pristine and noble
heart.
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2.1.10 Analysis of the Character of Man in Black

According to Goldsmith’s words, the Man in Black was modeled on his
father, an Anglican curate but critics have observed that the character bears a
striking resemblance to the author himself. Goldsmith himself is a man of feeling as
the Man in Black is a man of sentiment. The essay begins with the author’s
statement of his admiration to the man in black and also gives the reason for his
admiration. The characteristics of the man in black are described as amiable,
sympathetic and concerned. On the contrary, he reveals his characteristics as strict,
hostile and unkind in contrast with his inner personality. Though he is
magnanimous, he pretends to be a miser and a misanthrope who is unconcerned
towards the poor. In reality, he immediately helps the poor with whatever he has.
For instance, in the attempt to help the women in misery, he gave the shilling worth
pocket of chips at once he realized his pocket is empty. Thus Man in Black is

inconsistent in his character and every attempt of hiding his real nature ends in vain.

The Man in Black is a real philanthropist who is remorseful of his charitable
actions. Goldsmith says, “he is the only man I ever knew who seemed ashamed of
his natural benevolence.” Thus this essay is an attempt to illustrate the inherent
quality of the character Man in Black through his actions. The benevolent nature of
the Man in Black is exemplified through three different examples in the essay. First,
when an old man approaches the author and the Man in Black requesting for alms,
the latter helped him by giving a piece of silver after ensuring that his weakness is
not revealed. However, he also reproaches the old man loudly for pestering the
travellers by telling false stories. Second, when a lame sailor approached, the Man
in Black pretended to wear an angry gesture and questioned the sailor about his
disability. But at the same time, to relieve him, he bought the bundle of chips for
one shilling which was a surprise demand for the sailor. Third, when a woman
carrying children and singing ballad approached him, he could not hide his real
nature and immediately started searching his pockets. Finding nothing, he gave
away the bundle of chips to the woman to his relief. In the first two instances, the
Man in Black could maintain his pretension but in the third instance, his mask drops
off automatically and his generosity and benevolence is evident. Thus in all the

situations, he tries to hide behind the mask but his natural kindness comes out.
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2.1.11 Critical Observation

The essay “Man in Black” is full of humanism which is very essential for
human life. Under the guise of Altangi, a Chinese philosopher, Goldsmith gives a
fascinating account of the Man in Black, who is probably an English man.
Goldsmith did not reveal the imaginary Chinese traveller’s name in this essay hence
the first person ‘I’ can be associated to the author himself thus making this essay
autobiographical in nature. The Man in Black is a remarkable creation of Goldsmith
and he might have intended to describe English life and culture to the world through
this character. The essay is well-organized and it contains the realistic touch by
reflecting the happenings of the society. The Man in Black may be taken as a
metaphor. He is wearing white dress on his black body which symbolizes his two-
sided personality. It can also be considered as symbolizing two different sectors of

people dwelling in the society: the fortunate and the less privileged.

The essay is a mockery of the contemporary society of Goldsmith’s times. It
can be read as an attack on the society and the socio-political condition prevailed in
England during his times. This satirical piece also attempts to shake the
stereotypical male image of being chauvinistic, macho and stern which are regarded
as dignified male characteristics. Though the Man in Black maintains his pride of
being stern and harsh, the qualities of male according to the societal structure, the
innate nature as a human being is revealed whenever the situation demands. The
essay makes an attempt to indirectly tell the reader to be aware of the hypocrisy
hidden in the society. For instance, Man in Black says that the parish house provides
all the basic necessities to the poor yet they feel discontent. At the same time, when
all the basic requirements are fulfilled, why does poverty exist and what is the
necessity for the poor to beg for alms. Goldsmith’s brilliant illustration of the
character, Man in Black provokes the readers to brood over such questions and

inspect the self.

Talking about Goldsmith’s style, this essay is written in an elegant, simple,
easy, understandable and readable manner. The essay can be appreciated for its
simplicity, sentiment and pathos. Another feature is that the essay is not crowded
with too many characters. The limited characters and incidents convey the author’s

intended feelings and thoughts clearly. The way the essay is narrated holds the
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attention of the reader and also compels us to believe the incidents as true.
Goldsmith’s work 1is terser and possesses a moral tone. When it comes to the
language of Goldsmith, it is coloured beautifully with the right choice of words and
vocabulary that adds beauty to the essay.

Goldsmith was a genuine moralist who created works with intentional satire.
Best example is his The Citizen of the World, a notable collection that contains
exceptional examples of the satiric essay. Satirical works were in vogue at the time
when Goldsmith published this collection and so he used the genre effectively to
exhibit the foibles of the society with subtle satire. Goldsmith’s Chinese Letters can
be compared to Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels and Lord Byron’s Don Juan in
terms of technique deployed — a naive observer focusing on the incongruities and
disparities in the society of which he is a part. In the essay “Man in Black”,
Goldsmith’s observer is a foreigner who compares and contrasts his own society
with the one he visits. Through him, the two different worlds in London society is

exposed: the affluent and the underprivileged, the haves and the have-nots.

2.1.12 The Character Essay

Although character descriptions and portrayals were common in the
Character essay or periodical essay, Goldsmith had attempted to introduce an
interesting element of foreign observer type of writing. Some of the famous English
writers who endeavored to capture the soul of personality in literary works are
Addison who created Sir Roger de Coverley, Steele who created Will Wimble,
Samuel Johnson who originated Dick Minim and Mr. Sober and Oliver Goldsmith’s
characters in The Citizen of the World. The main quality of the character essay is
that by describing the character of a single person, it can describe the feebleness of
many personalities thus satirizing a wide range of human frailties. So this one

character becomes representative of all and also universalized.

One such memorable character of The Citizen of the World is the Man in
Black, who is often related with his creator, Goldsmith. Goldsmith’s depiction of
the Man in Black is a satire on the innate goodness of man. For instance, the Man in
Black tells two stories of ladies that were robbed by beggar men. But actually these
ladies are impostors who pretend to gain sympathy from benevolent people. So this

experience might have led the Man in Black assume the three beggars, the old man,

DDE, Pondicherry University 43



the sailor and the woman, in the essay as imposters. This is the reason why the Man

in Black constantly denounces the principle of benevolence. While trying to help the

three beggars he and the foreigner meet on street, the Man in Black criticizes the

people with compassion and benevolence but he helps the beggars when unnoticed

by the foreigner. The foreigner and the Man in Black are extreme opposites. The

former, though is filled with compassion, he is not moved immediately by the

passions and believes his reason. Whereas the latter is moved by passions and puts

his reason secondary. Thus the foreigner and the Man in Black are the target of

satire in this essay through whom the foibles of the society are attacked.

2.1.13 Important Questions to Read

1.

© o~ w N

10.
11.

12.
13.

14.
15.
16.

17.
18.

Write a note on Goldsmith’s biography.

What is the contribution made by Goldsmith to the genre of drama?

List out the poetical contributions of Goldsmith.

What is the complete title of The Citizen of the World?

What type of essay is “Man in Black”?

Why does the author call the Man in Black a “humorist in a nation of
humorists™?

How is the Man in Black pictured in the essay?

What type of a person is the Man in Black in reality?

Comment on the views of the Man in Black regarding beggars.

Did the Man in Black help the beggar in tattered finery? If so, how?
What was the reaction of the Man in Black to the soldier with a wooden
leg?

How did the sailor become disabled?

What is the justification given by the Man in Black for the bargain he
had made with the soldier?

How did the Man in Black help the woman?

What was the reaction of the foreigner to the sailor?

Explain — “let me assure you, sir, they are imposters, every one of them,
and rather merit a prison than relief.”

Explain — “a blessing into the bargain.”

Compare and contrast the characters of the foreigner and the Man in
Black.
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19. Write a note on the Character Essay.

20. “Man in Black” is a satire — Justify.

21. Write briefly about Goldsmith’s style.

22. Trace the development of Goldsmith as an essayist.

23. What is hack writing?

24. Comment on the Grub Street.

25. “Man in Black” is an attack on the socio-political situation of the time —

Elaborate.
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LESSON — 2.2: Joseph Addison, “Sir Roger at Church”

This lesson deals with the second essay of this unit titled “Sir Roger at

Church” written by Joseph Addison.

2.2.1 Biographical Note
Joseph Addison (1672-1719) was an eminent English poet, playwright,

politician and classical scholar of the eighteenth century. Addison was born on May
1, 1672 in Milston, Wiltshire, to Reverend Lancelot Addison, who later became
archdeacon of Coventry and Dean of Lichfield. The eldest son of Lancelot Addison,
Joseph Addison had schooling in Amesbury, Salisbury and at Lichfield Grammar
School. Later he joined the Charterhouse School, a boarding school in Godalming,
Surrey, where he got the opportunity to meet his future literary partner and friend,
Richard Steele. He then entered Queen’s college, Oxford and excelled in classics
particularly gained proficiency in Latin verse which helped him to become a Fellow
of Magdalen College where he completed his post graduation in 1693. In the same
college, he spent some years as tutor and began his career as a scholar and man of
letters.

Addison, though mainly was a writer, his writing skill gave him a chance to
serve as a politician holding various positions like Undersecretary of State, Lord
Lieutenant, Chief Secretary for Ireland and also became an important member of the
Whig Party which is also called Liberal Party from the year 1708 till his death. It
began in 1695 when Addison wrote “A Poem to his Majesty,” dedicating it to the
Lord Keeper Somers who was the influential Whig Statesman of the time. With
Somers, Charles Montague, Earl of Halifax, also recognized the skill of Addison as
a writer and believed that he can be of use to the crown. At this time, he wrote the
preface to Virgil’s Georgics, the great translation of John Dryden carried out in
1697. Then he went on tour around Europe which gave him twin advantage of
gaining acquaintance with English diplomats as well as meeting contemporary men
of letters. He was known for his magnanimous personality and calm and casual
nature. In 1716, Addison married the Countess of Warwick. In the last years of his
life, he had a quarrel with Alexander Pope and the latter pictured Addison as an

envious man of letters in his poem “An Epistle to Dr. Arbuthnot” and the quarrel
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continued in other aspects too. After that, Addison suffered from poor health and

passed away on 17 June, 1719 and was buried at Westminster Abbey.

2.2.2 Addison’s Literary Contribution

Addison’s first major work titled Account of the Greatest English Poets was
published in 1694 while he was a student. This work was followed by a translation
of Virgil’s Georgics. Then after returning to England from European tour, Addison
was commissioned to write a poem for the Battle of Blenheim and the result is “The
Campaign.” Written in heroic couplets, the poem celebrates the victory of Blenheim
and it is an effective portrayal of Marlborough’s military genius. This poem
imprinted his reputation as one of the major poets of the age. It was followed by an

opera Rosamund, which was a failure.

Addison, though was a poet and dramatist, he was well-known for his finest
periodical essays. He contributed to the development of the essay form which
flourished well in the eighteenth century. Along with his friend Richard Steele, he
founded the daily journal The Spectator (1711-1714), which was the popular
publication of that time. Addison contributed over two hundred and seventy four
essays to the The Spectator and forty two essays to The Tatler (1709-1711), literary
and social journal begun by Steele and appeared thrice weekly. Again they began
The Guardian, a journal which achieved moderate success. To this Addison wrote
fifty one essays. Addison through these journals, tried to bring political, literary and

philosophical interactions to the access of the middle class people.

Addison’s contribution to the field of drama was the legendary play, Cato, a
Tragedy, published in 1712. Written in blank verse, the play is set in Rome during
the reign of Julius Caesar and focuses on the final hours of Marcus Porcius Cato, a
man of virtue who sternly opposed Caesar’s tyranny. The play had successful run of
twenty performances and also continued to be staged throughout the century. Then
Addison wrote a series of political essays titled The Free-Holder, or, Political
Essays and also attempted a prose comedy, The Drummer, which was unsuccessful.
Addison established “Kit-Cat-Club” which included powerful Whig leaders such as
Somers, Halifax and literary figures of the day, Richard Steele, Sir John Vanbrugh

and William Congreve.
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2.2.3 Periodical Essays

Periodical essays are named so because the essays are not published in the
book form whereas they are published as series in magazines and journals twice or
thrice a week. Eighteenth century is considered the great age of the flourishing of
periodical essays in English. Some of the notable periodical essayists of the time are
Joseph Addison, Richard Steele, Samuel Johnson and Oliver Goldsmith. The main
reason for the rise of such essay was to enlighten the middle class audience who did
not have formal education. To understand the content of periodicals and pamphlets
is comparatively easy as they were written in simple language to instruct the middle

classes.

Addison is best remembered even today for the periodical essays compared
to his contributions to the other genres. Along with his friend Steele, Addison wrote
a series of articles in the periodicals, The Tatler and The Spectator. Being in the Age
of Enlightenment, these essays were used for moral and educational purposes. So to
do this successfully, Addison and Steele created fictional characters and through
them they commented on the contemporary social and political conditions. These
fictional characters were usually satirical sketches of the upper middle classes. Also
these essays addressed various issues such as code of conduct, practical joke,
fashions in vogue, improving the moral standards, conventions in marriage and also
sometimes as political propaganda. Almost all the essays were of uniform length
and have excellent style. They were written on wide range of subjects and present
some deeper themes such as immorality, death, jealousy, etc. The essays, no doubt,

depict true picture of the contemporary society.

In this way, The Tatler attained immediate success which contained 188
essays of Steele and 42 essays of Addison. After The Tatler was closed in 1711, the
authors started the next periodical, The Spectator which contained a total of 635
essays. While The Tatler gave more space to political discussions, The Spectator
became famous for its fictional characterizations such as Sir Roger de Coverley, an
old country knight; Will Honeycomb, a middle-aged beau; Sir Andrew Freeport, a
city merchant; Captain Sentry, a soldier; and Mr. Spectator put together who are
grouped under the name “Spectator Club.” Though the Spectator Club was the idea

of Steele, Addison added charm to it through his writings filled with pleasant
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humour. After the closing of The Spectator, the authors together started The

Guardian but this journal did not achieve popularity.

Addison appears as a judicious moral and social critic in his Periodical
essays published in The Spectator. The essays in this journal were written to refine
and elevate the literary and critical tastes of its readers. The journal also contains
several essays dealing with purely literary topics such as wit, imagination, sublime
and etc. thus devoting a considerable portion to literary criticism. Though the
characters are fictitious, they are portrayed with realistic touch. The members of the
Spectator Club represent an important section of the society of that time. Another
remarkable thing to be noted is that some essays center around the character called
Sir Roger and hence those essays are titled the Coverley papers. The main theme of
the Coverley papers is to satire the society and they represent the contemporary
lifestyle of rural England. Thus the contributions made in The Tatler and The
Spectator may be considered the masterpieces of Addison and Steele. Thus in
Addison’s words, the objective of periodical essay is “to enliven morality with wit;

and to temper wit with morality.”

2.2.4 Short Summary of Addison’s “Sir Roger at Church”

Addison in this important essay “Sir Roger at Church” stresses the
significance of Sunday as a holiday for the villagers and how on Sundays, Sir Roger
behaves like a churchman believing that only he can civilize people of that
particular village that comes under his in charge. The author is of the opinion that
the Sundays should be observed as a holiday so that people can save themselves
from being savages by attending prayers at Church, which according to him is
significant purification process. Sir Roger’s character is discussed in detail
throughout the essay by citing various incidents. He took interest in the village
church and decorated it by spending lot of his money. He decorated the inner part of
the church by displaying the best quotations from the Bible of his choice. Then he
had beautified the interior of the church by covering the pulpit with a beautiful cloth
and building a railing in the communion table at his own expense. He tried all
possible ways to civilize the villagers and worked for their well-being. Sir Roger
was an old knight who is actually quirky by nature and his peculiarities are

displayed on many occasions especially on Sundays at the prayer hours yet they are
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harmless. Thus to say the essay emphasizes the importance of holiness of Sunday,
and the character Sir Roger who in spite of all his eccentricities, admired for his

good qualities too.

2.2.5 Detailed Summary
“Sir Roger at Church” was first published in The Spectator on 9 July, 1711.

Addison in this significant essay stresses the importance of Sunday as a holiday for
the villages and how on Sundays, Sir Roger behaves like a churchman thinking that
only he can civilize people. The author begins the essay by saying he is happy on
Sunday in his village and that by observing Sunday as a holy day, mankind gets
civilized and polished. “if keeping holy the seventh day were only a human
institution, it would be the best method that could have been thought of for the
polishing and civilizing of mankind.” The author is of the opinion that the Sundays
should be observed as a holiday so that people can save themselves from being
barbarians. He says, “It is certain the country-people would soon degenerate into a

kind of savages and barbarians, were there not such frequent returns of a stated time

For the villages, Sundays have special significance in another aspect as it is
the only day on which the whole village looks fresh, clean and cheerful. Both men
and women dress up well to give their best appearance in the church. Everyone in
the village get time to meet each other and discuss their problems with one another,
a kind of stress buster or a relief and also to display their intelligence. *“ the whole
village meet together with their best faces, and in their cleanliest habits, to converse
with one another upon indifferent subjects.” On this particular day, they are
reminded of their duties and responsibilities to the self, society and the Supreme by
the priest. The villagers attend the Sunday prayers together every week and learn
required life lessons. They listen to the sermons patiently and sing psalms together
to praise and thank the Almighty for his mercy. Thus it creates good effect in the
minds of the villagers which in turn help them surrender themselves to the Supreme

Being.

The author believes that Sunday is the only day that purges the villagers by
removing the dirt from their minds as well as the body that they stack up throughout
the week’s hard labour devoid of entertainment and relaxation. When they are

involved in six days of hard work for their survival, they may become selfish and
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savage. Thus going to church on Sundays not only refreshes their minds by
instilling the notion of religion but also helps them project themselves in their best
quality as being cultured for the admiration of the fellow villagers. To quote
author’s words, “Sunday clears away the rust of the whole week, not only as it
refreshes in their minds the notions of religion, but as it puts both the sexes upon
appearing in their most agreeable forms, and exerting all such qualities as are apt to
give them a figure in the eye of the village.” Thus Sunday as a holiday is a blessing
for the villagers and a kind of rebirth, according to the author.

The author compares the village church to the markets in the cities. In the
cities, where the entertainment option is more, people are found in exchange
markets where merchants reveal their knowledge about their merchandise and
expose their ability in business transactions to the customers as well as to the fellow
businessmen. Likewise, people in the village utilize the Sundays to discuss different
subjects like politics and other day-to-day problems to his fellow villagers either

before or after the sermon.

In the second paragraph, the author introduces his friend Sir Roger as a good
church-man who is keen in civilizing the villagers. Sir Roger took interest in the
village church and decorated it by spending lot of his money. He decorated the inner
part of the church by displaying the best quotations from the Bible of his choice.
Then he had beautified the interior of the church by covering the pulpit with a
beautiful cloth and building a railing in the communion table at his own expense.
The author says, he has “. . . beautified the inside of his church with several texts of
his own choosing: he has likewise given a handsome pulpit-cloth, and railed in the
communion-table at his own expense.” He had often told the author about the
irregularities of the people towards the church and the religion. He further said that
in order to make them visit the church regularly and kneel before God, he provided
each and every one a hassock (cushion for kneeling) and a Common Prayer Book.
Sir Roger did not stop with these; he hired an itinerant singing master to teach the
villagers the right tune and rhythm to sing the psalms and offer the prayers
respectively. The author states that Sir Roger was successful in his efforts that the
villagers feel proud of themselves that they can sing their psalms and prayer in a

better way. Indeed, it is the best church of all that the author had heard and seen in
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his life. “they now very much value themselves, and indeed out-do most of the

country churches that I have ever heard.”

In the next paragraph, the author described the nature of Sir Roger. He was a
rich man and the landlord to the whole congregation hence he took the whole
responsibility for the villagers as well as the church: “. . . he keeps them in very
good order.” As a religious man, he was very strict with rules and regulations and
always insists the gathering to maintain strict discipline and decorum in the church.
He tried all possible ways to keep the villagers in a good manner. He never let
anyone sleep during the prayer hours except that he sleeps for a short while. If by
chance, he goes into a short nap at sermon, he ensures that no one else is nodding
the moment he was awaken. At once he wakes up, he cautiously looked around to
find if anyone is dozing. If he sees anybody nodding, either he himself wakes him

up or send his servant to do his work.

Sir Roger was an old knight who is quirky by nature. His peculiarities are
displayed on many occasions especially on Sundays at the prayer hours. “Several
other of the old knight’s particularities break out upon these occasions . . . .” During
the prayer, when all people sing their psalms, Sir Roger also sings with them but
sometimes he continues to drag for a minute or more though others had stopped
singing. Sometimes, when he was deep with his own devotion, he pronounced amen
three or four times extra to the same prayer. Likewise, when all people were on their
knees, he stood up to count the congregation to ensure that no one was absent. In
this way, he relaxes the rules for himself but does not permit such relaxation for

others.

Addison narrates another incident which showed Sir Roger’s complete
control over the villagers. If Sir Roger felt anyone disturbing the church service, he
called them in the middle of the service to deliver advice. Once when Addison
accompanied Sir Roger to the church, he saw Sir Roger calling out John Matthews
in the midst of the service to remind him not to disturb others while praying. This
John Matthews is notable for being an idle person that he often behaved badly in the
gathering and at that time when Sir Roger called him, he was kicking his heels on
the floor. Sir Roger had many peculiarities like this but his friends do not take it

seriously as they know well that Sir Roger possessed many good qualities. Hence
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these idiosyncrasies were not seen as blemishes. Although Sir Roger exerts
complete authority over his tenants, like a master does to his subjects in a typical
way, it produced only positive effect on the villagers because he is a well-wisher at
heart. The villagers also never disobeyed his words though he behaved strangely at
times. Because they knew well that he did so much for the development of the
tenants. Thus he was primarily a good man who did not hide his peculiarities and
always tried to help the villagers. “This authority of the knight, though exerted in
that odd manner which accompanies him in all circumstances of all, has a very good
effect upon the parish, who are not polite enough to see anything ridiculous in his
behavior; besides that the general good sense and worthiness of his character, make
his friends observe these little singularities as foils that rather set off than blemish

his good qualities.”

As soon as the sermon was over, nobody tried to move out until Sir Roger
had gone out from the church. Once the sermon was finished, when all were
awaiting the departure of Sir Roger, he walks down from his seat to the people
sitting on both sides and enquires about their family members and relatives, who
didn’t turn up to the sermon. This is actually a secret reproach to the person that was
absent. Sir Roger did use various methods to kindle the interest of the people in
religion and church and encouraged the children and the young men to stay attentive
in church services. The priest had told the author that once on a catechizing day, Sir
Roger examined the children’s knowledge on Bible and when he felt satisfied with a
boy’s answers so he gifted the boy with a Bible as a sign of encouragement.
Sometimes, he gave a piece of roasted pig along with the Bible to the boy’s mother

as a mark of appreciation.

Likewise, Sir Roger added five pounds a year to the clerk’s post so that it
might encourage the clerk as well as other young fellows to involve in church
services zealously and discharge their duties sincerely. He constantly encouraged
the young men to join the church service. He also promised them that one of the
young fellows would be appointed in the place of the present clerk since he was
getting old to retire. Also he placed a condition that the appointment would be made

only in the order of merit and the able person would be appointed.
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The author has described the nature of Sir Roger and how he dominates the
subjects of the village taking decisions on his own without asking for suggestions
from the chaplain. Yet Sir Roger had maintained a fair understanding with his
chaplain and their mutual concurrence was good. The parson also did not have any
issue with Sir Roger as he had worked for the improvement of the church and the
betterment of the people. This may sound unimportant but when observing the
situation prevailing in the next villages, the importance of this relation is realized.
Such good rapport between the landlord and the priest was not found in the nearby
villages. The squire and the vicar in the nearby villages always were famous for
their differences of opinion that often resulted in conflict and hostility. The author
says, “the very next village is famous for the differences and contentions that rise
between the parson and the ‘squire, who live in a perpetual state of war.” The squire
would not visit the church and the parson criticized the squire openly and in every
prayer, he told the people that he was better than the squire. The parson spoke
against the squire and the latter to take revenge upon the former, converted all the
people of that village into non-believers of God and prohibited them from paying
tithes. This had come to such extreme that “the squire has not said his prayers either
in public or private this half year; and that the parson threatens him, if he does not
mend his manners, to pray for him in the face of the whole congregation” to declare
him as a sinner. Thus neither the chaplain, nor the squire was ready to settle the

dispute consequently affecting the lives of the ordinary people in the village.

The author records, “Feuds of this nature, though too frequent in the country,
are very fatal to the ordinary people.” It is common for the ordinary people get
dazzled by the rich people like the squire. So it is sometimes difficult for even a
learned man like priest to make them understand the truth when they come to know
that there are several men who earn more than five hundred pounds actually do not
believe in God. Therefore through this essay, Addison stresses the point that the
Squire and the parson should maintain a good relationship like Sir Roger and the
vicar of his village for the well-being of the common people. Thus the essay
emphasizes the importance of holiness of Sunday, and the character Sir Roger who
in spite of all his eccentricities, admired for his good qualities too. The essay
mirrors Addison’s opinions about the role played by the church in the development

of the rural community of England.
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2.2.6 Critical Analysis

“Sir Roger at Church” is a seminal essay which forms the part of the series
of “The Spectator Club”. Addison took a critical perspective in viewing religious
practices of the time thus giving importance to reason which is one of the tenets of
the Age of Enlightenment. In the essay, Addison gives the picture of a church
congregation on a Sunday in a detailed manner. His description and narration of the
congregation is done efficiently that it comes alive before the eyes of the readers.
One vital reason for the successful functioning of the church in the village is the
sincere effort of Sir Roger, an old squire, whose character is engraved by Addison
with much importance. Though Sir Roger is strict and stern, at times, his actions
are filled with humour too. In the name of civilizing the villagers, he controls and
dictates them in the name of spirituality though it doesn’t create any pessimistic
effect.

In this essay, Sir Roger has been depicted both as a kind of country
gentleman and an individual with peculiarities and distinctions loaded. As a
landlord, he works for the development of the church and the well-being of the
people. As an individual, he is at his best even with his oddities and singularities.
Sir Roger is kind to his friends and caring to his tenants. When it comes to the
church services, he is uncompromising and maintains the understanding with the
priest of the village church. If analysed keenly, Sir Roger appears to be a strict

father figure who instructs the villagers with complete authority.

Addison’s portrayal of Sir Roger as an individual filled with eccentricities
contains satirical undertones though they provoke laughter. His dealings with the
church are satirized and dealt with irony too. He causes disturbances in the middle
of the prayer by standing while others were kneeling to take note of the people; by
keeping vigil over the people whether they are sleeping during the sermon or not; by
lengthening the lines of psalms; by repeating amen whenever he is pleased to do and
calling out the names of the person who disturbs the sermon. Sir Roger does all
these in the middle of the sermon causing disturbances to others. But these eccentric
behaviors are tolerated by everyone including his friends, priest and the village
folks. May be the village folks do not notice his strange behavior but the learned

man like the parson is aware of it yet ignore them to sense the worthiness in his
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character. It is because of his innate good qualities, others understand his oddities
rather than considering them as blemishes. Thus the ironical picturisation of the
character of Sir Roger is in no way offensive as it is coated with humour. Actually
we laugh at Sir Roger’s strange behaviour at church but at the same time, a sense of

reverence is developed for him.

2.2.7 Character analysis of Sir Roger de Coverley

Sir Roger de Coverley is a fictional Tory character created by the Whig
authors, Addison and Steele. He was mainly invented to represent the typical
farcical landlord of the bygone era. His character is a mixture of goodness and
strangeness. He is kind, honest, helpful, generous, caring at the same time strange,
distinctive and peculiar. Even though Addison created Sir Roger to mock the Tory
behaviours of the bypast days, his satire is inoffensive and mild. Addison’s use of
mild satire in the portrayal of Sir Roger made the latter an agreeable character. He is
revered by all in spite of his oddities as they spring from his good nature. Addison
added peculiarities in the character of Sir Roger mainly to highlight the foibles and
vices of the eighteenth century society. But the primary purpose of creating such a
character is to mock and satirise the Tory party and promote the Whig. The authors
attempted to mock the conventional authoritarian attitude of Sir Roger. In course of
doing this, however, the two Whig authors developed a kind of liking towards Sir

Roger for his characteristics.

One of the notable characteristics of Sir Roger is that he is a man of
humanity and kindness who loves not only the servants of his house but also the
people who live around him and the whole village to say. For instances, Sir Roger
enquires about the condition of the people’s friends and relatives who are absent at
the sermon. Though “a secret reprimand,” his words are coated with a layer of
warmth and affection towards the people because he wants everybody to attend the
sermon and get benefitted by it. Sir Roger’s repeated encouragement to the young
fellows of the village to involve in the church services and to develop the quality for
the post of clerk exhibit his interest in the well-being of the village. These
incidences exemplify that he is benevolent and kind hearted who often thinks about
others and not about the self alone.
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Next quality is that Sir Roger is a religious man and a regular church goer.
He also motivates others to come to the church regularly as he believes it nourishes
one’s soul. He volunteers to do church services and encourages the young men of
the village to involve in the same. It is evident when he decorated and beautified the
church at his own expense. He believed that by doing so, the country people would
avidly come to the church. The author says, “My friend Sir Roger, being a good
churchman, has beautified the inside of his church with several texts of his own
choosing: he has likewise given a handsome pulpit cloth and railed in the

communion-table at his own expense.”

Next quality is Sir Roger’s authoritative nature. The author says, “As Sir
Roger is landlord to the whole congregation, he keeps them in good order, and will
suffer no body to sleep in it . . . .” If he notices anybody nodding, he goes and
wakes up that person or sends his servants to do the job. He hires the singing master
to teach the tune of the psalms to the village folks and he promises to appoint the
able young fellow in the place of clerk as he is at the verge of retirement.
Furthermore, the parson doesn’t question Sir Roger for any of his behaviours.
Usually the priest is a learned man who makes important decisions but Sir Roger
enjoys the privilege of being the decision maker which is also the result of his

authoritative quality in a benign manner.

Next quality to be noted and appreciated in Sir Roger is that he is a talented
organizer. He is very keen in organizing things not only in his house but also in the
church. It is best exemplified in the way he embellishes the church by displaying the
best quotations from Bible, covering the pulpit and railing the communion table at
his own expense. He also encourages people to engage themselves in beautifying
church to maintain good order and discipline. Addison states that he has “beautified
the inside of his church with several texts of his own choosing: he has likewise
given a handsome pulpit-cloth and railed in the communion-table at his own

expense.”

Sir Roger’s responsible nature iS noteworthy to mention. He believes that
being the landlord of whole congregation he has to shoulder the responsibility to
discipline them. At the time of his arrival in the village, he found the irregularity in
the people in coming to the church hence he provided them a cushion to kneel and a
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common prayer book to make them responsible because he is of the opinion that the
country people’s irregular visit to the church “would soon degenerate into a kind of
savages and barbarians.” Addison reinstates Sir Roger’s words, “at his coming to
his estate he found his parishioners very irregular; and that in order to make them
kneel and join in the responses, he gave every one of them